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 It’s been almost 40 years since the first Daily Devotions for the 

Deaf booklet was published for January of 1980.  Since then, 
Deaf Missions has published a devotion for every day…almost 
14,610 days and that many devotions.  That’s a pretty good 
record.  And, as I remember, all but a very few books (maybe 
only one!) were mailed on time.  That’s a good record, too.  

 Now, the book will not be printed and mailed any more.  
This will be the last book you will receive.  Times change, you 
know.  Since 40 years ago, the Internet appeared.  The editors 
of the devotion book changed.  The way we printed the book 
changed.  I semi-retired from Deaf Missions, and Chad Entinger 
became the Director.  The cost of mailing the books changed.  
The focus of Deaf Missions changed to translating the Bible into 
American Sign Language.  And, now, we are working with Deaf 
people in other nations so that they may read the Bible in their 
own native sign languages.

 This book contains 366 devotions — one for every day of the 
year.  Some of the devotions are from past issues (including the 
very first issue in January of 1980), and some are new.  But you 
can be sure that all of the devotions are based on God’s Word.

 Praise to God for His guidance through 40 years of 
publishing the devotion book!  And thanks to the many 
supporters of Deaf Missions.  May God grant special blessings 
to those who have written devotions, illustrated them and 
helped prepare the book for mailing.

                                               

                                                  Duane King, Founder

                     

 God blessed me with the job of being the devotion book editor 
for 20 years, but now that is ending.  So it is with much gratitude 
(and sadness!) that I write this last letter to you.  I cannot thank 
you enough for being faithful readers of Daily Devotions for the 

Deaf and Deaf Devo through the years.  

 I thought a lot about what I should share with you in this 
last letter.  Finally I decided that I just want to encourage you to 
stay faithful to God.  How can you do that?  You can re-read this 
devotion book next year or find another devotion book to read 
or find devotions online . . . but just make sure that you continue 
to read your Bible and pray every day.

 Peter wrote a letter to Christians who were forced to leave 
their homes because they followed Jesus.  He encouraged these 
Christians to remain strong in their faith.  So I will use Peter’s 
words in 1 Peter 2:11-12 as my final words to you.  “Dear friends, 

you are like visitors and strangers in this world.  So I beg you to keep 

your lives free from the evil things you want to do, those desires that 
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around you.  They may say that you are doing wrong.  So live such 

good lives that they will see the good you do, and they will give glory to 

God on the day he comes.”

                                                      May God bless you!

                                 

                                                           Jo Krueger, Editor
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 January was always a happy month 
for me when I was a child.  It was fun 
to play in the snow or read a book by 
the fireplace.  My family had happy 
times together.  I remember cold 
nights when we stayed close to the 
fire and ate popcorn, played games or 
listened to my mother read to us.  We 
were happy because we loved God 
and each other.

 At school, my teachers helped me 
to be happy and excited about the new 
year.  They told me to forget my past 
mistakes and try to do better.  That 
same message is also found in the 
Bible.  God says that He will forgive 
our past mistakes.  He wants us to 
leave our old sinful life and live a new 
life of righteousness.  Then we can 
look forward to Jesus coming again 
and living with Him forever.

 Paul talked about being happy 
in Romans 5:2.  “Through our faith, 
Christ has brought us into that blessing 
of God’s grace that we now enjoy.  And 
we are happy because of the hope we 
have of sharing God’s glory.”   God 
truly blesses us with His grace and the 
gift of salvation.   

 As you start a new year, decide 
to obey God and enjoy serving Him 
every day.  Look forward to the good 
things that will happen this year.  
That is the way to have a “happy” new 
year!  

– Opal Cochran

Suggested Bible Reading  
Romans 5:1-11

Suggested Bible Reading  
Matthew 25:14-30

Happy New Year

January 2

 I have been the editor of this 
devotion book for twenty years now.  
Today and for the next few days, I will 
share with you some things I have 
learned from my job as editor.

 I love to write devotions.  I think 
that is a talent God has given me.  
When I am reading Bible verses, 
I think about how I can use those 
verses in a devotion.  But some 
people tell me that they hate to write 
devotions.  They struggle with what 
to write about or how to say it.

 In Matthew, chapter 25, Jesus told 
a story about three servants.  Each 
servant received some money that 
he was supposed to use in a good 
way while the master was gone.  One 
servant used his five bags of money 
to earn five more bags.  In Matthew 
25:21, the master praised that servant.  
“The master answered, ‘You did right.  
You are a good servant who can be 
trusted.  You did well with the small 
amount of money.  So I will let you care 
for much greater things.  Come and 
share my happiness with me.’”  

 God did not make us all alike.  
Each of us has different talents 
and interests.  The master told his 
servants to use their money wisely.  In 
the same way, God expects us to use 
our talents wisely in His kingdom.

 What are your talents?  Use them 
to serve and honor God today. 

– Jo Krueger

Devotions (1)
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Devotions (2) Devotions (3)
 Through the past forty years, many 
people at Deaf Missions have worked 
hard to share devotions with people 
around the world.  And in some 
foreign countries, many more people 
have translated and prepared the 
devotions in their own languages. 

 If you are a Christian, you are 
part of God’s church.  But if every 
Christian leads a Bible study, there 
will be no people to go out and feed 
the hungry.  Or if every Christian 
works in the church nursery, there 
will be no one to preach or to visit 
sick people. 

 In 1 Corinthians, chapter 12, Paul 
compared the church to the human 
body.  Paul said that the human body 
has many parts and that we all can’t be 
the same body part.  Just as the body 
has many parts, the church has many 
jobs for Christians to do.  

 Here is what Paul said about the 
church in 1 Corinthians 12:27.  “All 
of you together are the body of Christ.  
Each one of you is a part of that body.”  
God has given you a special job to do 
in His church.  Maybe you are a Bible 
school teacher, a janitor or someone 
who mows the church lawn.  

 Whatever you do for God, let Him 
use you to help His kingdom grow 
and to bring honor to His name.

– Jo Krueger

Suggested Bible Reading  
1 Corinthians 12:12-31

Suggested Bible Reading  
1 Kings 17:7-16

 Hundreds of authors have shared 
their thoughts and stories through 
devotions.  I have special file folders 
where I keep printed copies of 
devotions that people send me.  
When I start working on a new 
devotion book, I look through the 
folders and choose the devotions that 
I want to use.  After I select the ones 
I want to use, there are usually only a 
few devotions left in the file.

 As I am writing and editing 
devotions, I start to think about the 
next devotion book, and I wonder 
if I will have enough devotions to 
fill that book.  But each week, more 
devotions come in, and I put them in 
the file drawer.  By the time I need 
more devotions, the file folders are 
full again.  God always provides what 
I need!

 This reminds me of the time when 
Elijah asked a woman to give him 
some bread.  But she only had enough 
flour and oil to make bread for her 
son and herself.  1 Kings 17:14 tells us 
what Elijah said to the woman.  “The 
Lord, the God of Israel, says, ‘That jar 
of flour will never be empty and the 
jug will always have oil in it.  This will 
continue until the day the Lord sends 
rain to the land.’” 

 God provided for Elijah, the 
woman and her son.  He provides all 
the devotions I need.  And God will 
provide for you, too.  Depend on Him 
today! 

– Jo Krueger
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Devotions (4)

January 6

Devotions (5)
 The other day a retired pastor 
called me.  He told me how much he 
appreciated the devotion I had written 
for that day.  Wow!  That really 
encouraged me.  Sometimes I get 
notes in the mail telling me that the 
devotions have helped someone be 
closer to God.  That encourages me, 
too.

 Writing and editing devotions is 
part of my job at Deaf Missions.  If no 
one ever encouraged me, I would still 
prepare more devotions.  But it is so 
nice when people let me know that 
the devotions help them.  That makes 
me happy and encourages me to write 
even more devotions!

 Christians need to encourage each 
other.  The writer of Hebrews talks 
about this in Hebrews 10:24.  “We 
should think about each other to see 
how we can encourage each other to 
show love and do good works.”  When 
Christians encourage each other, 
they share God’s love and help other 
people want to share God’s love, too.  

 Look for ways today to encourage 
and strengthen your brothers and 
sisters in Christ.  Do something nice 
for your Bible study leader.  Send 
an e-mail of encouragement to your 
pastor.  Remind them that God loves 
them and wants them to keep serving 
Him.  

– Jo Krueger

Suggested Bible Reading  
Hebrews 10:19-25

Suggested Bible Reading  
Acts 17:10-15

 When I am finished with a set 
of devotions, I give a printed copy 
to two proofreaders.  These people 
read through the devotions and look 
for errors.  We try very hard to find 
all the things that are wrong in the 
devotions.  But we are human, and 
we make mistakes.  So sometimes you 
may find a misspelled word, missing 
punctuation or the wrong Bible 
reference in a devotion.

 It is important that the words in a 
devotion are spelled correctly and that 
we use good grammar.  But it is even 
more important that the devotions 
agree with the Bible.  I do not want to 
write something that does not agree 
with God’s Word.

 Paul and Silas taught the people 
in the city of Berea about God.  Acts 
17:11 describes these people.  “The 
people in Berea were more open-minded 
than those in Thessalonica.  They were 
so glad to hear the message Paul told 
them.  They studied the Scriptures every 
day to make sure that what they heard 
was really true.”  

 We should try to be like the 
Christians in Berea.  When someone 
teaches us about God and Jesus, we 
should make sure that what they are 
saying agrees with the Bible.  And 
when we share God’s message with 
other people, we should only teach 
what is from the Bible.

 Stay true to God’s Word today!  

– Jo Krueger
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White as Snow Book of Nehemiah
 God has made many beautiful 
colors for us to enjoy in the world.  
Think about the many colors in a 
rainbow or in a sunset.  But have you 
ever wondered how brown cows eat 
green grass and give white milk which 
makes yellow butter?  That is one of 
the many wonders in nature.  

 God did many wonderful things 
when He created our world.  But He 
did something even more wonderful 
when He sent His Son, Jesus, to die 
on the cross so that our sins could be 
forgiven.  

 Many years before Jesus came to 
earth, the prophet Isaiah wrote about 
God’s forgiveness.  Here is what 
God said to Isaiah in Isaiah 1:18.  “I, 
the Lord, am the one speaking to you.  
Come, let’s discuss this.  Even if your 
sins are dark as red dye, that stain can 
be removed and you will be as pure as 
wool that is as white as snow.”

 God uses the red blood of Jesus 
to cover the black sins in our lives.  
Then God makes us white as snow so 
that we can walk on streets of gold in 
heaven.  Now, that’s a real wonder!

 Take time today to praise God for 
His wonderful blessing of salvation 
through Jesus.  Thank Him for 
forgiving you and making you white 
as snow.

– Duane King

Suggested Bible Reading  
Isaiah 1:16-20

Suggested Bible Reading  
Nehemiah 1:1-13:31

 Nehemiah is one of my favorite 
books in the Bible.  There are many 
“nuggets” we can learn from this 
book.  According to the dictionary, 
the word “nugget” means:  1) a lump, 
especially of gold, or 2) anything small 
but of great value.

 I like the second definition — 
small, but of great value.  Today, and 
in the next nine devotions, we will 
study the book of Nehemiah in the 
Old Testament.  This book is a small 
book when compared to other Old 
Testament books.  But even though 
Nehemiah is a small book, it is of 
GREAT value.

 I have personally learned many 
“nuggets” from this book that I have 
applied to my life and ministry.  I 
hope you will enjoy learning, too, 
as we read through the book of 
Nehemiah.  

 Nehemiah loved and respected 
God.  In Nehemiah 1:10, he praised 
God for what He had done for His 
people, the Israelites.  “The Israelites 
are your servants and your people.  You 
used your great power and rescued 
them.”  

 As you read through all 13 chapters 
of Nehemiah, you will see that he was 
a faithful servant of God.  And you 
will learn how to depend on God and 
serve Him faithfully.

– Chad Entinger
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Nehemiah Pray First!
 Nehemiah was a man who was a 
successful servant and leader.  He was 
a wine servant to the king of Persia.  
That was a very important job.

 When a drink was prepared for the 
king, it was given to Nehemiah first.  
The king could have an enemy who 
wanted to kill him with a poisonous 
drink.  So, Nehemiah would drink 
first to make sure that it was safe.  
Nehemiah had a dangerous job.  He 
could have died if he drank something 
that was poisonous.  Nehemiah was 
willing to give up his life for the king.

 Nehemiah wanted to be a good 
wine servant.  Nehemiah 1:11 tells us 
that he asked God to help him as he 
served the king.  “So, Lord, please listen 
to my prayer.  And listen to the prayers 
of all your other servants who are 
happy to honor you.  Help me today as I 
ask the king for help.  Make him pleased 
with me so that he will be kind and give 
me what I ask for.”

 Nehemiah wanted to serve and 
please God.  And he also wanted 
to do a good job for the king.  It is 
important for us to serve and please 
God, too.  We should want to be good 
servants to our brothers and sisters in 
Christ.

 How will you serve God and others 
today?

 – Chad Entinger

Suggested Bible Reading  
Nehemiah 1:1-11

Suggested Bible Reading  
Nehemiah 1:1-4

 The wall of Jerusalem had been 
broken down and burned by enemies 
of the Israelites.  This was terrible!  
Walls were a very important defense 
for cities in Bible times.  Cities 
without walls were considered weak 
and unimportant.  Enemies could 
easily defeat and overtake them.  
Jerusalem was God’s chosen city.  
Without a wall, Jerusalem was a 
disgrace to God.

 Nehemiah was upset about the wall 
of Jerusalem.  Nehemiah 1:4 tells us 
what he did.  “When I heard this about 
the people of Jerusalem and about the 
wall, I sat down and cried.  I was very 
sad.  I fasted and prayed to the God of 
heaven for several days.”  Nehemiah 
was in Persia, which was 900 miles 
away from Jerusalem.  But he was still 
concerned for the city and the people 
who lived there.

 Nehemiah wanted to honor God 
and help Jerusalem become a great 
and powerful city again. So what did 
he do?  The first thing he did was to 
spend time in prayer.  And Nehemiah 
didn’t just pray one time — he prayed 
for four months!  Through prayer, 
Nehemiah depended on God to 
rebuild the walls of Jerusalem.

 Are you facing problems in your 
life?  What will you do?  If you want 
to be like Nehemiah, the first thing 
you should do is to pray about your 
problems.  God will be with you and 
strengthen you.

– Chad Entinger
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Praise God Confess Your Sins
 We can read Nehemiah’s prayer to 
God in Nehemiah 1:5-10.  The first 
thing we notice is that Nehemiah 
began his prayer to God by praising 
Him.  Nehemiah 1:5 tells how he 
praised God.  “Then I prayed this 
prayer:  Lord, God of heaven, you are 
the great and powerful God.  You are 
the God who keeps his agreement of love 
with people who love you and obey your 
commands.”

 Nehemiah was really discouraged 
and concerned.  He could have started 
his prayer by telling God all about 
the bad things that had happened in 
Jerusalem.  Instead, Nehemiah began 
his prayer by praising God. 

  Nehemiah praised God for being 
great and powerful.  He praised God 
for keeping His agreement of love.  
And then Nehemiah praised God 
again for His great power and for 
rescuing the people of Israel.

 Nehemiah praised God first.  That’s 
amazing!  When you pray, do you 
begin your prayer by complaining 
to God about your problems?  Or, 
do you start by praising Him for 
the many ways He has helped and 
protected you?

 I encourage you to begin your 
prayers by praising God.  Think about 
the many wonderful things He has 
done for you.  Remember the times 
when God helped and protected you.  
There is much to praise Him for!

– Chad Entinger

Suggested Bible Reading  
Nehemiah 1:5-10

Suggested Bible Reading  
Nehemiah 1:6-7

 After Nehemiah began his prayer 
by praising God, he spent time 
confessing his sins and the sins of the 
Israelites. We can find this confession 
in Nehemiah 1:6-7.  “Please open your 
eyes and ears and listen to the prayer 
your servant is praying before you 
day and night.  I am praying for your 
servants, the Israelites.  I confess the sins 
we Israelites have done against you.  I 
am confessing that I have sinned against 
you and that the other people in my 
father’s family have sinned against you.  
We Israelites have been very bad to you.  
We have not obeyed the commands, 
rules and laws you gave your servant 
Moses.”

 Nehemiah was very honest and 
humble.  He confessed not only his 
own sins, but also the sins of the 
Israelites.  Nehemiah admitted that 
they had not obeyed God’s commands 
and laws. 

 When you pray, do you confess 
your sins?  I encourage you to be like 
Nehemiah.  Be honest and confess 
your sins to God.  God already knows 
everything you have done.  But He 
wants you to admit your sins and 
ask Him to forgive you and help you 
become righteous.

 Confess your sins to God.  He will 
forgive your sins and make you clean 
from all the wrong things you have 
done.

– Chad Entinger
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Share Your Requests

 January 14

Pray Continually
 We have already learned that 
Nehemiah praised God and confessed 
his sins.  Then he reminded God of a 
promise He had made to the Israelites 
through Moses many years before.  

 We can read this promise in 
Nehemiah 1:9.  “But if you Israelites 
come back to me and obey my 
commands, this is what I will do:  Even 
if your people have been forced to 
leave their homes and go to the ends 
of the earth, I will gather them from 
there.  And I will bring them back to the 
place I have chosen to put my name.”  
Nehemiah knew that God would keep 
His promise and rebuild the city of 
Jerusalem.

 Last of all, Nehemiah shared his 
requests and needs with God.  He 
asked God to listen to his prayers.  He 
also asked God to give him success 
in rebuilding the wall of Jerusalem.  
Finally, Nehemiah asked God to help 
him be pleasing to the king.

 Be like Nehemiah in your prayer 
life.  After you spend time praising 
God and confessing your sins, share 
your requests and needs with Him.  
What are your struggles and problems 
in life?  Tell them to God.  What are 
your needs?  Share them with God. 

 And ask God to give you success in 
your life according to His will.  Then 
trust God to meet your needs and help 
you do His will.  

– Chad Entinger

Suggested Bible Reading  
Nehemiah 1:6-11

Suggested Bible Reading  
Nehemiah 2:1-9

 Nehemiah’s prayer in chapter 1 
is not the only prayer in the book of 
Nehemiah.  That is the first of twelve 
different prayers that are recorded 
there.  Nehemiah was truly a man of 
prayer.  The first chapter begins with 
a prayer when he is in Persia, and 
the book ends with a prayer while 
he is in Jerusalem.  No matter where 
Nehemiah was, he spent time in 
prayer.

 Nehemiah, chapter 2, tells us 
that he went before the king to ask 
permission to return to Jerusalem and 
help rebuild the wall.  But Nehemiah 
was afraid to ask the king.  Nehemiah 
2:4 tells us what he did.  “Then the king 
said to me, ‘What do you want to do?’  
Before I answered, I prayed to the God 
of heaven.”   Nehemiah asked God to 
bless him with success and give him 
strength.

 Nehemiah prayed for different 
reasons.  He had prayers of anguish, 
joy and protection.  Nehemiah 
showed God that he depended on 
Him.  And he prayed that he would 
remain committed to God.  

 Prayer is one of the themes of the 
book of Nehemiah, and it is the secret 
to Nehemiah’s success.  Nehemiah 
depended on prayer.  He was 
committed to praying all the time.

 Through your prayers, God can 
mold you and help you overcome 
your challenges and rebuild your life. 

– Chad Entinger
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Rely on Teamwork Persevere
 Nehemiah traveled to Jerusalem.  
He knew that he couldn’t rebuild the 
wall of Jerusalem by himself.  So he 
depended on the help of other people.  
Nehemiah 3:1 tells us about some of 
the people who helped.  “The name of 
the high priest was Eliashib.  He and his 
brothers, the priests, went to work and 
built the Sheep Gate.  They prayed to 
make that gate holy to God.  They set its 
doors in place in the wall.  The priests 
worked on the wall of Jerusalem as far 
as the Tower of the Hundred and the 
Tower of Hananel.  They prayed to 
make all this work holy to God.”

 It is wonderful to read how 
Nehemiah gathered people together 
to help rebuild the wall.  Nehemiah, 
chapter 3, lists many different groups 
of people who worked on the wall and 
gates.  The people worked very hard.  
This is a great example of cooperation 
and unity.  

 If you are a leader, I encourage you 
to be like Nehemiah and give your 
followers opportunities to serve.  Get 
them involved.  Then they will be 
eager to serve.  If you are a follower, 
I encourage you to serve when your 
leader asks you to help.  Let your 
leader know that he can depend on 
you.

 Nehemiah depended on teamwork 
to rebuild the wall.  If you rely on 
teamwork, too, God will be honored 
and His church will grow.

– Chad Entinger

Suggested Bible Reading  
Nehemiah 3:1-32

Suggested Bible Reading  
Nehemiah 4:1-23

 Nehemiah and his helpers started 
rebuilding the wall, but everything 
seemed to go wrong.  Their enemies 
became angry and ridiculed them.  
They tried many different ways to 
stop the building of the wall.

 Nehemiah 4:21 tells us what 
Nehemiah did.  “So we continued to 
work on  the wall of Jerusalem, and half 
the men held spears.  We worked from 
the first light of the morning until the 
stars came out at night.”  Nehemiah 
and the Jews continued working on 
the wall, but they were also ready to 
defend themselves if their enemies 
attacked.

 Nehemiah and the men who were 
rebuilding the wall did not give up. 
They persevered, even when bad 
things happened to them.  They 
continued to work and to depend on 
God to help and protect them.

 Sometimes it is hard for us to 
persevere.  But we must keep trusting 
and serving God.  Our enemies may 
try to stop us or cause us to lose faith, 
but we need to continue following 
God.

 No matter what you do, you will 
always face challenges, frustrations 
and criticism in life.  Do not give up!  
Persevere for God!

– Chad Entinger
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Celebrate!

January 18

Faithful Christian
 Nehemiah and the Jews finished 
building the Jerusalem wall and 
gates.  This was very important for 
the city of Jerusalem.  Now the city 
had a new wall, and it could defend 
itself from enemy attacks.  Jerusalem 
was once again considered a strong 
and important city.  And most 
importantly, God was honored and 
glorified.

 So what did Nehemiah and the 
Jews do then?  They celebrated God’s 
help and victory.  They had a great 
party.  Nehemiah 12:27 tells us about 
that celebration.  “The people dedicated 
the wall of Jerusalem.  They brought 
all the Levites to Jerusalem.  They came 
from the towns they lived in.  They came 
to Jerusalem to celebrate the dedication 
of the wall of Jerusalem.  They came to 
sing songs of praise and thanks to God.  
They played their cymbals, harps, and 
lyres.”

 The Jews celebrated what God 
had accomplished through them.  
They dedicated the wall around 
Jerusalem with great joy and songs 
of thanksgiving.  The people walked 
on the wall and gave thanks to God.  
They did all this to honor God.

 Celebrate what God has done in 
your life and your church.  Thank 
God for sending His Son, Jesus, to die 
on the cross for your sins.  Celebrate!

– Chad Entinger

Suggested Bible Reading  
Nehemiah 12:27-41

Suggested Bible Reading  
Hebrews 11:1-10

 I knew a woman who was a faithful 
Christian.  She worked all her life as 
a nurse.  Then she became sick and 
was in hospice care.  Even during this 
difficult time, she showed others that 
she loved and served God.  When 
she died, she left her body to medical 
science so medical students can learn 
more about the human body.

 There have been many people 
throughout history who have 
remained faithful to God.  Hebrews, 
chapter 11, lists some people who 
loved and served God.  Hebrews 11:1 
talks about true faithfulness.  “Faith is 
what makes real the things we hope for.  
It is proof of what we cannot see.” 

 You probably have read about 
many of the people listed in Hebrews 
11 — Noah, Abraham, Jacob, Joseph, 
Moses, Gideon, Samson, David and 
many more.  These Old Testament 
people were not perfect, but God 
used all of these faithful people to 
accomplish His plan. 

 God wants to use you today.  
Maybe He will use you to lead others 
to Jesus.  Maybe God will use you to 
teach  children about Him.  Or maybe 
He will use you to bless the lives of 
other people.  Be a faithful Christian, 
and let God use you today. 
 
– Cathy Garvin
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God is Awesome

January 20

God Carries Us
 We live in a highly technical 
world.  People have invented many 
fascinating machines.  Space shuttles 
orbit the earth and return to land in 
a precise spot.  Huge farm machines 
can harvest many acres of crops in 
a day.  Livestock are fed at the push 
of a button.  We praise all these 
inventions and glorify the people for 
their inventive skills.

 But have you ever stopped to really 
think about the awesome and mighty 
God we serve?  He created the world 
and everything in it.  He made the 
sun, the moon, the stars, the earth and 
all other planets.  God made all things 
to work together smoothly for the 
benefit of all people.  Wow!

 After Moses led the Israelites safely 
through the Red Sea, he sang a song 
to God.  In Exodus 15:2a, Moses 
praised God for the wonderful things 
He had done.  “The Lord is my strength.  
He saves me, and I sing songs of praise 
to him.  He is my God, and I praise him.”

 We see God’s power in the 
everyday things in life.  The wind 
and rain are necessary for life on 
earth.  Sometimes the storms become 
violent, and we look to God, pleading 
for safety and protection.  We need 
to remember that God is in control 
and He can use our bad experiences to 
draw us closer to Him.

 Praise God today for all He has 
done!  

– Marj Pike

Suggested Bible Reading  
Exodus 15:1-13

Suggested Bible Reading  
Deuteronomy 1:19-33

 When my sons were three and six 
years old, we went to a park where 
there was entertainment, concerts and 
animals to see.  My three-year-old 
wanted to be just like his big brother 
and walk alongside us.

 But when we started walking in 
large crowds, my son became afraid 
and wanted us to carry him.  Then 
when there weren’t so many people 
near us, he would walk again.  At 
night there was a fireworks show.  My 
young son had never seen fireworks 
before.  At first he was fascinated, but 
then the fireworks became larger and 
louder.  He reached his arms up and 
wanted us to pick him up and keep 
him safe.

 Moses sent 12 spies into the land 
of Canaan.  But when they came 
back, only two men said that they 
would be able to conquer the land.  In 
Deuteronomy 1:31, Moses reminded 
the Israelites that God had always 
been with them.  “You saw what 
happened in the desert.  You saw how the 
Lord your God carried you like a man 
carries his child.  He brought you safely 
all the way to this place.”

 When we are scared or facing 
difficult times, God picks us up and 
carries us in His arms.  How does He 
do this?  He comforts us and reminds 
us that He loves us and will take care 
of us.  Thank God today for His love 
and protection.

– Bonnie Hall



12January 21

Look to Jesus (1)

January 22

Look to Jesus (2)
 My husband and I were visiting 
relatives in Virginia.  We heard that 
a hurricane was supposed to hit near 
our home in Florida.  So we left 
Virginia to drive home as quickly as 
we could to prepare our house for the 
hurricane.  

 While we were eating dinner in a 
restaurant on the way, my husband 
suddenly fainted.  Someone called 
911, and when the EMTs arrived they 
said he had no pulse.  They did CPR, 
and my husband started breathing 
again.  

 As I sat there and watched the 
EMTs, I inhaled and exhaled slowly 
and started to pray.  John 16:33 
popped into my head.  “I have told 
you these things so that you can have 
peace in me.  In this world you will have 
troubles.  But be brave!  I have defeated 
the world!”  These are words that Jesus 
spoke to His disciples the night before 
He died.  Jesus wanted to give them 
courage and peace.

 When I remembered that verse, I 
knew that I didn’t need to be afraid or 
worried.  I knew that I could be brave 
and at peace during this difficult time 
because Jesus had already won the 
battle against the devil.

 When you are facing difficult 
times, think about God’s Word.  
Remember that He has promised to be 
with you and help you.

– Suzanne Austin-Hill

Suggested Bible Reading  
John 16:25-33

Suggested Bible Reading  
Psalm 119:105-112

 After the EMTs revived my 
husband, they took him outside and 
put him in an ambulance to drive him 
to the hospital.  I followed them and 
got into my car.  As the ambulance 
took off, I suddenly realized that I was 
in a strange town and didn’t know 
where the hospital was.

 As I started my car, again I inhaled 
and exhaled slowly.  Another Bible 
verse popped into my head.  This time 
it was Psalm 119:105.  “Your word is 
like a lamp that guides my steps, a light 
that shows the path I should take.”  As 
I sped away from the restaurant, I 
prayed out loud, “God, please don’t let 
me lose the light that will show me 
the way to the hospital!”

 The ambulance was going fast and 
it got way ahead of me.  But I was 
always able to see the tiny red flashing 
light on top of the ambulance.  That 
was the light I had prayed for.  God 
used it to show me the way to the 
hospital — which was 45 minutes 
away!

 Are you uncertain about things in 
your life?  Do you need a light that 
will guide you and show you the way?  
Depend on God to be your light.  His 
words and His promises will lead you 
in the right way and give you comfort.

– Suzanne Austin-Hill
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Look to Jesus (3) Look to Jesus (4)
 Several years before our trip to 
Virginia, our doctor told my husband 
and me that we should not drive 
long distances without stopping 
and resting overnight in a hotel.  
Since that time, we always stopped 
overnight in South Carolina.  But on 
this particular trip, we were hurrying 
to get home before the hurricane hit. 
So we thought about not stopping 
overnight and driving straight 
through to Florida.

 But then I remembered our 
doctor’s advice, and we decided to 
stop overnight.  Obeying that advice 
was very important.  If we hadn’t 
stopped for the night, my husband 
might have fainted while driving on 
the highway.  Then we might both 
have been injured or killed.

 That experience reminded me how 
important it is for us to pay attention 
to Jesus’ advice.  Here is what He told 
a follower in Luke 11:28.  “But Jesus 
said, ‘The people who hear the teaching 
of God and obey it — they are the ones 
who have God’s blessing.’”

 I was happy we obeyed our doctor’s 
advice.  And I am happy and blessed 
when I obey God’s advice.  If you 
want all the blessings that God has for 
you, just remember to trust Him and 
obey His words!

– Suzanne Austin-Hill

Suggested Bible Reading  
Luke 11:27-28

Suggested Bible Reading  
Psalm 32:6-11

 Every time my husband and I 
took a trip, he did all the driving.  
But when he was released from the 
hospital, he was told that he should 
not drive.  So I had to drive all the 
way back to Florida — eight hours of 
driving!

 I was ready to panic, but I 
remembered another Bible verse - 
Psalm 32:8.  “The Lord says, ‘I will 
teach you and guide you in the way you 
should live.  I will watch over you and be 
your guide.”  After thinking about that 
verse, I knew that God would guide us 
safely back to Florida.

 God helped me get a good night’s 
sleep so I was well-rested for the trip 
home.  When we are traveling, we 
usually leave about 6:00 a.m., but this 
time, God prompted me to leave at 
3:00 a.m. instead.  Because there were 
fewer people traveling at that hour, 
we didn’t have any traffic jams.  And, 
we were able to get gas at the stations 
where we stopped.  Later in the day I 
heard that many gas stations ran out 
of gas because so many people were 
trying to get away from the hurricane. 

 God guided me to drive us home 
safely that day.  I praised Him and 
thanked Him for His protection.  
What is happening in your life today?  
Do you need God’s help?  Ask Him to 
guide you today.   

– Suzanne Austin-Hill
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Look to Jesus (5)

January 26

Quiet!  Be Still!
 For the past four days, I have 
told you what happened when my 
husband and I were traveling.  God 
gave us both courage and peace to face 
our challenges.  God’s Word was like 
a light that led me during my time of 
darkness.  God blessed us when we 
obeyed Him, and He safely guided us 
home.

 Time has passed since that trip 
home from Virginia.  Now I realize 
that through our experience, God 
taught me one more thing.  God 
taught this same thing to David.  
David was being chased by King Saul, 
who wanted to kill him.  But God 
protected David.  David wrote about 
this in Psalm 18:35.  “Lord, you have 
given me your shield to protect me.  You 
support me with your right hand.  It is 
your help that has made me great.”

 What did God teach David and 
me?  He taught us that we need to 
come to Him for help when we are 
facing difficult times.  When you have 
a problem, the first thing you should 
do is talk to God.  Pray to Him and ask 
Him for His help and guidance.  He 
will never let you down!  

 Communicate with God today.  
Allow Him to comfort you and show 
you how you can serve Him best.

– Suzanne Austin-Hill

Suggested Bible Reading  
Psalm 18:28-36

Suggested Bible Reading  
Mark 4:35-41

 Rainbows are beautiful.  They 
stretch from one end of the sky to the 
other.  Rainbows remind me that God 
always keeps His promises.  They also 
remind me that a time of calm comes 
after the storm.

 One time Jesus and His disciples 
were caught in a storm.  They were 
in a boat on the lake when a bad wind 
came up.  The waves were coming up 
over the boat, and it filled with water.  
Jesus was asleep in the boat.  His 
disciples woke Him and said, “We are 
going to drown!”

 Mark 4:39 tells us what Jesus did.  
“Jesus stood up and gave a command to 
the wind and the water.  He said, ‘Quiet!  
Be still!’  Then the wind stopped, and the 
lake became calm.”  The disciples were 
astonished and afraid.  Jesus reminded 
them that they had not trusted Him to 
take care of them.  

 We may face storms in our lives, 
too.  These storms may be family 
problems, financial struggles, sickness, 
divorce or the loss of a loved one.  
When these storms appear, we may 
become worried and afraid.  That 
is when Jesus says to us, “Quiet!  Be 
still!”  Jesus reminds us to calm down 
and to trust Him.

 Rely on Jesus today as you face 
storms in your life.  

– Dave Lewicki
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Prayer Trust the Lord
 My grandson knelt by his bed to 
say his prayers.  He spoke so quietly 
that his mother could not hear him.  
His mother whispered, “I can’t hear 
you.”  My grandson replied, “I am not 
talking to you, I am talking to God.”

 That is a funny story, but it 
reminds me that when I pray, I am 
talking to God.  I need to remember 
that I don’t need to impress people 
with my fancy words or signs.  
Instead, I just need to talk with God 
the same way I would talk with a close 
friend.

 One time Jesus and His followers 
went into the Temple in Jerusalem.  
People were buying and selling things 
there.  Some people were exchanging 
different kinds of money.  This made 
Jesus very sad.  He turned over the 
benches of those who were selling and 
told the people they could not carry 
things into the Temple.

 Jesus used this as a way to teach His 
disciples.  Mark 11:17 tells us what 
Jesus said.  “Then Jesus began teaching 
the people and said, ‘It is written in the 
Scriptures, “My Temple will be called 
a house of prayer for all nations.”  But 
you have changed it into a “hiding place 
for thieves.”’”

 Think about your life today.  Do 
you have a place where you can be 
alone and pray?  Make sure that you 
make time to communicate with God 
every day.

– Pat Fenton

Suggested Bible Reading  
Mark 11:15-19

Suggested Bible Reading  
Proverbs 3:5-8

 My friend was fishing on Lake 
Ontario when a terrible fog rolled in. 
Suddenly, he was not sure where he 
was or which direction led back to 
shore.  But he had a small compass 
with him, and he used that compass to 
get safely back to shore.

 While he was heading to shore, 
he met another boat going in the 
opposite direction.  The people in 
that other boat shouted, “You are 
going the wrong way!  We know we 
are going in the right direction.”  The 
people in that boat did not have a 
compass.  They were just depending 
on their feelings.  My friend warned 
them that they were headed for the 
middle of the lake, but they did not 
pay attention to him.

 Proverbs 3:5 reminds us that we 
need to depend on God.  “Trust the 
Lord completely, and don’t depend on 
your own knowledge.  With every step 
you take, think about what he wants, 
and he will help you go the right way.”  
We need to depend on God, not 
on our feelings or what we think is 
right.  Sometimes we may feel that 
something is right.  But if it does not 
agree with what the Bible teaches, 
then it is wrong. 

 We need to study God’s Word and 
depend on Him to lead us in the right 
way.  Like the boat, our lives can be 
headed toward dangerous waters.  But 
if we depend on Him, the Bible will be 
our compass and keep us safe. 

– Jo Krueger
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Don’t Give Up

January 30

He Cares for You
 As we go though each day, we 
often see people who are sad and 
hopeless.  We may think that their 
situation has been caused by mistakes 
and poor choices.  But some of these 
people are suffering because of things 
beyond their control.

 I once knew a woman who was 
in a homeless shelter with her five 
children.  Some people may have 
thought this woman was there to 
take advantage of people who could 
support her.  But that was not true.  
This woman’s husband was sick and 
had been in the hospital for a long 
time.  They had to sell their home in 
order to pay the bills. But through all 
her struggles, this woman did not lose 
hope or give up.  She was an example 
to others of perseverance and hope.       

 Paul wrote to the Christians in 
Corinth about the troubles he had 
faced.  Even though Paul was beaten 
and put in prison or hungry and tired, 
he did not give up.  Paul talked about 
this in 2 Corinthians 6:4.  “But in every 
way we show that we are servants of 
God.  We never give up, even though we 
face troubles, difficulties, and problems 
of every kind.”  

 Remember that God is with you 
and will help you encourage others 
who are facing similar problems.  
Don’t give up!  

 – Charalotte Mosely

Suggested Bible Reading  
2 Corinthians 6:1-7

Suggested Bible Reading  
1 Peter 5:6-9

 The world is full of people who 
worry.  They worry about their 
children, their jobs, their finances 
and their possessions.  Worry is a 
terrible thing.  It may cause people to 
be grumpy, sick or even suicidal.  But 
God does not want us to worry.  He 
has promised to take care of us.  God 
will take care of us now and in the 
future.  That is a wonderful promise!

 In 1 Peter 5:7, Peter tells us what 
we should do when we are tempted to 
worry.  “Give all your worries to him, 
because he cares for you.”  What are 
we supposed to do?  Give our worries 
to God.  Why should we do this?  
Because He loves us.

 God has the answer to all of our 
worries.  We should not be unhappy 
or discouraged.  Instead, we need to 
trust God.  He has promised to stay 
close to us and help us.

 Maybe you are worried about a 
child that is sick.  Maybe you are 
worried about how you will pay your 
rent this month.  Or maybe you are 
worried about all the terrible things 
that are happening in the world.  God 
wants you to give all these worries to 
Him.  If you depend on Him, He will 
guide you and show you how you can 
be peaceful and content in His love.

 Are you worried?  You don’t need 
to be worried.  No matter what 
happens today, God is ready to take 
care of you!

– Terry Dowling
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Giggles and Bubbles Good Friend
 God blessed me and my husband 
with two wonderful children.  I love 
them so much, and I know that God 
loves them, too.  Recently I read that 
it costs more than $225,000 to raise a 
child from birth to age 18.  That is less 
than $1.50 an hour, but it is still a lot 
of money.  Raising children not only 
requires a lot of money, it requires a 
lot of work, too.

 The writer of Psalm 127:3 tells us 
something very special about children.  
“Children are a gift from the Lord, a 
reward from a mother’s womb.”  My 
children have truly been God’s gift to 
me.  Let’s look at some rewards that 
children give to us.  

 With children, you have giggles 
under the covers at night, questions 
about rocks, ants and clouds, warm 
cookies, and fun blowing bubbles, 
flying kites and running in the rain.  
When you are with children, you 
don’t have to act grown-up.  You can 
finger paint, play hide-and-seek and 
catch lightning bugs.     

 As I have watched my children 
grow, I have learned much about God 
and how He unselfishly loves each 
one of us.  Yes, my children have truly 
been a gift from God.

 And best of all, children grow 
up and give you wonderful 
grandchildren!  God, I praise you for 
children!! 

– Peggy King

Suggested Bible Reading  
Psalm 127:1-5

Suggested Bible Reading  
John 13:31-34

 When I was little, I had a good 
friend who lived close to me.  We 
played together often.  When he 
moved away, we still kept in touch 
with each other.  We saw each other 
at camp, the playground at school or 
the grocery store.

 My friend grew up and married 
and had several children.  He became 
a fireman.  But then he died very 
suddenly from cancer.  I was very sad 
that my friend died, but I am so glad 
that he was a Christian.  I know we 
will see each again someday when 
Jesus returns.

 The night before Jesus died, He 
talked about His death with His close 
followers.  He told them that He was 
going to die and that He would go 
away.  I am sure He was sad to share 
this news with them.  Jesus loved 
these men and had worked closely 
with them for over three years. 

 But even though Jesus was going 
away, He told them about His love 
and gave them a new command.  We 
find this command in John 13:34-35.  
“I give you a new command:  Love each 
other.  You must love each other just as I 
loved you.  All people will know that you 
are my followers if you love each other.”

 Thank God today for your good 
friends.  Show them God’s love and 
tell them about Jesus!

– Cathy Garvin
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God’s Comfort

February 3

Forgive Others
 I have read that Psalm 46 is a 
favorite Bible chapter for many 
Christians.  Why do people like this 
psalm?  I think they like this psalm 
because it is filled with comfort and 
peace.

 Psalm 46:1-2 begins with words 
of comfort.  “God is our protection and 
source of strength.  He is always ready 
to help us in time of trouble.  So we are 
not afraid when the earth quakes and 
the mountains fall into the sea.”  Those 
words make me feel peaceful and 
satisfied.  Verse 7 reminds us that 
God is always with us.  And verse 
10 encourages us to depend on God 
instead of ourselves.

 The Bible clearly shows us that 
God is able to take care of His people.  
The devil is at work, trying to draw 
us away from God.  We may face 
problems in our lives, but we can 
always depend on God to help us.

 Sometimes we become distracted 
in life, and we fail to depend on God.  
That’s when we need to remember 
the many times that God has helped 
and blessed us.  If we truly seek God 
and His help, He will never leave us 
alone.

 Let’s join the writer of Psalm 46 in 
praising God today for His comfort 
and peace!  And don’t forget to thank 
God for His encouragement and help.

– Ina Mae Jackson

Suggested Bible Reading  
Psalm 46:1-11

Suggested Bible Reading  
Colossians 3:1-11

 As I sat in my office, I was thinking 
about the movie I had watched the 
night before.  My wife and I had 
attended a showing of the Christian 
movie, “I Can Only Imagine.”  The 
movie told the story about a young 
man who was abused by his father.  
Years later the father decided to 
become a Christian.  He became a 
new person because of Jesus.  But the 
son told his father, “God may forgive 
you, but I can’t.”  Eventually, the son 
changed his heart and forgave his 
father.

 Some people are willing to accept 
God’s forgiveness for their sins.  But 
they are not willing to forgive other 
people who have hurt them.  Paul 
talked about forgiveness in Colossians 
3:12-13.   “God has chosen you and made 
you his holy people.  He loves you.  So 
your new life should be like this:  Show 
mercy to others.  Be kind, humble, 
gentle, and patient.  Don’t be angry 
with each other, but forgive each other.  
If you feel someone has wronged you, 
forgive them.  Forgive others because 
the Lord forgave you.”

 True repentance means to change 
our life and turn away from sin.  
When we do that, we need to start 
living  a life of love and forgiveness.  
If Jesus was willing to die for us, we 
should be willing to forgive other 
people who have hurt us.  

 Thank God for His forgiveness and 
share it with others today! 

– Robert Segress
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Dangerous Mission Live Joyfully
 My dad served in the United States 
Army during World War II.  Later 
he enjoyed watching old war movies 
on TV.  These movies had one theme 
that occurred again and again — 
asking for volunteers for a dangerous 
mission.  Often this kind of mission 
required one person to move through 
the enemy lines undetected.  

 Through the history of the Bible 
God has asked for volunteers to help 
spread His message of salvation.  
Abraham volunteered to go to a new 
land and serve God there.  David 
volunteered to fight the giant, 
Goliath.  And twelve men volunteered 
to live and work with Jesus for three 
years.

 One special volunteer that God 
used was Isaiah.  Isaiah 6:8 tells us 
about this.  “Then I heard the Lord’s 
voice saying, ‘Who can I send?  Who will 
go for us?’  So I said, ‘Here I am.  Send 
me.’”  God could have demanded that 
Isaiah speak for Him.  But instead God 
asked who was willing, and Isaiah 
responded that he was ready.

 Sometimes being a volunteer 
for God can be dangerous.  Many 
Christians around the world are 
persecuted every day.  God may ask 
you to give up your job and serve Him 
in a foreign country.  Or He may just 
ask you to share the Good News about 
Jesus with your neighbors.  Be ready 
to volunteer to help spread God’s 
message to the world!

– Pam Davis

Suggested Bible Reading  
Isaiah 6:1-8

Suggested Bible Reading  
1 John 1:1-4

 It is sad that some Christians are 
grumpy.  I know you have seen people 
like that.  You probably have some 
in your church.  Grumpy Christians 
are so concerned about this life and 
its troubles and trials, that they forget 
that Jesus came to give them joy!  

 The joy that Jesus brings can’t be 
explained.  1 Peter 1:8 tells us that 
it is a wonderful and heavenly joy.  
Christians should be the happiest 
people in the world.

 The apostle John wrote letters to 
Christians so that they could have the 
joy that comes from serving Jesus.  
Here is what he wrote in 1 John 1:3-4.  
“We are telling you about what we have 
seen and heard because we want you to 
have fellowship with us.  The fellowship 
we share together is with God the Father 
and his Son Jesus Christ.  We write these 
things to you so that you can be full of 
joy with us.”

 John said that He knew Jesus and 
that life with Jesus will continue 
forever.  Why did John write this?  
Because he wants us to have a special 
relationship with other Christians, to 
have fellowship with God and to be 
full of joy!

 Christian, don’t be grumpy!  
Rejoice!  Be happy in your salvation.  
Be happy that God is living in you.  
Be happy you can share with other 
Christians.  Be happy that you can do 
God’s will.  Live joyfully today!

– Karan Riley
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Live in the Light

February 7

Live Like Jesus Lived
 I know a young girl who hates 
getting up in the morning, especially 
on a school day.  She would much 
rather stay in bed.  When she does get 
up, she wants the house to be as dark 
as possible.  Why?  Because the light 
hurts her eyes.  If she can’t stay in bed, 
then she wants to be in the dark.  She 
is not ready to begin the day.

 Some people are like that 
spiritually.  Instead of living in the 
light of God and His goodness, they 
would rather stay in the darkness of 
sin.  We should not be afraid of God’s 
light.  God’s light will not hurt.  God’s 
light gives us joy.  God’s light is pure 
and good.

 In 1 John 1:7 John encourages us 
to live in God’s light. “We should live 
in the light, where God is.  If we live in 
the light, we have fellowship with each 
other, and the blood sacrifice of Jesus, 
God’s Son, washes away every sin and 
makes us clean.”  

 Light represents God’s goodness 
and truth.  John tells us we can’t live 
in God’s light and still try to walk in 
the darkness of sin.  God wants to 
take all the darkness of sin away from 
us.  He wants to make us pure and 
clean.

 Don’t be in the darkness of sin 
today.  Ask God to forgive your sins 
and show you how you can live for 
Him.  Come, live in the light!

– Karan Riley

Suggested Bible Reading  
1 John 5:5-10

Suggested Bible Reading  
1 John 2:1-6

 Many years ago, a man named 
Charles Sheldon wrote a book called  
In His Steps.  This is a story about some 
Christians who wanted to change 
their lives and live like Jesus.  They 
decided that they would ask, “What 
would Jesus do?” before they made 
any decision.

 The story tells about the difficult 
times these Christians had because 
they decided to live like Jesus.  It also 
tells how their whole community 
was made better because these people 
decided to truly follow Jesus.

 In John’s first letter to Christians, 
he talks about sin.  Here is what 
he said in 1 John 2:1-2.  “My dear 
children, I write this letter to you so that 
you will not sin.  But if anyone sins, we 
have Jesus Christ to help us.  He always 
did what was right, so he is able to 
defend us before God the Father.  Jesus 
is the way our sins are taken away.  And 
he is the way all people can have their 
sins taken away too.”

 When we study the Bible and 
invite God to live in us, we can begin 
to live like Jesus lived.  If God is 
living in us, He can help us overcome 
the temptation to sin.  When we 
overcome sin in our lives, we will be 
living like Jesus lived.

 Ask yourself today, “What would 
Jesus do?”  With God’s help, you can 
live like Jesus lived. 

– Karan Riley
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Strikes I Can Trust God
 I like to bowl.  I am not a skilled 
bowler, but I enjoy playing the game.  
Sometimes I get a “strike,” and I knock 
down all ten pins.  But often I have 
“gutter balls.”  This means that my 
bowling ball goes into the gutter and 
doesn’t knock down any pins.

 Those gutter balls have taught me 
a good lesson.  When I throw a gutter 
ball, I am disappointed.  So when I 
throw a strike, I remember the gutter 
balls, and then I am really happy.

 In Luke, chapter 15, we learn about 
a man who had two sons.  Both sons 
had food to eat and lots of money.  
But then the younger son took his 
inheritance and left home.  He wasted 
all his money and became very 
hungry.  

 Luke 15:17-18 tells us when 
the young man was hungry, he 
remembered all the good things he 
had before.  “The son realized that he 
had been very foolish.  He thought, ‘All 
my father’s hired workers have plenty 
of food.  But here I am, almost dead, 
because I have nothing to eat.  I will 
leave and go to my father.  I will say to 
him:  Father, I have sinned against God 
and have done wrong to you.”  

 Be thankful for both the good 
times and the bad times in your life.  
Remember how God has helped you 
through the bad times and blessed you 
with the good times.  

– Jack Provines

Suggested Bible Reading  
Luke 15:11-24

Suggested Bible Reading  
Psalm 65:1-13

 In today’s world it is often hard to 
trust people.  We want to be able to 
trust the people that we meet.  But we 
see on the news that someone stole 
money from elderly people or took 
advantage of poor people.  

 The Bible teaches that we can 
trust God.  Psalm 65 gives us several 
reasons why we can trust God.  We 
find one reason in Psalm 65:5.  “God, 
you answer our prayers and do what is 
right.  You do amazing things to save us.  
People all over the world know they can 
trust in you, even those who live across 
the sea.”

 Psalm 65 also gives us other 
reasons that we can trust God — He 
listens to our prayers, forgives our 
sins, saves us and takes care of the 
world.  Because of those things, I 
know that I can trust God.  

 God takes care of me every day.  He 
protects me and provides the things 
I need.  Therefore, I know that God 
will take care of me in the future, 
too.  God wants me to trust Him and 
depend on Him every day of my life.  

 Maybe today someone will fail you, 
and then you will feel you can’t trust 
that person.  Don’t be discouraged.  
Remember that you can always trust 
God.  He will be with you and love 
you and guide you. 

– Linda Lamb
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What You Believe (1)

February 11

What You Believe (2)
 Some people believe Christianity 
is like all other religions.  But 
Christianity is different from all other 
religions.  In fact, Christianity isn’t 
a religion at all!  Christianity is a 
relationship with God.

 The God of Christianity isn’t an 
animal, a being from another planet 
or a man-made statue.  He isn’t even 
a person who died and was buried.  
The God of Christianity is the living 
Creator of the universe.  Here is how 
Jeremiah 10:10a describes God.  “But 
the Lord is the only true God.  He is the 
only God who is alive.  He is the King 
who rules forever.”

 Each person’s relationship with 
God begins when he confesses his 
sin, asks God for forgiveness, accepts 
Jesus’ death on the cross as the penalty 
for his sin and obeys Jesus’ commands.  
This relationship then continues to 
grow as the person learns more about 
God and how to live for Him.

 A relationship with God can’t be 
bought.  It can’t be earned.  It can’t be 
passed from one person to another.  
It is a free gift that is given to each 
person who responds to God’s call and 
accepts Jesus as His Lord and Savior.

 If you haven’t made a decision to 
follow Jesus, I encourage you to do 
that right away.  What you believe 
is important.  Start your relationship 
with God today!

– Gayle Thorn

Suggested Bible Reading  
Jeremiah 10:1-16

Suggested Bible Reading  
1 Peter 2:19-25

 What you believe is important.  
All religions believe that their main 
purpose is to find God.  Followers of 
each religion are given a list of things 
they must do and rules they must 
follow.  Then they hope that if they 
do all those things, they will find God.

 But Christianity is different.  
Christianity has no list of things that 
must be done to find God.  In fact, 
Christianity teaches that people don’t 
find God.  Instead, God finds people!

 God created all people to want a 
relationship with Him.  1 Peter 2:25 
talks about this.  “You were like sheep 
that went the wrong way.  But now you 
have come back to the Shepherd and 
Protector of your lives.”  This means 
that all people have wandered from 
God into a life of sin.  Disobeying God 
creates an empty place in their lives 
that only God can fill. 

 The religions of the world teach 
that if we find God, the empty place 
will be filled.  But Christianity teaches 
that God is looking for us.  He wants 
us to welcome Him into our lives so 
He can fill that empty place.

 Are you searching for God?  You 
can stop searching.  God is here right 
now waiting for you to accept Him 
and His Son, Jesus.  What you believe 
is important.  Follow and obey Jesus 
today! 

– Gayle Thorn
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What You Believe (3) What You Believe (4)
 What you believe is very 
important.  Many religions believe 
there are many gods.  Some religions 
have hundreds of gods.  But 
Christianity is different.  Christianity 
teaches that there is only one God and 
that all other gods are false.  Here is 
what Paul said about this in Galatians 
4:8.  “In the past you did not know God.  
You were slaves to gods that were not 
real.”  The gods that the people in 
Galatia had been serving were lifeless 
man-made things.  They couldn’t 
hear.  They couldn’t see.  They didn’t 
know anything.  And they couldn’t 
answer prayer or do something to 
help someone.

 The God of heaven wasn’t created 
by human hands or invented by a 
human mind.  He is the Creator of all 
things.  God has always existed.  He 
sees all we do.  He knows everything.

 There is one big difference 
between the God of heaven and all 
the other things people call gods.  The 
God of heaven is capable of love.  He 
loves you and me.  He loves us so 
much that He sent His Son, Jesus, so 
we can have our sins forgiven and live 
with Him forever.

 Do you believe those things?  
Remember that what you believe 
is important.  Accept God’s gift of 
forgiveness and eternal life, and live 
for Him!

– Gayle Thorn

Suggested Bible Reading  
Galatians 4:8-20

Suggested Bible Reading  
1 John 4:7-21

 What you believe is important.  
God loves us so much that He sent 
His Son, Jesus, to be punished in our 
place.  Jesus did this by dying on a 
cross so we can have our sins forgiven 
and live with Him forever.

 But how do we know that is true?  
How do we really know that God 
loves us?

 1 John 4:8 gives us the answer.  
“Anyone who does not love does not know 
God, because God is love.”  God’s very 
nature is love.  He can’t do anything 
except love us.  In fact, God loves us 
so much that He sent Jesus to die on 
the cross years ago.  And that was 
before we believed in Him, before we 
loved Him and while we were still 
living in sin and rejecting His love. 

 Jesus said that the greatest way to 
show that we love someone is to die 
for them.  That is exactly what Jesus 
did.  Jesus, the Son of God, willingly 
sacrificed Himself.  He obeyed God 
and did what God wanted Him to do.  
There is nothing greater that God 
could do to prove His love for us.

 Do you believe that God loves 
you and sacrificed His Son for you?  
I say it again — what you believe is 
important.  Then follow and obey 
Him today!

– Gayle Thorn
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What You Believe (5)

February 15

What You Believe (6)
 God loves us.  We can know that 
God loves us because he sacrificed 
His Son, Jesus, on the cross to pay the 
penalty for our sin.

 God doesn’t have to love.  God 
freely chooses to love us.  God didn’t 
have to send Jesus to die for us, but 
He did.  Jesus didn’t have to obey God 
and suffer humiliation and death for 
me, but He did.  

 Here is how Jesus expressed it 
in John 10:17.  “The Father loves me 
because I give my life.  I give my life so 
that I can get it back again.”  Jesus chose 
to die for us because He loves us.  
God and Jesus chose to make painful 
sacrifices for us.  They didn’t have to 
make those sacrifices.  They chose to 
make them.

 We don’t have to accept Jesus’ 
death as our punishment.  We don’t 
have to accept His resurrection as our 
path to eternal life.  And we don’t 
have to believe that God loves us.

 But, if you choose to reject God’s 
love, forgiveness and salvation, you 
are choosing to reject God and His 
Son, Jesus.

 So I ask you . . . what do you 
believe about God, Jesus and their 
love for you?  Remember — what you 
believe is important!

– Gayle Thorn

Suggested Bible Reading  
John 10:7-18

Suggested Bible Reading  
Psalm 99:1-9

 As we have been saying through 
this series of devotions — what you 
believe is important.  So, do you 
believe that it is necessary to go to 
church?  Or do you believe that it 
doesn’t really matter if you attend 
church?

 As Christians, we should attend 
church for a couple of reasons.  First, 
in the New Testament we find many 
examples of Christians meeting 
together.  One reason they met 
together was to fellowship with each 
other.  They ate together and prayed 
together.  By spending time together, 
they were able to encourage, help and 
support each other.

 Second, the early Christians met 
to worship and praise God.  Worship 
is our response to God and how we 
thank God for loving us.  Worship 
is how we show our love and 
appreciation to God.  

 Psalm 99 is all about worship.  The 
writer of this psalm loved God.  His 
psalm is filled with praising God, 
glorifying God and exalting God for 
His greatness.  Here is the writer’s 
encouragement to us in Psalm 99:9.  
“Praise the Lord our God.  Bow down 
toward his holy mountain and worship 
him.  The Lord our God is holy!”

 What you believe is important.  
Explore God’s Word and learn how to 
worship and praise Him. 

– Gayle Thorn
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What You Believe (7) What You Believe (8)
 What you believe is important.  
Christianity is a relationship with 
God, who chooses to love us and 
deserves our worship.  Christians 
should regularly meet together to 
worship God, praise Him, sing to 
Him, and learn more about Him and 
how He wants us to live.

 Worshiping God should not be 
difficult or a burden for Christians.  
Worshiping God should come 
naturally to anyone who has accepted 
Jesus as their Lord and Savior.

 Isaiah 43:7 tells us why worship 
should be a Christian’s natural 
response.  “Bring to me all the people 
who are mine — the people who have my 
name.  I made them for myself.  I made 
them, and they are mine.”  

 God created us to worship Him.  
God put the desire to worship Him in 
our hearts.  There is no greater thing 
we can do than worship God.  Even 
people who are not Christians have 
a desire to worship God.  But often 
their desire becomes twisted and they 
end up worshiping things instead of 
worshiping God.  

 Do you believe that God created 
you to worship Him?  Remember that 
what you believe is important.  What 
you believe determines where you 
will be for all eternity.

– Gayle Thorn

Suggested Bible Reading  
Isaiah 43:1-7

Suggested Bible Reading  
John 8:21-30

 Today we are going to talk about 
the absolutely most important thing 
in the universe.  What you believe 
about this topic will decide where you 
will spend eternity.

 Here is the topic:  Jesus is the one 
and only way to God and eternal life.  
Now you have two choices.  The first 
choice is that you can believe it is 
true.  You can believe that all people 
have sinned and deserve to spend 
eternity in hell, separated from God.  
You can believe Jesus’ words in John 
8:24.  “I told you that you would die in 
your sins.  Yes, if you don’t believe that I 
AM, you will die in your sins.”  You can 
believe that Jesus died on the cross 
and was raised to life so your sins can 
be forgiven and you can live with God 
forever.

 Or you can choose not to believe 
those things.  Instead, you can choose 
to believe that heaven and hell aren’t 
real.  Or you can choose to believe 
that everyone is going to heaven if 
they do enough good things to earn 
their way to heaven.

 It’s up to you.  It’s your choice to 
believe in Jesus or not.  Don’t forget 
— what you believe is extremely 
important!  I hope you will choose 
to receive God’s gift of forgiveness, 
salvation and eternal life today! 

– Gayle Thorn
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What God Wants

February 19

Patience
 In the Bible we learn that the 
Jewish religious leaders often boasted 
about how good and religious they 
were.  These men would pray on the 
street corners where people could see 
them.  Sometimes these men would 
look sad and make people think they 
were serious about praying.  These 
leaders would even brag about how 
much money they gave or how often 
they went without eating food.  Why 
did they do these things?  Because 
they wanted to impress other Jewish 
people.

 The Bible teaches that the things 
these religious leaders did are 
worthless.  James 1:26 talks about 
this.  “You might think you are a very 
religious person.  But if your tongue is 
out of control, you are fooling yourself.  
Your careless talk makes your offerings 
to God worthless.”   

 James goes on to tell us about the 
true worship that God wants.  We 
must take care of children whose 
parents have died and women whose 
husbands have died.  James says this is 
the worship that God accepts as pure 
and good.  These verses also tell us 
to keep away from sin in the world.  
If we do those things, God will be 
happy.

 Don’t be like the Jewish leaders.  
Take care of people who are in need.  
Then you will be doing what God 
wants you to do.

– Jack Foreman

Suggested Bible Reading  
James 1:26-27

Suggested Bible Reading  
James 1:2-8

 I was doing my weekly house 
cleaning.  I was happy because I was 
working fast.  Suddenly, the vacuum 
cleaner began making strange noises.  
I kept vacuuming the floor.  But soon 
the vacuum stopped, and I could see 
that the belt was broken.

 I replaced the belt and turned on 
the vacuum.  Soon I smelled burning 
rubber.  I was becoming impatient. 
Several times I adjusted the belt, but 
each time it was not right.  Finally, I 
read the vacuum instruction book and 
successfully repaired the vacuum.  By 
that time, I had run out of patience.

 In James 1:2-3 we learn about 
patience.  “My brothers and sisters, you 
will have many kinds of trouble.  But 
this gives you a reason to be very happy.  
You know that when your faith is tested, 
you learn to be patient in suffering.”  
James says that we should be happy 
when we face troubles, because we 
will learn how to be patient.  

 Every time we face troubles, we 
can learn how to be more patient.  
Maybe you have been impatient, like 
I was with the vacuum.  Perhaps you 
are impatient with your children or 
your broken-down car or the people 
you work with.  Don’t give up.  Ask 
God to help you be patient.  He will 
help you overcome your problems 
and show you how to be kind and 
patient with others.

– Norma Mezoe
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Walk with God Water (1)
 June 15, 2002, my oldest Deaf son 
graduated from high school.  My son 
had been homeschooled since he was 
in kindergarten.  Our whole family 
attended his graduation ceremony.  
When my son’s name was called 
for him to receive his diploma, my 
husband and I walked with him 
to the front.  We shared words of 
encouragement with each other.

 The graduation ceremony was 
important to all three of us.  It 
reminded my husband and me that we 
were responsible to educate and train 
our son to follow God.  We told our 
son that on that day we released him 
to walk with God for the rest of his 
life.  We compared his graduation to 
releasing (shooting) an arrow that is 
aimed at a target.

 In Deuteronomy 6:6-7, Moses gave 
some instructions to the Israelites.  
“Always remember these commands 
that I give you today.  Be sure to teach 
them to your children.  Talk about these 
commands when you sit in your house 
and when you walk on the road.  Talk 
about them when you lie down and when 
you get up.”

 When we become Christians, our 
goal is to walk with God all our lives.  
To do this, we need to read and study 
the Bible, serve the Lord, fellowship 
with other Christians and share the 
Good News about Jesus.  If we do 
those things, we will be close to God 
every day of our lives.

– Debbie Poe

Suggested Bible Reading  
Deuteronomy 6:1-9

Suggested Bible Reading  
Genesis 1:1-31

 Today and for the next few days, 
we will learn some things that the 
Bible teaches us about water.  I 
believe that many of us take water for 
granted.  We forget how important 
it is until we don’t have any.  In some 
parts of the world people have a good 
supply of water.  But in other places, 
there is little or no water.

 Water is first mentioned in 
Genesis 1:1-2.  “God created the sky 
and the earth.  At first, the earth was 
completely empty.  There was nothing 
on the earth.  Darkness covered the 
ocean, and God’s Spirit moved over the 
water.”

 God created water.  That means 
that God made it out of nothing!  And 
it was one of the first things created 
on the earth.  God also made the sky 
and earth.  God’s Holy Spirit was 
there, too.  He was moving over the 
water.

 Maybe you live close to a body 
of water such as a lake or a river or 
the ocean.  As you look out over the 
water, think about all the things God 
has created — the birds in the air, the 
fish in the water, the sun setting on 
the water.  Then take time to thank 
Him for water and all the wonderful 
things He has made for you to enjoy 
here on earth.

– Pam Davis
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Water (2)

February 23

Water (3)
 Water is very important. We use 
water in many ways.  We wash our 
bodies, clothes and dishes.  People 
water their gardens and lawns.   We 
cannot live very long without fresh 
drinking water.

 Have you ever been really, really 
thirsty?  I have watched old movies 
about people who were riding 
across the desert in covered wagons.  
Sometimes when they reached a water 
hole, it had dried up.  Then they 
struggled to keep going and find a 
new source of water.

 In 2 Samuel, chapter 23, we 
learn about a time when David was 
leading the Israelite army.  2 Samuel 
23:15 tells us that David became 
very thirsty.  “David was thirsty for 
some water from his hometown, so 
he said, ‘Oh, if only I could have some 
water from that well by the gate of 
Bethlehem.’”  Three of David’s soldiers 
were very brave.  They fought their 
way through the Philistine army and 
got some water for David from the 
well near the Bethlehem city gate.  
But when they gave the water to 
David, he refused to drink it.  

 David was so honored by what the 
three men had done that he felt he 
was not worthy to drink the water.  
So he offered it as a sacrifice to God.  
In doing this, David worshiped God.  
I hope you will worship and praise 
God today!

– Pam Davis

Suggested Bible Reading  
2 Samuel 23:14-17

Suggested Bible Reading  
Matthew 10:40-42

 Who needs water?  Well, we all 
do — young people, old people, rich 
people, poor people.  One time Jesus 
taught about helping people and He 
used the example of a cold cup of 
water.

 Jesus was teaching His followers 
about going out and sharing the Good 
News about God’s kingdom.  Jesus 
reminded them that sometimes it is 
not easy to follow Jesus. But then, 
in Matthew 10:42, Jesus said that 
God will bless people who help His 
followers.  “Whoever helps any of these 
little ones because they are my followers 
will definitely get a reward, even if 
they only give them a cup of cold water.”  

 There are many ways that we can 
help other Christians.  We can share 
a meal with them or invite them to 
stay overnight at our house.  We 
can babysit for a working mother or 
clean house for an elderly person.  
We can visit people from our church 
who are in the hospital and help the 
pastor with his prison ministry.  Or 
we can support missionaries who are 
working in other countries.

 When you help someone, it doesn’t 
have to require a lot of time or 
money.  You can help them by giving 
them a glass of cold water on a hot 
day.  God will bless you as you serve 
Him this way!

– Pam Davis
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Water (4) Water (5)
 Water was part of a meeting Jesus 
had with a woman in Samaria.  The 
woman went to a well outside her 
town, and there she met Jesus.  It 
surprised her that Jesus would talk 
to her.  Why?  First, in that culture, 
men did not talk to women they didn’t 
know.  Second, the woman was a 
Samaritan, and Jews and Samaritans 
did not associate with one another.

 In John 4:13-14, Jesus talked 
with the woman about water.  “Jesus 
answered, ‘Everyone who drinks this 
water will be thirsty again.  But anyone 
who drinks the water I give will never 
be thirsty again.  The water I give people 
will be like a spring flowing inside them.  
It will bring them eternal life.’”    

 Jesus wanted the Samaritan woman 
to trust Him.  He wants everyone 
to trust Him.  The woman had been 
waiting for the promised Messiah 
whom God would send to save the 
world.  Jesus told her that He was the 
Messiah, and she believed Him.  She 
was so excited that she left her water 
container at the well and went back to 
town to tell all the people about Jesus.

 Are you excited to know Jesus?  If 
you are, then you should tell other 
people about Him and His plan of 
salvation.  Be like the woman at the 
well — share the Good News about 
Jesus today!

– Pam Davis

Suggested Bible Reading  
John 4:1-30

Suggested Bible Reading  
John 19:38-40

 Water was important to Jesus 
while He lived on earth.  He was both 
God and man.  So just like us, there 
were times when He became tired, 
hungry and thirsty. 

 Jesus was arrested, beaten, spit 
upon, mocked and forced to carry a 
heavy cross up a hill.  Then He was 
nailed to the cross.  While Jesus was 
on the cross, He said that He was 
thirsty.  John 19:29-30 tells us what 
the soldiers did.  “There was a jar full 
of sour wine there, so the soldiers soaked 
a sponge in it.  They put the sponge on a 
branch of a hyssop plant and lifted it to 
Jesus’ mouth.  When he tasted the wine, 
he said, ‘It is finished.’  Then he bowed 
his head and died.” 

 Jesus was the One who turned 
water into wine at the wedding in 
Cana.  He was the One who walked 
on the water to His disciples in a boat.  
But Jesus had to ask for a drink of 
water.  This shows us Jesus’ humility 
and His willingness to die so we can 
have forgiveness and eternal life.  

 It makes us sad to read about all the 
terrible things that happened to Jesus 
on the cross.  But it makes us happy to 
know that He endured all this for you 
and me.

 Thank God today for sending Jesus 
to die for you!  

– Pam Davis
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Water (6)

February 27

God Loves Me
 We began this series about water 
by studying verses from the first book 
of the Bible, Genesis.  We will close 
this series today by looking at verses 
from Revelation, the last book of the 
Bible.

 God gave the apostle John a look 
into the future.  God showed John 
things that will happen when Jesus 
comes again.  He also showed John 
what a wonderful place heaven will 
be.  

 John saw the New Jerusalem.   And 
he saw a river like no man had ever 
seen.  He described this in Revelation 
22:1-2a.  “The angel showed me the 
river of the water of life, clear as 
crystal.  The river flows from the throne 
of God and the Lamb.  It flows down the 
middle of the street of the city.”

 John described a river that was 
as clear as crystal.  There is a big 
difference between clear water and 
muddy water.  My husband and I 
live near several rivers.  Recently we 
drove past one river.  We noticed 
how muddy and dirty it was.

 The clear river is a symbol of the 
purity of heaven.  There will be no sin 
— no sickness, no tears, no pain, no 
death, no crying — in heaven.  All will 
be peaceful and calm.  I hope you are 
looking forward to living forever with 
God! 

– Pam Davis

Suggested Bible Reading  
Revelation 22:1-5

Suggested Bible Reading  
1 John 4:7-9

 God loves people so much.  I am 
only six years old, but I know that 
God made me and that He loves me.

 God loves me so much that He sent 
His only Son, Jesus, to save me.  Jesus 
died on a cross.  He bled from His 
hands and His feet.  It was a horrible 
way to die.  But when Jesus died, He 
washed away my sins.  Now I don’t 
need to worry about living without 
God.  I know that I will live with Him 
forever.

 1 John 4:9-10 tells me about God’s 
great love.  “This is how God showed his 
love to us:  He sent his only Son into the 
world to give us life through him.  True 
love is God’s love for us, not our love for 
God.  He sent his Son as the way to take 
away our sins.”  

 God cares about me.  He cares 
about what I do every day.  God cares 
about the things that make me happy.  
He cares about the things that make 
me sad.  God even cares about things 
that make me feel scared — like lions 
and skeletons.  But God gives me 
peace and joy in my heart.

 I hope that you have peace and joy 
in your heart, too.  God loves you and 
wants to live in your life right now.  
And He wants you to live with Him 
forever.

– Anna Kraft



31February 28 February 29

Light Gives Life God’s Word
 An artist was painting a winter 
scene.  The picture was drab and bare.  
A lonely log cabin was surrounded by 
snowdrifts and leafless trees.  There 
was a dark curl of smoke coming from 
the chimney.  When looking at the 
picture, we could almost feel the cold 
chill of winter.

 But suddenly the whole scene came 
alive!  The artist painted a glow of 
light from the window.  Then we 
could imagine how cozy and warm 
the people inside were, sitting around 
a roaring fire in the fireplace.

 That is what Jesus does when He 
comes into our cold sin-filled hearts.  
Jesus talked about that in John 8:12.  
“Later, Jesus talked to the people again.  
He said, ‘I am the light of the world.  
Whoever follows me will never live in 
darkness.  They will have the light that 
gives life.’”

 Do you sometimes feel that your 
life is cold and empty?  Jesus wants 
to bring His light into your life.  But 
even after we become Christians, 
the devil likes to make our lives 
dark again.  That’s when Jesus’ light 
continues to shine in our lives and 
removes the darkness.

 Let God’s light shine through 
you today.  Love other people and 
encourage them to follow Jesus, too.

– Mary Wilting

Suggested Bible Reading  
John 8:12-20

Suggested Bible Reading  
2 Timothy 3:14-17

 I know some people who read and 
study a certain book.  They believe 
that this book is as important as the 
Bible.  But some things in this book 
do not agree with the Bible.  Yet those 
people continue to study and follow 
this other book.  They say that they 
feel it is a good book for them to 
follow.

 The Bible is God’s Word for us.  
The Bible tells us what God wants 
us to do.  We can always depend on 
the Bible.  2 Timothy 3:16 tells us 
why we can depend on the Bible.  
“All Scripture is given by God.  And all 
Scripture is useful for teaching and for 
showing people what is wrong in their 
lives.  It is useful for correcting faults 
and teaching the right way to live.”  

 We cannot always depend on other 
books or other people’s ideas.  And 
sometimes we cannot depend on our 
feelings.  But we can always depend 
on God and His message in the Bible.   

 God speaks to us through the Bible.  
The Bible will lead us to salvation and 
make us wise.  God also speaks to us 
through other Christians.  This may 
be words of encouragement from 
a friend or a sermon preached by a 
minister.  

 Always be sure to pay attention to 
God and His Word. 

– Jack Provines
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Who is Jesus? (1)

March 2

Who is Jesus? (2)
 If someone asked you who Jesus is, 
what would your answer be?  In this 
series of devotions, we will find out 
what Jesus’ friends, heavenly beings 
and even His enemies had to say 
about Him.  Then, you can share these 
answers with other people.

 John was someone who knew 
Jesus.  John’s mother, Elizabeth, and 
Jesus’ mother, Mary, were cousins.  
So John and Jesus were cousins, too.  
John was born six months before 
Jesus was born.

 John was a baptizer.  He lived in 
a wilderness area and baptized many 
people in the Jordan River.  John 
challenged people to repent of their 
sins and follow Jesus.  John 1:29 tells 
us what John said about Jesus.  “The 
next day John saw Jesus coming toward 
him and said, ‘Look, the Lamb of God.  
He takes away the sins of the world!’”

 John proclaimed that Jesus was the 
Lamb of God, the One who would die 
on a cross to take away our sins.  John 
wanted people to know this so they 
could change their lives and follow 
Jesus.

 Be like John.  Be bold.  Go and tell 
others that Jesus is the Lamb of God.  
And tell them that Jesus can take away 
their sins!

– Chad Entinger

Suggested Bible Reading  
John 1:19-34

Suggested Bible Reading  
Mark 16:9-20

 Peter was an ordinary man.  
Jesus called Peter to be one of His 
disciples.  Jesus didn’t choose kings 
or government leaders to be His 
disciples.  Jesus called ordinary men to 
follow Him in extraordinary ways.

 Peter spent a lot of time with 
Jesus.   He became one of Jesus’ closest 
disciples.  Jesus taught Peter many 
things, and Peter learned a lot from 
Jesus. 

 One day, Jesus asked His disciples, 
‘Who do people say that I am?”  
We can read Peter’s answer to that 
question in Matthew 16:16.  “Simon 
Peter answered, ‘You are the Messiah, 
the Son of the living God.’”  

 The Hebrew word “Messiah” and 
the Greek word “Christ” both refer 
to the One that God would choose 
to be the Savior of the world.  Peter 
knew that Jesus was chosen by God 
to bring salvation for all people. The 
word “Son” means that Jesus came 
from God and is God.  “Living” means 
eternal.  So Peter said that Jesus is 
eternal and that He is God!

 Do you believe that Jesus is the 
chosen One sent from God?  And do 
you believe that Jesus is the living and 
eternal God?  If not, I encourage you 
to believe in Jesus.  Follow and obey 
Him like Peter did.  

– Chad Entinger
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Who is Jesus? (3) Who is Jesus? (4)
 John was one of Jesus’ twelve 
special disciples.  He lived and worked 
with Jesus for about three years.  He 
saw Jesus perform miracles and teach 
many people.  John watched as Jesus 
was being crucified.  And John was 
one of the first people to see Jesus 
after His resurrection.  

 When John was old, he was sent 
to live on the island of Patmos.  John 
was forced to go there because people 
did not want him to teach about 
Jesus.  While John was on the island, 
Jesus gave him messages for seven 
churches.  And Jesus told John things 
that would happen in the future.  John 
wrote down the things Jesus told him.  
Today we can read Jesus’ message in 
the book of Revelation.

 What did John say about Jesus in 
Revelation?  Here is what John said in 
Revelation 1:5b.  “Jesus is the faithful 
witness.  He is first among all who will 
be raised from death.  He is the ruler of 
the kings of the earth.  Jesus is the one 
who loves us and has made us free from 
our sins with his blood sacrifice.”

 John’s description of Jesus is 
exciting.  Praise God that Jesus was 
willing to die so our sins can be 
forgiven!  Be like John.  Share Jesus’ 
message with others today.  

– Chad Entinger

Suggested Bible Reading  
Revelation 1:1-7

Suggested Bible Reading  
Luke 2:-8-20

 Many people know that Luke, 
chapter 2, is part of the Christmas 
story.  This story tells us that there 
were shepherds in the field taking care 
of their sheep.  After Jesus was born, 
an angel appeared to the shepherds.

 Angels are heavenly beings.  An 
angel came from heaven to earth to 
tell the shepherds the Good News 
about Jesus’ birth.  What did the angel 
tell the shepherds about Jesus?

 We can read the angel’s message in 
Luke 2:10-11.  “The angel said to them, 
‘Don’t be afraid.  I have some very good 
news for you — news that will make 
everyone happy.  Today your Savior 
was born in David’s town.  He is the 
Messiah, the Lord.’”     

 Jesus is our Savior, the One who 
saves us from our sins.  As we learned 
two days ago, “Messiah” means 
anointed or chosen One.  “Lord” 
means someone who is a master or 
ruler.  The angel declared that Jesus 
is the chosen One who saves us from 
our sins, and He is our Master and 
Ruler.

 Is Jesus your Savior?  He can save 
you from your sins.  Is Jesus your 
Lord and Master?  Allow Him to rule 
in your life.  Follow Him and His plan 
for you every day.

– Chad Entinger



34March 5

Who is Jesus? (5)

March 6

Who is Jesus? (6)
 Through the past few devotions, 
we have learned what different people 
said about Jesus.  Today we will learn 
what Jesus had to say about Himself.

 Right before Jesus died, He met 
with his twelve disciples and shared 
many things with them.  In John 14:6, 
we find something very important 
that Jesus told His disciples.  “Jesus 
answered, ‘I am the way, the truth, and 
the life.  The only way to the Father is 
through me.’”  What did Jesus mean 
when He said He is the way?  Jesus 
meant that He is the ONLY way to 
heaven.  It is ONLY through Jesus 
that we can go to heaven and live 
with Him forever. 

 What did Jesus mean when He 
said He is the truth?  Jesus meant that 
He is the one true God.  Jesus is not a 
false god.  Jesus is real!

 What did Jesus mean when He 
said He is the life?  Jesus can give us 
eternal life.  Jesus died on the cross 
and rose from the dead to forgive 
our sins.  Through Jesus we can have 
salvation and eternal life in heaven 
with Him!

 Praise God!  Is Jesus the way, the 
truth and the life for you?  I hope so!

– Chad Entinger

Suggested Bible Reading  
John 15:5-14

Suggested Bible Reading  
Luke 3:21-22

 In Luke, chapter 3, we learn that 
Jesus was baptized by John.  As Jesus 
was praying after His baptism, a voice 
came from heaven.  Whose voice was 
this?  It was God’s voice.  

 God talked about His Son, Jesus.  
Luke 3:21-22 tells us what God said 
about Jesus.  “When all the people were 
being baptized, Jesus came and was 
baptized too.  And while he was praying, 
the sky opened, and the Holy Spirit came 
down on him.  The Spirit looked like 
a real dove.  Then a voice came from 
heaven and said, ‘You are my Son, the 
one I love.  I am very pleased with you.’”

 God was talking directly to Jesus.  
God loved Jesus and was very pleased 
with Him.  This is a deep and very 
special love!

 Do you know that God loves 
you, too?  And do you know that 
God wants you to do things that 
please Him?  You can please God by 
believing in Him, repenting of your 
sins and being baptized.  And God is 
pleased with you when you continue 
to follow and obey Him every day.

 Jesus obeyed and followed God’s 
plan for His life on earth.  Be like 
Jesus.  Obey and follow God’s plan for 
your life, too.

– Chad Entinger
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Who is Jesus? (7) Who is Jesus? (8)
 So far in this series of devotions we 
have learned what Jesus’ friends and 
heavenly beings had to say about Him.  
In these last few devotions, we will 
learn what Jesus’ enemies said about 
Him.

 Judas was one of Jesus’ twelve 
special disciples.  Judas followed and 
learned from Jesus along with the 
other eleven disciples.  But sadly, 
Judas turned away from Jesus.  Judas 
betrayed Jesus for 30 silver coins.  
Judas led people to Jesus so they could 
arrest Him.

 Later, Judas realized that the Jewish 
leaders were going to kill Jesus.  Judas 
was very sorry for what he had done.  
So he took the 30 silver coins back 
to the Jewish priests and leaders.  
Matthew 27:4a tells us what Judas said 
about Jesus.  “Judas said, ‘I sinned.  I 
handed over to you an innocent man to 
be killed.’”  

 Judas knew that Jesus was 
innocent.  Jesus had never sinned.  
Jesus had not done anything wrong!  
Jesus was and is perfect.  Because Jesus 
never sinned, He can forgive our sins.

 Jesus was willing to die on the 
cross and accept the punishment for 
your sins.  Come to Him today and 
ask Him to forgive you!

– Chad Entinger

Suggested Bible Reading  
Matthew 27:1-5

Suggested Bible Reading  
Luke 23:1-24

 Jesus was arrested and taken to 
be tried by a whole group of Jewish 
leaders.  These people wanted to kill 
Jesus, so they brought Him to the 
Roman governor, Pilate.

 Pilate wondered why the Jews 
wanted to kill Jesus.  Luke 23:14-15 
tells us what Pilate said about Jesus.  
“He said to them, ‘You brought this man 
to me.  You said he was trying to change 
the people.  But I judged him before you 
all and have not found him guilty of the 
things you say he has done.  Herod didn’t 
find him guilty either.  He sent him back 
to us.  Look, he has done nothing bad 
enough for the death penalty.’”

 Why didn’t Pilate judge Jesus 
guilty?  Because Jesus was perfect!  
Jesus never sinned.  He was innocent.  
But the Jewish people wanted Jesus to 
be killed.  Pilate finally handed Jesus 
over to the Roman soldiers.  They 
took Jesus away to be crucified on a 
cross.

 That is a very sad story!  But the 
Good News is that this was all part of 
God’s plan to save us.  Jesus died on 
the cross to free us from our sins.

 Jesus loves you and wants to 
forgive your sins.  You can trust and 
follow Him every day of your life. 

– Chad Entinger



36March 9

Who is Jesus? (9)

March 10

Who is Jesus? (10)
 Luke, chapter 4, tells us that 
Jesus taught people and did many 
wonderful miracles.  He healed people 
who had different kinds of sicknesses.  
Some people who came to Jesus 
were controlled by demons.  Jesus 
commanded the demons to come out 
of these people.

 Demons are evil spirits who help 
and serve the devil.  They have always 
been enemies of Jesus, and they are 
His enemies today.  What did these 
demons say when they saw Jesus?  

 Luke 4:41 tells us what the demons 
said.  “Demons came out of many  
people.  The demons shouted, ‘You are 
the Son of God.’  But Jesus gave a strong 
command for the demons not to speak, 
because they knew he was the Messiah.”

 Even though the demons were 
Jesus’ enemies, they knew that Jesus 
was God’s Son.  They also knew that 
Jesus was the One God had chosen to 
do His special work.

 Jesus has power over the devil and 
his demons.  Aren’t you glad that Jesus 
is so powerful?  He is the Son of God.  
He is God.  And He is the One who 
can save you from your sins.

 You can trust and follow Jesus 
today and every day of your life.

– Chad Entinger

Suggested Bible Reading  
Luke 4:31-41

Suggested Bible Reading  
Mark 15:33-39

  A centurion was a Roman army 
officer who was in charge of one 
hundred soldiers.  Centurions and 
other Roman soldiers often had the 
job of crucifying criminals.  Because 
they killed so many people, they 
probably developed hard hearts.

 Mark, chapter 15, tells us that there 
was a centurion at the cross where 
Jesus was crucified.  This officer saw 
how Jesus died.  Maybe this man’s 
heart was hard, but what he said 
about Jesus was incredible!

 Mark 15:39 tells us what the 
centurion said about Jesus.  “The army 
officer who was standing there in front 
of the cross saw what happened when 
Jesus died.  The officer said, ‘This man 
really was the Son of God!’”  A hard-
hearted Roman soldier said that Jesus 
was God’s Son!  In Luke, chapter 23, 
we read that the centurion praised 
God and said that Jesus was a good 
man.  That is amazing!

 For several days we have read from 
the Bible what people and heavenly 
beings said about Jesus.  But what 
do you believe about Jesus?  Do you 
believe that Jesus is God’s only Son 
and your Savior?  If you do, praise 
God!  Then go and tell others about 
Jesus.

– Chad Entinger
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Trash Right Time
 Recently I read a newspaper article 
about the trash that people throw into 
the oceans, especially plastic trash that 
harms the environment.  The article 
also told about a whale that ate a 
large amount of trash.  Veterinarians 
tried to help the whale, but they were 
unable to save it.

 That article made me think about 
the “trash” that we allow to enter 
our lives.  I am not talking about 
unhealthy foods.  I am talking about 
things that cause us to sin and turn 
away from God.

 Perhaps we choose to read books 
or go to movies that are filled with 
sinful things.  Maybe we enjoy 
listening to our friends’ dirty jokes.  
Or we may attend parties or go places 
where we are tempted to do things 
that do not please God.  Sometimes 
we do these things, even when we 
know they are wrong.  

 If we allow that kind of “trash” 
to enter our lives, we may become 
spiritually sick and fall away from 
God.  But unlike the whale, there is 
help for us.  John tells us about that 
in 1 John 1:9.  “But if we confess our 
sins, God will forgive us.  We can trust 
God to do this.  He always does what is 
right.  He will make us clean from all 
the wrong things we have done.”

 Confess your sins and allow God to 
make you clean today!

– Carol Whitney

Suggested Bible Reading  
1 John 1:5-9

Suggested Bible Reading  
Ecclesiastes 3:1-8

 The 2012 Super Bowl was an 
amazing football game between two 
very talented teams, the New York 
Giants and the New England Patriots.  
With only 57 seconds left in the 
game, the Giants scored a touchdown 
to win the Super Bowl.  Both teams 
played hard, but in the end, one team 
won and the other team lost.

 We all have ups and downs in our 
lives.  Maybe your life is “up” now as 
you celebrate a job promotion, a new 
baby or the vacation you have always 
dreamed about.  On the other hand, 
maybe you are in a “down” time in 
your life — you lost your job, a loved 
one died or your health is not good.

 We may not always understand 
why things are happening in our lives, 
but we can be confident that God is in 
control.  In Ecclesiastes, chapter 3, the 
writer lists several “ups” and “downs” 
that we may be experiencing.  We can 
read his summary in Ecclesiastes 3:1.  
“There is a right time for everything, 
and everything on earth will happen at 
the right time.”

 You may experience good things 
and bad things today.  But remember 
that if you submit your life to God, He 
will be with you and help you to learn 
from your experiences.  Praise God 
and thank Him today for showing you 
His love and being with you. 

– Lynette Denton
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God is With You

March 14

God’s Healing (1)
 Judges, chapter 6, tells us about an 
Israelite named Gideon.  One day he 
was beating some wheat to separate 
the grain from the hulls.  Gideon was 
hiding so that the Midianites, who 
were enemies of Israel, would not find 
the wheat and steal it.

 God sent an angel to talk with 
Gideon.  The angel told Gideon 
that God was with him.  Judges 
6:13 tells us Gideon’s reply.  “Then 
Gideon said, ‘Pardon me, sir, but if the 
Lord is with us, why are we having so 
many troubles?   We heard that he did 
wonderful things for our ancestors.  
They tell us that the Lord took them out 
of Egypt.  But now it seems the Lord 
has left us and is letting the Midianites 
defeat us.’”

 God told Gideon that he should 
use his power to save Israel.  Gideon 
responded by giving several excuses 
why he could not do that.  But God 
told Gideon that He would be with 
him and help him defeat the whole 
Midianite army as if they were only 
one man.  Finally, Gideon obeyed 
God and led the army.  God kept His 
promise and helped Gideon.  With an 
army of only 300 men, the Israelites 
defeated the huge Midianite army.

 You may not be facing a huge army 
today, but you may experience some 
problems or persecution.  Remember 
that God will be with you and help 
you do His will.    

– Bonnie Hall

Suggested Bible Reading  
Judges 6:11-24

Suggested Bible Reading  
2 Chronicles 32:20-26

 Today and for the next few days, 
we will look at some things the Bible 
teaches us about God’s spiritual and 
physical healing.

 The Bible has many examples of 
people who went through times of 
sickness and trouble.  Sarah, Rebekah, 
Hannah and Elizabeth could not have 
children.  Moses was driven out of 
Egypt away from his people.  Joseph 
was sold into slavery.  Why did 
God allow these things to happen?  
Perhaps God was preparing these 
people for healing so they could serve 
Him even better.

 In 2 Chronicles, chapter 32, we 
learn about King Hezekiah.  He was 
very sick, so he prayed to God for 
healing.  2 Chronicles 32:25 tells us 
why God did not heal Hezekiah right 
away.  “But Hezekiah’s heart was proud, 
so he did not give God thanks for his 
kindness.  This is why God was angry 
with Hezekiah and with the people of 
Judah and Jerusalem.”  But finally 
Hezekiah and the people changed 
their hearts and lives.  They stopped 
being proud, and God healed them.  

 When we are hurting, we may 
think that God is not with us.  But 
He is always with us.  Maybe God is 
waiting for us to change our hearts 
and respond to His love.  Then He can 
accomplish great things in our lives. 
 

– Bob La Forge
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God’s Healing (2) God’s Healing (3)
 As humans, we are very fragile.  
Many things can go wrong in our 
lives.  Our hearts can be broken.  We 
can suffer emotional breakdowns.  
Our relationships can be easily 
destroyed.

 But God knows all about us.  He 
knows that we are weak and fragile.   
God knows that it is easy for us to sin 
and stray away from Him.  And God 
knows that spiritual healing can only 
come through Jesus.  

 Isaiah 53:5 tells us that when Jesus 
died, He took our place and paid 
the penalty for our sin.  “But he was 
being punished for what we did.  He 
was crushed because of our guilt.  He 
took the punishment we deserved, and 
this brought us peace.  We were healed 
because of his pain.”  The only way to 
have spiritual healing is through Jesus.

 When we obey Jesus and follow 
Him, many wonderful things happen 
to us.  We are reconciled to God.  
Our sins are forgiven.  We become 
God’s adopted children.  We are made 
citizens of heaven.  We become salt 
and light for the world.  We join 
the royal priesthood.  And our lives 
are placed firmly on Jesus.  This is a 
wonderful transformation that can 
only happen through the death and 
resurrection of Jesus.

 Praise God today that we can be 
made whole by the blood of Jesus, the 
Lamb.  

– Bob La Forge

Suggested Bible Reading  
Isaiah 53:3-5

Suggested Bible Reading  
John 5:1-15

 I know that it can be emotionally 
painful when we hope for something 
but it doesn’t happen.  When I was 
young, I hoped to marry and have 
children.  But many times what I 
hoped for seemed so far away.  Then 
when I was 43, I married, and five 
years later I became a father.

 In John, chapter 5, we learn about 
a pool in Jerusalem.  People who were 
blind, crippled or paralyzed would 
come to the pool.  They believed that 
when the water in the pool started 
moving, the first person who could 
get in the pool would be healed.    

 One man at the pool had been sick 
for 38 years.  He stayed near the pool 
and hoped that he would be the first 
one in the water.  Every time he tried, 
someone else got in the water before 
he could.  But the man never gave up 
hoping that he would be healed.  John 
5:8 tells us what Jesus said when He 
saw the sick man.  “Then Jesus said, 
‘Stand up!  Pick up your mat and walk.’”  
Immediately the man stood up and 
walked!  

 The man was very thankful that 
Jesus healed him.  And I am so very 
thankful for what Jesus did for me 
— He gave me a wife and beautiful 
twin daughters! Whether your pain is 
emotional, physical or spiritual, Jesus 
can heal you.  And Jesus will do much 
more than heal you.  He will give you 
joy and the gift of salvation. 

– Bob La Forge
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God’s Healing (4)

March 18

God’s Healing (5)
 Mark, chapter 5, tells us about a 
woman who had been bleeding for 
twelve years.  Because of her illness, 
she was considered unclean.  And if 
anyone touched her, they would also 
be unclean according to the Jewish 
law.  So this woman was a social 
outcast.  People probably treated her 
badly and did not want to be around 
her.

 But one day this woman saw Jesus.  
She sneaked into the crowd that was 
following Jesus and touched His coat.  
When the woman touched Jesus, she 
was healed.  But then she was afraid.  
Mark 5:34 tells us what Jesus said to 
her.  “He said to her, ‘Dear woman, you 
are made well because you believed.  Go 
in peace.  You will not suffer anymore.’”  
Jesus did not just heal this woman 
physically.  He also calmed her fears 
and gave her peace.  

 Many people in the world today are 
like that woman — they are outcasts 
and shunned by others.  Maybe they 
have an obvious physical problem or 
are homeless or poorly dressed.  We 
can reach out to these people and 
show them God’s love.  Then we can 
teach them that Jesus wants to help 
them and give them peace.

 Jesus healed the woman and 
completely changed her life.  He can 
do the same for you and me!

– Bob La Forge

Suggested Bible Reading  
Mark 5:21-34

Suggested Bible Reading  
Mark 5:35-42

 Many times Jesus healed people 
that were in a crowd.  But Jesus 
never used these situations to draw 
attention to Himself.  Instead, He 
paid attention to the person He was 
healing and asked, “What can I do for 
you?”

 After Jesus healed the woman who 
had been bleeding for twelve years, 
some men came to Him.  These men 
told Jesus that the daughter of Jairus, 
the synagogue leader, had died.  Jesus 
went to Jairus’ house.  There were 
many people there weeping and 
crying loudly.  

 Jesus sent the people away and 
went into the room where the girl 
was.  Jesus held her hand and told 
her to stand up.  Mark 5:42 tells us 
what happened after Jesus spoke.  
“The girl immediately stood up and 
began walking.  (She was twelve years 
old.)  The father and mother and the 
followers were amazed.”

 Jesus not only healed the little girl, 
He also healed the fear and grief of her 
father and mother.  Jesus did not draw 
attention to Himself.  Instead, He 
focused on those people who needed 
His help.

 Tell Jesus your worries, your 
sorrows and your hurts today.  He 
will pay attention to you and give you 
healing and peace. 

– Bob La Forge
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God’s Healing (6) God’s Healing (7)
 If you are a Christian, people in 
the world are watching you.  They 
are not watching you to see the good 
things you do.  They are watching you 
to see if you do something wrong.  If 
they see you doing something wrong, 
they may say, “You are no better than 
anyone else!”

 David was the king of Israel.  Many 
people watched what he did.  One 
time David committed some very 
public sins — he stole another man’s 
wife and then had that man killed.  
David’s enemies were probably 
happy to see that the mighty king had 
sinned.

 David confessed his sin to God, 
and God forgave him.  But God also 
punished David by allowing David’s 
newborn son to become sick and die.  
David accepted God’s punishment, but 
he also knew that God had forgiven 
him.  After David’s son died, he 
praised God for His forgiveness and 
healing.  Perhaps this is what David 
was thinking about when he wrote 
Psalm 30:3.  “Lord, you lifted me out of 
the grave.  I was falling into the place of 
death, but you saved my life.”

 We may be like David and feel 
like we are in a grave.  But if we will 
confess our sin, God will show us His 
mercy and forgive us.  He will remove 
our sin and cleanse us.  Then we can 
rejoice and praise God like David did.

– Bob La Forge

Suggested Bible Reading  
Psalm 30:1-10

Suggested Bible Reading  
Psalm 147:1-11

 One time a close friend turned 
against me.  I was devastated!  For 
over a year, I felt sad and bitter.  
Nothing seemed to help me overcome 
those terrible feelings.  

 But then one day in church the 
pastor asked everyone who was 
struggling with something to stand 
up.  I stood up.  Several people in the 
congregation put their hands on me 
and prayed for me.  At that point, I 
finally gave my sadness and bitterness 
to God.  God healed me and helped 
me to forgive my friend and move on 
with my life.

 When things go wrong in life, we 
tend to blame God.  We see Him as 
someone who punishes us for our 
sins.  Instead, we should see God as 
our healer and helper.  That’s how 
Psalm 147:3 describes God.  “He heals 
their broken hearts and bandages their 
wounds.”  

 True healing only comes through 
God’s grace.  He made us, and He 
knows how to fix us.  God may work 
through pastors, other Christians, or 
doctors, but God is the One who heals 
and restores us. 

 If you are hurting, turn to God for 
help.  He loves you and can heal you 
today! 

– Bob La Forge
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My Tower

March 22

My Strength
 My life has been fairly simple.  I 
have never been elected President of 
the United States, I haven’t achieved 
any special fame, I have never climbed 
Mount Everest, and I haven’t invented 
a cure for any disease.  

 My life has always been ordinary,  
except for the most important thing 
in my life.  When I was ten years old, 
I discovered that God loved me so 
much that He sent His Son to die for 
me on the cross.  Jesus paid a debt 
that I could never pay in a thousand 
lifetimes.

 Proverbs 18:10 tells us something 
very special about God.  “The name of 
the Lord is like a strong tower.  Those 
who do what is right can run to him 
for protection.”  When I became a 
Christian, I ran to my strong tower 
and found safety.  It has been many 
years since I made the decision to 
follow Jesus.  During all that time, 
God has never failed me.  He has kept 
me safe in His loving arms.

 I know that when my life on earth 
ends, I will continue to live with God, 
who is my strong tower.  I will be safe 
in that tower, not because of my own 
strength, but because of God and His 
great love for me.

 Praise God!  He is my strong tower 
forever!  Is He your strong tower, 
too?

– Leon Ziebarth

Suggested Bible Reading  
Proverbs 18:1-12

Suggested Bible Reading  
Psalm 61:1-8

 Where do you find strength in 
time of trouble?  On whom do you 
depend for strength during difficult 
times?  Maybe you depend on a strong 
spiritual mentor or a close friend.  
Those people become your strong 
tower, a place to run to for safety.

 But for many people, their strong 
tower is not God or Christian friends.  
They choose to trust in riches.  But 
then their money runs out and their 
tower collapses.  Other people choose 
fame or popularity.  They gather 
a lot of people around them.  But 
their friends fail them and their fame 
disappears, and their tower is gone.

 During my working years, I always 
worked long hours.  When my long 
day was over, nothing was better 
than coming home!  My loving wife 
was there to greet me.  My children 
were happy to see me.  My family has 
always been a tower of strength for 
me because our home is founded on 
the Lord.

 Psalm 61:3-4  also talks about God 
being a strong tower.  “You are my 
place of safety, a strong tower that 
protects me from my enemies.  I want to 
live in your tent forever.  I want to hide 
where you can protect me.”  I encourage 
you to make God the source of your 
strength today and every day of your 
life!

– Leon Ziebarth
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My Lord Christian Love
 My Lord has been a strong tower 
and source of strength for me during 
my working years.  I put a lot of effort 
into my job.  But later in my working 
years, my Deafness progressed to the 
point that I no longer could hear on 
the telephone.  That was a very big 
problem for me and my job.

 For many years I had been avoiding 
the fact that I was losing my hearing.  
Finally I realized that I should take a 
less-demanding job.  So I asked for a 
meeting with our local manager and 
the division manager of the company 
where I worked.  

 Before the meeting, I had an 
“emergency” prayer session with 
God.  After my time of prayer, I was 
willing to accept the changes that 
might happen in my job.  But God had 
prepared the hearts of my managers.  
They insisted that I keep my job and 
offered me help with the phone calls I 
had to make.

 Psalm 18:1-2 reminds me of how 
important it is for God to be our place 
of safety.  “I love you, Lord!  You are 
my strength.  The Lord is my Rock, my 
fortress, my place of safety.  He is my 
God, the Rock I run to for protection.  
He is my shield; by his power I am 
saved.  He is my hiding place high in the 
hills.”

 The Lord has always helped me 
through difficult problems, and He 
will be with you today, too!

– Leon Ziebarth

Suggested Bible Reading  
Psalm 18:1-34

Suggested Bible Reading  
John 13:31-35

 One time Jesus was teaching His 
disciples.  He talked about His great 
love for them.  And He told them that 
they should love each other in the 
same way that He loved them.  

 But how can we love each other 
like Jesus loves us?  When Christians 
love each other, they are helpful and 
forgiving and they pray for each 
other.  They also want the best for 
each other.

 Why is it important for Christians 
to love each other?  First, Jesus told 
us to love each other, and we should 
obey His command.  The second 
reason is found in John 13:35.  “All 
people will know that you are my 
followers if you love each other.”  When 
Christians love each other, they help 
unsaved people know about Jesus’ 
love.

 We find a third reason that loving 
each other is important in Matthew, 
chapter 5.  Jesus was teaching a large 
group of people.  Jesus told them that 
they should also love their enemies.  If 
we don’t love our Christian brothers 
and sisters, we will never be able to 
love our enemies.

 Pay attention to Jesus’ commands 
about loving each other.  Then others 
will see Jesus living in you and want 
to follow Him, too.

– Gayle Thorn
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God Loves You!

March 26

Always Show Love
 Sometimes we may feel that we are 
unlovable.  This means that we think 
other people do not love us.  We may 
feel alone and discouraged.  When 
we feel this way, we may even think 
that God does not love us.  But that’s 
not true!  God does loves us.  He loves 
you and me and all the people in the 
world.

 Romans 5:7-8 tells us about God’s 
love for us.  “Very few people will die 
to save the life of someone else, even 
if it is for a good person.  Some might 
be willing to die for an especially good 
person.  But Christ died for us while 
we were still sinners, and by this God 
showed how much he loves us.”  God 
loves us so much that He even loves 
us when we ignore Him and refuse to 
love Him.  God doesn’t wait for us to 
change and become better people.  He 
loves us even when we reject Him.

 No matter what you have done in 
your life, God loves you and wants 
you to be part of His family.  God 
loves you so much that He was willing 
to send His only Son to die on the 
cross and accept the punishment for 
your sins.  That’s a lot of love!

 I pray that you will accept God’s 
great love and become His child today.  
Then you can share His love with 
other people who need Him.

– Gayle Thorn

Suggested Bible Reading  
Romans 5:6-8

Suggested Bible Reading  
James 2:1-9

 James 2:8-9 are very important 
Bible verses for us to follow.  “One 
law rules over all other laws.  This royal 
law is found in the Scriptures:  ‘Love 
your neighbor the same as you love 
yourself.’  If you obey this law, you are 
doing right.  But if you are treating one 
person as more important than another, 
you are sinning.  You are guilty of 
breaking God’s law.”

 Everything we do each day should 
show our love for God and for other 
people in the world.  When we 
choose to do things that show our 
love, we can always know that we 
have made the right choice.  And 
showing our love to other people 
makes God very happy.

 It is easy to love some people.  If 
we feel comfortable with them or 
we like the way they look, it is easy 
to love them.  But if a person dresses 
differently, smells strange or does 
weird things, it is sometimes hard for 
us to love them.  None of those things 
should really matter.  Why?  Because 
God wants us to love all people. 

 When you meet people today, 
don’t worry about the clothes they 
wear or if they are rich or poor.  Don’t 
worry about the color of their skin 
or the level of their education.  Just 
love them and share with them about 
Jesus.

– Gayle Thorn
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Love Them All Love Like Jesus
 In John 15:11-12 we read some 
important words that Jesus shared 
with His disciples right before He was 
crucified.  “I have told you these things 
so that you can have the true happiness 
that I have.  I want you to be completely 
happy.  This is what I command you:  
Love each other as I have loved you.”  
Then Jesus went on to say that the 
greatest love a person can show is to 
die for a friend.

 Those verses remind me of people 
who serve in the military.  These 
people are willing to die for their own 
freedom and the freedom of their 
families.  But they are also willing to 
die for total strangers — people like 
you and me.  That is amazing love and 
dedication!

 People in the military are willing 
to die for good people, bad people, 
teachers, drunks, doctors, truckers, 
old people and young people — every 
person who has ever lived.  That’s the 
kind of love God has for us.  When 
Jesus died on the cross, He died for all 
people!

 Think about the people in your life 
and think about the new people you 
will meet as you go to work, to the 
grocery store or to the mall.  Some 
of those people will be your friends.  
Others will be strangers.  Remember 
to love them all the way God loves 
you.  That is truly amazing love!

– Gayle Thorn

Suggested Bible Reading  
John 15:9-15

Suggested Bible Reading  
Matthew 9:35-38

 Matthew 9:36 tells us how Jesus 
felt as He was traveling through 
towns and villages telling the Good 
News about God’s kingdom.  “Jesus 
saw the many people and felt sorry for 
them because they were worried and 
helpless — like sheep without a shepherd 
to lead them.”  This verse is talking 
about people who were not willing to 
follow Jesus and His teachings.

 There are many people in the 
world today who do not follow Jesus. 
They may feel lost, alone, nervous, 
afraid and uncomfortable.  They don’t 
know where they are going, and they 
can’t help themselves.  They are like 
sheep that are separated from their 
shepherd.

 Jesus loves those people, too.  And 
He wants us to show them His love.  
There are many ways we can show 
people that we love them.  We can 
give them a hug.  We can spend time 
with them.  We can comfort and 
encourage them.  We can pray for 
them.  And most importantly, we can 
tell them about Jesus and His plan of 
salvation.  

 God will give you opportunities to 
show love to people today.  As you are 
working, playing or shopping, share 
God’s love with people that you meet.  
Remember that when you love them, 
you are guiding lost sheep back to 
Jesus, the Good Shepherd. 

– Gayle Thorn
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One-of-a-Kind Love

March 30

God’s Forgiveness
 Do you ever wonder if God really 
loves you?  Maybe you love God, 
but you feel that He has forgotten 
you.  That is not true!  God has not 
forgotten you.  He is with you every 
minute of every day, and He wants 
you to have a close relationship with 
Him.  

 1 John 4:9-10 teaches us that God 
loves us and does not forget about 
us.  “This is how God showed his love to 
us:  He sent his only Son into the world 
to give us life through him.  True love is 
God’s love for us, not our love for God.  
He sent His Son as the way to take away 
our sins.”

 There are many other Bible verses 
that remind us about God’s love.  
John 3:16 says that God loves us so 
much He sent Jesus to die for our sins.  
Because of God’s great love, Jesus 
was willing to suffer death on a cross 
so that you and I can have our sins 
forgiven.

 Many times in his letters, Paul 
reminded his readers how much God 
loved them.  Paul shared his personal 
testimony about how God’s love led 
him to change his life and follow 
Jesus.

 God’s love for you is unconditional.  
That means He loves you just as you 
are.  It’s a very special one-of-a-kind 
love!!

– Gayle Thorn

Suggested Bible Reading  
1 John 4:7-12

Suggested Bible Reading  
Psalm 32:1-11

 One time, Jack, the Deaf Missions 
printer, told me that he was having 
problems printing.  He said that 
something was wrong with the 
printing press.  The pictures he 
printed were out of focus.

 Jack did not know what the 
problem was, but he started checking 
the printing press to see if he could 
find the problem.  A few hours later 
he came to me with a smile on his 
face.  He had discovered the problem!  
A very small piece of dried ink was 
stuck to one of the rollers.  That tiny 
piece of ink was enough to move the 
paper and cause the picture to turn 
out fuzzy.

 Sometimes the sins in our lives are 
like that dried ink.  We think our sins 
are small and unimportant, but they 
bother us and keep us from focusing 
on Jesus.  David wrote about his sins 
in Psalm 32:3.  “Lord, I prayed to you 
again and again, but I did not talk about 
my sins.  So I only became weaker and 
more miserable.”  But finally David 
decided to stop hiding his guilt.  He 
confessed his sins to God, and God 
forgave him.

 How about your life?  Maybe you 
have sinned but you have not asked 
God to forgive you.  Maybe when you 
sinned it did not seem important, but 
now it really bothers you.  Take time 
today to examine your life and ask 
God to forgive your sins! 

– Jo Krueger
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Stay Close to God Wait for God
 A friend and I used to talk on 
the phone every week.  We were 
roommates in college and became 
very close friends.  We would share 
everything about our lives with each 
other. 

 Sometimes we would get busy, 
and we wouldn’t call each other every 
week.  Then I would worry that 
I had done something to hurt my 
friend.  I was sure he was mad and 
was avoiding me.  But when he finally 
called me, there was nothing wrong.  
We enjoyed sharing our lives with 
each other again.

 It is important for friends to 
keep in touch.  But it is even more 
important for us to keep in touch 
with God.  If we start losing contact 
with God, we may think that He does 
not care about us or that He hates us.

 In Deuteronomy 13:4, Moses 
reminded the Israelites to stay close 
to God. “You must follow the Lord your 
God.  Respect him.  Obey his commands 
and do what he tells you.  Serve the Lord 
your God, and never leave him.”   Moses 
wanted the Israelites to stay close to 
God so they would not be tempted to 
worship false gods.

 It is very important for us to 
communicate with God and to read 
His Word every day.  Be sure to stay 
close to God today!

– Bob La Forge

Suggested Bible Reading  
Deuteronomy 13:1-4

Suggested Bible Reading  
Psalm 33:1-22

 Everyone today seems to be in a 
hurry.  They want faster cars, faster 
ways to communicate and faster ways 
to prepare their food.  No one wants 
to wait!

 Many people are even too busy 
to spend time with God every day. 
When they do have some quiet time, 
they hurry through their devotion and 
Bible reading and move on to their 
next task.  If we truly want God to use 
us and bless us, we need to slow down 
and wait for Him.

 What does waiting for God mean?  
Maybe it means spending more time 
praying and reading the Bible.  Or 
maybe it means that we just take time 
to wait quietly for God to fill us with 
His love, encourage us or show us 
solutions to our problems.

 Psalm 33 lists ways that God 
provided for His people, the Israelites.  
The writer ends the psalm with this 
message for us in verses 18 and 20.  
“The Lord watches over his followers, 
those who wait for him to show his 
faithful love.  So we will wait for the 
Lord.  He helps us and protects us.”

 Be sure to wait for God today.  He 
always knows what is best for you.  
And you can depend on His love, 
protection and strength.

– Linda Lamb
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Esther

April 3

Haman
 In 1 Peter, chapter 3, Peter talked 
about true beauty.  He said that fancy 
hair, gold jewelry and fine clothes do 
not make a person beautiful.  Peter 
also said that beauty comes from 
inside a person.  True beauty comes 
from a gentle and quiet spirit.  This 
kind of beauty will never disappear, 
and it is very important to God.  

 When we read the book of Esther 
in the Old Testament it is clear that 
Esther (also called Hadassah) had 
this kind of spiritual beauty.  And 
Esther 2:7b tells us that she was also 
physically beautiful.  “She had a very 
pretty face and a good figure.”  But 
there is no doubt that the other young 
women who were chosen to go before 
the king were also pretty.

 It was Esther’s inner beauty that 
made her more special than the other 
girls.  Hegai, who was in charge of the 
king’s women, liked Esther, and she 
became his favorite.  Probably Esther 
became his favorite because of her 
inner beauty.  And that is probably 
why the king chose Esther to be his 
new queen.  Later, Esther showed her 
beautiful spirit by risking her life to 
save the Jews from destruction.  

 We can learn from Esther’s life that 
having a beautiful spirit is much more 
important than having a beautiful 
body.  Be like Esther today!

– Matt Keller

Suggested Bible Reading  
Esther 2:5-18

Suggested Bible Reading  
Esther 3:1-15

 Esther 3:1 tells us about a man 
named Haman.  “After these things 
happened, King Xerxes honored 
Haman son of Hammedatha the 
Agagite.  The king promoted Haman 
and gave him a place of honor more 
important than any of the other 
leaders.”  Haman was a very proud 
man.  He believed he deserved to 
be honored by other people.  But 
Mordecai, Esther’s cousin, refused to 
honor him.  Haman became so angry 
that he decided to kill Mordecai and 
all of his people, the Jews.

 When we are proud, or when we 
begin to think we are more important 
than we really are, bad things happen.  
We begin to act selfishly and hurt 
other people.  When we are filled 
with pride and selfishness, we do not 
allow God’s Spirit to guide us.

 When Paul wrote a letter to the 
Christians in Galatia, he listed things 
that happen when we are sinful and 
selfish — jealousy, anger, arguing, 
hatred, drunkenness and sexual sins.  
Then Paul lists good things that God’s 
Spirit helps us develop in our lives:   
love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and 
self-control.

 Haman is an example of what 
happens when we let our ugly, sinful 
desires control us.  Allow God’s Spirit 
to work in your life and help you do 
things that please Him.  

– Matt Keller
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Hathach Mordecai
 Hathach was a servant to Queen 
Esther.  Esther was probably not 
permitted to leave the king’s palace, 
and most people were not allowed 
into the palace.  But Hathach could 
go in and out, so he carried messages 
between Esther and Mordecai.

 As I read Esther, chapter 4, I 
wonder what Hathach thought about 
the amazing conversations between 
Esther and Mordecai.  I wonder if he 
saw the bravery of those two people 
as they planned to save God’s people, 
the Jews.

 And I wonder if Hathach fully 
understood the true meaning of what 
Mordecai said in Esther 4:14.  “If you 
keep quiet now, help and freedom for 
the Jews will come from another place.  
But you and your father’s family will 
all die.  And who knows, maybe you have 
been chosen to be the queen for such a 
time as this.”  What Mordecai meant 
was that God probably put Esther 
there specifically because He planned 
to save His people through her.  

 In the same way, God will put us 
in situations where He can use us to 
fulfill His plan.  Esther used Hathach 
to send messages to Mordecai.  In 
the same way, God uses us today 
to deliver His message of hope and 
salvation to the world.  Be God’s 
messenger today and tell someone 
about Jesus.

– Matt Keller

Suggested Bible Reading  
Esther 4:1-17

Suggested Bible Reading  
Esther 2:19-23; 6:1-13

 Luke, chapter 6, tells us about a 
time when Jesus was teaching His 
followers.  Jesus told them that a 
good person has good things saved 
in his heart and an evil person has 
evil things saved in his heart.  When 
a person speaks, he shows the things 
that are in his heart.

 We can see from the evil things 
Haman did that he only wanted to 
honor himself.  But we can see from 
the things Mordecai did that he 
wanted to honor God.

 First, Mordecai took care of his 
orphan cousin, Esther.  He also raised 
her like his own daughter.  Also, 
Mordecai saved the king’s life by 
telling of a plan to kill the king.  Then, 
Mordecai refused to honor Haman.  
Finally, Mordecai encouraged Esther 
to try and save the Jews.

 Mordecai did not want to honor 
himself.  Instead, he did things to 
help other people.  Because of this, 
Mordecai was honored.  Esther 6:11 
tells us about this.  “So Haman got the 
robe and the horse.  Then he put the robe 
on Mordecai and led him on horseback 
through the city streets.  Haman 
announced ahead of Mordecai, ‘This 
is done for the man the king wants to 
honor!’”

 Honor God today by being kind 
and unselfish like Mordecai. 

– Matt Keller
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King Xerxes

April 7

Peace with God
 King Xerxes was the king of Persia.  
At the time when he was king, Persia 
was probably the most powerful 
kingdom in the world.  Esther 2:18 
tells us what King Xerxes did.  “And 
the king gave a big party for Esther.  It 
was for all his important people and 
leaders.  He announced a festival in 
all the provinces and sent out gifts to 
people, because he was a generous king.”

 However, King Xerxes did not 
always act wisely.  One of his worst 
mistakes was to trust Haman.  The 
king allowed Haman to command 
that the Jews be killed.  But when 
King Xerxes learned the truth about 
Haman’s plan, he did the right thing.  
He had Haman killed.  Then he gave 
Haman’s possessions to Esther, and 
he gave Haman’s job to Mordecai.  
Xerxes allowed Esther and Mordecai 
to make sure that the Jews were not 
killed.

 Like Xerxes, when we make 
mistakes, we need to try and fix those 
mistakes.  We should do our best to 
help the people we may have hurt and 
show them our love and kindness.

 Over the past few days we have 
taken a brief look at the book of 
Esther.  But there are still many other 
things we can learn from Esther and 
her life.  I encourage you to study the 
whole book of Esther yourself.  Then 
use what you have learned to share 
God’s message of love with other 
people.

– Matt Keller

Suggested Bible Reading  
Esther 7:1-10; 8:1-8

Suggested Bible Reading  
2 Corinthians 5:11-21

 When Paul wrote the New 
Testament book of 2 Corinthians, he 
encouraged the Christians in Corinth 
to have a right relationship with God.  
He also told them that they should 
help other people have peace with 
God.

 2 Corinthians 5:19 explains about 
God’s peace.  “I mean that God was in 
Christ, making peace between the world 
and himself.  In Christ, God did not hold 
people guilty for their sins.  And he gave 
us this message of peace to tell people.”  
God sent Jesus to the earth so that 
people could once again have peace 
with Him.  As Christians, we have 
the responsibility of showing people 
how they can have a right relationship 
with God and have His peace in their 
life.

 We can show people God’s peace 
by encouraging them and helping 
them restore broken relationships 
in their lives.  We also show God’s 
peace when we forgive people who 
have sinned against us, when we are 
humble and when we share God’s love 
with others. 

 Do you know someone who needs 
to have a right relationship with God? 
Tell them today what God has done 
for you.  Then show them God’s grace 
and mercy and help them find peace 
with God.

– Donna Valverde
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Jesus Rode Jesus Ate
 On one special day each year, 
Christians around the world 
remember Jesus’ death and His 
resurrection.  Today and for the next 
few days, we will read verses from 
the book of Matthew.  We will learn 
about things that Jesus did during the 
week that He died.

 Matthew, chapter 21, tells us 
that Jesus and His followers went to 
Jerusalem.  Jesus rode into the city on 
a donkey.  People spread their coats 
on the road for Jesus.  Some people 
put tree branches on the road.  They 
did those things to honor Jesus.

 Matthew 21:9 tells us what these 
people did.  “Some of the people were 
walking ahead of Jesus.  Others were 
walking behind him.  They all shouted, 
‘Praise to the Son of David!  Welcome!  
God bless the one who comes in the name 
of the Lord!  Praise to God in heaven!’”

 These people welcomed Jesus as 
their earthly king.  But God’s plan 
was not for Jesus to be an earthly 
king.  God’s plan was for Jesus to die, 
rise from the dead and become our 
spiritual king.

 Jesus truly is our king.  We need 
to give Him our love and service.  
And we need to honor and worship 
Him every day.  Thank God today for 
Jesus.  Honor and serve Him as your 
King!

– Jo Krueger

Suggested Bible Reading  
Matthew 21:1-11

Suggested Bible Reading  
Matthew 26:17-30

 On the night before Jesus died, 
He shared a special meal with His 
disciples.  While they were eating, 
Jesus took some bread and some wine 
and explained some important things 
to His disciples.

 Matthew 26:26-28 tells us what 
Jesus did at that meal.  “While they 
were eating, Jesus took some bread and 
thanked God for it.  He broke off some 
pieces, gave them to his followers and 
said, ‘Take this bread and eat it.  It is 
my body.’  Then he took a cup of wine, 
thanked God for it, and gave it to them.  
He said, ‘Each one of you drink some of 
it.  This wine is my blood, which will be 
poured out to forgive the sins of many 
and begin the new agreement from God 
to his people.’”

 When Jesus talked about the bread 
and the wine, He was really talking 
about His death.  The next day, Jesus’ 
body was beaten.  People mocked Him 
and spit on Him.  He bled as He hung 
on the cross and died.  Jesus did this to 
accept the punishment for our sins.

 Now we can eat the Lord’s Supper 
with other Christians.  This is a time 
when we remember Jesus’ death on 
the cross.  We can thank Jesus for 
salvation and ask Him to continue 
to forgive our sins.  Take some time 
today to think about Jesus’ great 
sacrifice for you!

– Jo Krueger
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Jesus Prayed

April 11

Jesus Died
 After Jesus and His disciples ate 
together, Jesus went to a place where 
there was a garden.  This place was 
called Gethsemane.  There Jesus 
prayed to God.

 Why did Jesus pray to God?  He 
was feeling very troubled.  Matthew 
26:38 tells us what Jesus said to some 
of His disciples.  “Jesus said to Peter 
and the two sons of Zebedee, ‘My heart 
is so heavy with grief, I feel as if I 
am dying.  Wait here and stay awake 
with me.’”  Why was Jesus sad and 
troubled?  Because He knew that soon 
He would suffer a lot of pain and die 
on a cross.

 Jesus prayed that God would not 
let Him die a terrible death on the 
cross.  But Jesus knew that God’s way 
is always the best way.  So Jesus told 
God that He was willing to do what 
He wanted.  Jesus knew that He must 
follow God’s plan for His life.

 I like to make plans for my life.  
But sometimes I am selfish — I want 
things to happen my way.  I know 
that God should be in control of my 
life.  I need to allow Him to show me 
His will for my life.

 When you pray today, be like Jesus.  
Ask God to help you follow His plan 
for your life.

– Jo Krueger

Suggested Bible Reading  
Matthew 26:36-46

Suggested Bible Reading  
Matthew 27:45-56

 After Jesus prayed in Gethsemane, 
His enemies arrested Him.  They beat 
Jesus and sentenced Him to die on a 
cross.  This was very sad, but it was 
part of God’s plan.

 Matthew 27:51 tells us about some 
strange things that happened when 
Jesus died.  “When Jesus died, the 
curtain in the Temple was torn into two 
pieces.  The tear started at the top and 
tore all the way to the bottom.  Also, the 
earth shook and rocks were broken.”  

 What was the importance of the 
Temple curtain tearing?  The curtain  
represented the separation between 
God and the Jewish people.  When 
the curtain tore, it showed that Jesus’ 
death had made a new relationship 
between God and people.  Jesus’ death 
made it possible for people to be 
united with God through Jesus’ blood.    

 Jesus was willing to let people 
mock Him, spit on Him, beat Him and 
kill Him.  He did all that for you and 
me!  Because of His death, we have 
the opportunity to accept His free 
gift of salvation and live forever with 
Him.  

 Thank God today for His 
wonderful plan.  And thank Jesus that 
He was willing to obey God’s plan. 

– Jo Krueger
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Jesus Arose Lemon Pie
 Jesus died and was buried in a 
tomb.  But He did not stay dead.  On 
the third day after His death, He arose.  
What a wonderful thing to celebrate!

 Matthew, chapter 28, tells us that 
two women went to the tomb where 
Jesus was buried.  There they saw an 
angel.  Matthew 28:5-6 tells us what 
the angel said to them.  “The angel said 
to the women, ‘Don’t be afraid.  I know 
you are looking for Jesus, the one who 
was killed on the cross.  But he is not 
here.  He has risen from death, as he 
said he would.  Come and see the place 
where his body was.’”

 I think those two women must 
have been very excited and scared.  
They left the tomb to tell Jesus’ 
disciples that He was alive.  On their 
way, the women saw Jesus.  He was 
truly alive!

 Jesus is powerful.  He is so 
powerful that He was able to be alive 
again after He was dead.  Because 
Jesus has power over death, we know 
that we will also be raised after we 
die.  Christians who have followed 
and obeyed Jesus will be raised and 
live forever with Him.  

 We have so much to celebrate 
about today.  Thank God for His 
wonderful plan and His promise of 
eternal life.

– Jo Krueger

Suggested Bible Reading  
Matthew 28:1-10

Suggested Bible Reading  
Luke 10:38-42

 Some friends were coming to my 
house for dinner.  I wanted to make 
a special meal for them.  I decided 
to make a delicious lemon pie for 
dessert.

 This kind of lemon pie was not 
easy to make, and it required lots 
of time.  I used fresh lemons, and 
I measured the ingredients well.  I 
made the pie crust the night before 
and rolled out the dough the next 
morning.  I carefully prepared the 
filling and poured it into the crust.

 As the pie was baking, I found 
out that my friends could not come 
to my house.  I was so sad.  I had 
worried and worked so hard to make 
that pie.  That made me think about 
the story of two sisters, Mary and 
Martha, in Luke, chapter 10.  Martha 
was worried about preparations for a 
meal.  But Mary chose to sit and listen 
to Jesus.  Luke 10:42 tells us what 
Jesus said about Mary’s choice. “Only 
one thing is important.  Mary has made 
the right choice, and it will never be 
taken away from her.”

 That made me realize that working 
and worrying about guests is not 
really important.  What is important 
is my relationship with Jesus!

 No matter what you are doing 
today, be sure that you do the most 
important thing — spend some time 
with Jesus.  Read His Word and talk 
to Him, just like Mary did!

– Eileen Wood
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Faith

April 15

Proverbs (1)
 One day two little girls were 
talking with each other. Both girls 
were holding coins in their hands.  
The first girl said, “I have ten cents.”  
“No,” said the second girl, “you only 
have five cents, just like me.”  The 
first girl replied, “But my daddy said 
that when he comes home tonight, 
he will give me five more cents — so I 
have ten cents!”

 The first little girl had great faith 
that her father would give her five 
more cents when he came home that 
night.  Even though she didn’t have 
the extra five cents in her hand, she 
had faith that it was already hers.

 The writer of Hebrews gives us a 
definition of faith in Hebrews 11:1.  
“Faith is what makes real the things we 
hope for.  It is proof of what we cannot 
see.”  God wants us to have that kind 
of faith.  He wants us to believe in 
Him and His plan for our lives.  And 
He wants us to believe His promises 
of love, salvation through Jesus and 
eternal life in heaven.  When our 
faith is strong, we know that God will 
do all the wonderful things He has 
promised.

 Think about God’s faithfulness and 
His wonderful promises, and allow 
them to help your faith grow stronger 
every day.

– Pat Fenton

Suggested Bible Reading  
Hebrews 11:1-3

Suggested Bible Reading  
James 1:1; 2:1

 Proverbs are wise sayings.  When 
we think about proverbs in the 
Bible, we usually think of the book 
of Proverbs in the Old Testament.  
Proverbs is mainly wise sayings 
written by King Solomon.

 But there are also proverbs in the 
New Testament.  Some proverbs are 
found in the teachings of Jesus and 
Paul.  The book of James also has 
many proverbs.  For the next few 
days, we will search the book of James 
and find proverbs that show us how 
to live for God.

 But before we look at some 
proverbs, let’s remember who wrote 
the book of James.  In the New 
Testament, there are four men named 
James.  Two were apostles.  Another 
was the father of an apostle.  The 
fourth was an earthly brother of Jesus.  
We believe that the brother of Jesus 
wrote the New Testament book of 
James. 

 Here is how James begins his book 
in James 1:1a.  “Greetings from James, 
a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus 
Christ.”  At one time, Jesus’ brothers 
did not believe in Him.  But James 
later believed that Jesus was the Son 
of God and wrote this book to help 
other Christians follow Jesus.  

 Be like James and encourage your 
brothers and sisters in Christ today!

– Harold Noe
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Proverbs (2) Proverbs (3)
 The first proverb in James is 
difficult to believe.  We find this 
proverb in James 1:2.  “My brothers 
and sisters, you will have many kinds of 
trouble.  But this gives you a reason to be 
very happy.”  James said we should be 
happy when we have troubles.  This 
kind of proverb is called a paradox — 
a statement that is strange but true.

 Troubles are usually not pleasant 
experiences.  But we must suffer 
and endure them.  How can we be 
happy when we have troubles?  James 
says that when our faith in God is 
tested, we learn patience.  Then 
patience brings maturity and helps to 
strengthen our character.  So troubles 
help us to grow in Jesus.

 Easy times do not teach us much, 
but hard times teach us many 
things.  As I look back over my life, 
the happiest people I have known 
were people who were experiencing 
troubles.

 Jesus said in Matthew, chapter 
5, that we can be happy even when 
people hate us and persecute us.  And 
in Romans, chapter 5, Paul said that 
times of trouble teach us how to be 
patient.  

 Praise God today for the easy times 
in your life, and also thank Him for 
the hard times that teach you about 
patience and growth.

– Harold Noe

Suggested Bible Reading  
James 1:2-4

Suggested Bible Reading  
James 1:5, 3:13-18

 Do you know people who are 
really wise?  Recently when I taught a 
Bible study, I tried to think of people 
I know who are very wise.  I could 
only think of two people, even though 
I have known thousands of people 
during my life.

 The proverbs in the Old Testament 
talk about wisdom.  In the book 
of Proverbs, the word “wisdom” is 
used 38 times, and in Ecclesiastes, 
“wisdom” is used 21 times.  These 
books were written by King Solomon, 
who was famous for his great wisdom.

 Wisdom is sometimes explained as 
knowledge that is used properly.  But 
true wisdom is a spiritual gift from 
God.  James talks about true wisdom 
in James 3:17.  “But the wisdom that 
comes from God is like this:  First, it 
is pure.  It is also peaceful, gentle, and 
easy to please.  This wisdom is always 
ready to help people who have trouble 
and to do good for others.  This wisdom 
is always fair and honest.”

 A wise person may not have a lot 
of knowledge, and some wise people 
are uneducated.  But James explains 
that the wisdom we should want is 
from God.  Only God can give this 
kind of wisdom.

 Do you want to be wise?  Ask 
God to give you wisdom that is pure, 
peaceful, gentle and easy to please.

– Harold Noe
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Proverbs (4)

April 19

Proverbs (5)
 What is the difference between 
being “tested” and being “tempted”?  
Are they the same?  Is God 
responsible for both?

 We can find the answers to those 
questions in James 1:12-15.  James 
1:12a talks about a blessing.  “Great 
blessings belong to those who are tempted 
and remain faithful!  After they have 
proved their faith, God will give them 
the reward of eternal life.”  

 The Greek word that James uses 
in chapter 1 can mean “testing” or 
“temptation.”  But in this verse, James 
is talking about how God tests us.  
We already learned that God tests 
our faith so we can learn how to be 
patient in suffering. 

 But James 1:13-15 is talking about 
“temptation.”  Here the word “evil” is 
used with temptation.  God cannot 
be tempted with evil, and God does 
not tempt us with evil.  Evil happens 
when we are led to sin.  The devil 
is responsible for temptation.  God 
allows it to happen, but He is not 
responsible for the temptation.

 All the devil can give us is sin, 
suffering and death.  But if we are 
faithful, God will give us His gifts of 
salvation and eternal life in heaven.  
Depend on God’s Holy Spirit today 
to help you when you are tempted to 
disobey God.  With God’s help, you 
can obey Him and remain faithful.

– Harold Noe

Suggested Bible Reading  
James 1:12-15

Suggested Bible Reading  
James 1:19-20

 James 1:19 is a good proverb to 
memorize and think about every day.  
“My dear brothers and sisters, always 
be more willing to listen than to speak.  
Keep control of your anger.”  

 This proverb is filled with helpful 
wisdom.  This wisdom will help us in 
our relationships with others.  This 
proverb tells us to be quick to listen, 
slow to speak and slow to become 
angry.

 Listening means paying attention.  
This is a skill we should all want to 
improve.  Listening shows people 
that we care about them.  We should 
especially pay attention to the 
children in our lives.

 Speaking or signing too much can 
become a problem for us.  If we say 
too much, sometimes our words and 
signs do not have meaning.  And if we 
talk too much, others will not have 
the opportunity to share advice and 
ideas with us.

 For sure, showing anger is often 
not the right thing to do.  When we 
become angry, people will not pay 
attention to any good thoughts that 
we might be trying to share with 
them.

 Follow Jesus’ example of listening, 
speaking and controlling His anger.  
Memorize and practice this proverb 
each day of your life!

– Harold Noe
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Proverbs (6) Proverbs (7)
 Often I get up in the morning and 
look at myself in the mirror.  Wow!  
My hair is messy and my face is not 
shaved.  But sometimes I turn away 
and forget what I saw in the mirror.  
So I don’t shave or comb my hair.  
Later, I realize how I look, and I am 
embarrassed.

 James says in James 1:22-24 that 
is what we do when we read the 
Bible and ignore it.  “Do what God’s 
teaching says; don’t just listen and do 
nothing.  When you only sit and listen, 
you are fooling yourselves.  Hearing 
God’s teaching and doing nothing is like 
looking at your face in the mirror and 
doing nothing about what you saw.  You 
go away and immediately forget how 
bad you looked.”

 God’s Word, the Bible, is like a 
mirror.  We can see ourselves in the 
Bible.  We can learn from the Bible 
what we must do to be saved.  And we 
can study the Bible to know how to 
grow in Jesus.

 But if we look into “God’s mirror” 
— the Bible — and do not do what it 
says, we are like the person who looks 
in the mirror and doesn’t comb his 
hair.  We are just fooling ourselves.

 Ask God to show you how to be 
a “doer,” not a “reader” only.  Then 
read and study the Bible and apply its 
teachings to your life.

– Harold Noe

Suggested Bible Reading  
James 1:22-25

Suggested Bible Reading  
James 1:26-27

 Recently a friend of mine showed 
me the license plate on his car.  It 
read, “JA 1:27.”  The license plate 
numbers and letters were from James 
1:27.  “The worship that God wants is 
this:  caring for orphans or widows who 
need help and keeping yourself free 
from the world’s evil influence.  This is 
the kind of worship that God accepts as 
pure and good.”

 This proverb is about religion 
that is pure and good.  God accepts 
this religion and is pleased with 
it.  But what is this religion?  First, 
it is the kind of religion that helps 
orphans and widows who are in 
need.  (My friend whose license 
plate I mentioned, has adopted four 
orphans in addition to his three birth 
children.)  People who are in need are 
everywhere in our world today.

 Second, it is the kind of religion 
that keeps a person from being 
influenced by the evil world.  It is 
difficult to stay pure today.  We 
constantly face temptations to do 
wrong — through television, the 
Internet and people we meet.  Our 
culture is filled with bad things that 
we can do.

 But with God’s help, we can 
have that pure and good religion.  
Help people who are in need.  Keep 
yourself pure by avoiding evil things 
in the world.  Then God will be 
pleased with you! 

– Harold Noe
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Proverbs (8)

April 23

Proverbs (9)
 Suppose you and your friends are 
having a Bible study together.  Two 
people come and ask to join your 
group.  One person is Bill Gates, a 
billionaire and one of the richest 
men in the world.  The other man 
is the homeless person you often see 
downtown.  This man lives under the 
bridge on the highway.

 Would you welcome both people 
to your Bible study?  I am sure you 
would.  But would you welcome both 
of them with the same enthusiasm?  
Which person would you be excited 
to greet and shake their hand?  To 
which person would you offer your 
chair?

 James’ proverb in James 2:8-9 
teaches us to treat all people the same.  
“One law rules over all other laws.  This 
royal law is found in the Scriptures:  
‘Love your neighbor the same as you love 
yourself.’  If you obey this law, you are 
doing right.  But if you are treating one 
person as more important than another, 
you are sinning.  You are guilty of 
breaking God’s law.”

 Some people only like people who 
are wealthy and famous.  Others 
dislike some people because of their 
speech, education, race or gender.  
This proverb shows us that treating 
people differently is a sin.  We often 
do this.  Treating people equally is the 
way to overcome this sin.  Be kind to 
every person you meet today.

– Harold Noe

Suggested Bible Reading  
James 2:1-9

Suggested Bible Reading  
James 2:10-13

 The two main ideas of the proverbs 
found in James 2:10-13 are:  1) 
saying the right words, and 2) doing 
the right things.  The proverb in 
James 2:12 includes both “saying” 
and “doing.”  ‘“You will be judged by 
the law that makes people free.  You 
should remember this in everything 
you say and do.”  James also says a lot 
in chapters 3, 4 and 5 about right 
communication and actions. 

 James says that the law of Moses 
requires perfect obedience.  If we 
break one law, we are guilty of 
breaking all of the law.  So this law 
cannot save us.  It only shows us what 
we have done wrong.

 But praise God, we have another 
law that judges us.  It is a law of 
freedom in Jesus, and it shows us 
the truth about Jesus.  Paul said in 
Romans, chapter 6, that sin should 
not be our master because through 
Jesus we are made free from sin.  This 
happens when we believe in Jesus and 
obey Him.  

 When we serve Jesus, we are free.  
But when we serve the devil, we are 
his slaves.  Do you want to be free or 
be a slave?  Follow Jesus, who makes 
you free from sin and death.

 Think about the proverbs we 
have learned from the book of James.  
Apply them to your life today!

– Harold Noe
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God Gives Strength God Protects
 Many years ago, I was a soldier in 
the French army.  We were stationed 
in northern Africa.  My captain 
ordered me to survey a mountain pass 
to see if it was safe for us to travel 
through.  I chose the bravest solders 
in my unit to go with me.  We used 
grappling hooks and support lines 
to help us climb to the top of the 
mountain.

 Near the top of the mountain, my 
climbing partner lost his support 
line.  He clung to the rocks with his 
hands and feet and yelled for help.  I 
was carrying a heavy backpack.  But 
I managed to swing around, grab my 
partner and carry him for fifty feet to 
the top.

 Through the years I have thought 
about this experience many times.  I 
have wondered how I had enough 
strength to pull myself and the other 
soldier to safety.  I realize now that 
God was with me and gave me the 
strength to make the climb.

 In Philippians, chapter 4, Paul 
talked about all the experiences he 
had as he was traveling to tell people 
about Jesus.  Here is what Paul said 
in Philippians 4:13.  “Christ is the one 
who gives me the strength I need to do 
whatever I must do.”

 Maybe you won’t have to climb a 
mountain today, but God will give 
you strength to face difficult times.  
Let God be your support line!

– Hank Krueger

Suggested Bible Reading  
Philippians 4:10-13

Suggested Bible Reading  
Psalm 71:1-24

 Another time when I was in the 
French army, I went with my captain 
to survey an area in enemy territory.  
While we were looking around, we 
met the enemy.  They had about 500 
men, but we only had 136 soldiers in 
our unit.

 We engaged the enemy in a shoot-
out.  I spotted a sniper and fired a rifle 
grenade.  At the same time, he fired 
at me.  I saw a tree explode right in 
front of me.  Pieces of metal from the 
grenade hit my face and blinded me.  

 I managed to crawl to a hiding 
place in the rocks.  I stayed there for 
three days until my military dog and 
another soldier rescued me.  I was 
sent to a special hospital in Paris, 
France that treated eye injuries.

 While I was recovering from my 
injuries, I thought about how God 
had protected me.  Psalm 71 talks 
about God being a place of safety.  In 
Psalm 71:1-3, the writer tells us about 
how God protects us. “Lord, I depend 
on you for protection.  Don’t let me be 
disappointed.  You always do what is 
right, so come and save me.  Listen to me 
and save me.  Be my Rock, my place of 
safety.  Be my fortress, and protect me!  
You are my Rock and my protection.”

 Not only did God keep me alive, He 
also helped my eyes heal.  I thank God 
every day for His protection.  Take 
time today to thank God for keeping 
you safe.

– Hank Krueger
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Country Living (1)

April 27

Country Living (2)
 My family and I live in the country, 
about three miles from a small town.  
Today and for the next few days, I will 
share with you some reasons why I 
love living in the country.  And each 
day we will look at some verses from 
the book of Psalms.

 I love living in the country because 
I can see God’s creation up close.  We 
have several animals that we take 
care of on our acreage, but we also 
have other animals living close to us.  
Often we see deer, pheasants, rabbits, 
ground squirrels, snakes and even a 
few skunks.  We rarely see coyotes, 
but often at night we can hear them 
howling across the road.

 When I think about all these 
animals, I realize how awesome God 
is.  He made each animal to be a 
special part of His creation.  And each 
animal fits into God’s perfect plan of 
balance on the earth.

 Psalm 148:3-4 tells us that the 
things God created in nature praise 
Him.  “Sun and moon, praise him!  Stars 
and lights in the sky, praise him!  Praise 
him, highest heaven!  Waters above the 
sky, praise him!” 

 Look at God’s creation today and 
praise Him for all the wonderful 
things He has made!  

– Jo Krueger

Suggested Bible Reading  
Psalm 148:1-14

Suggested Bible Reading  
Psalm 4:1-8

 The place where I live is very quiet.  
There are not many noises, and only a 
few cars drive by our house every day.  
Sometimes the only car on our road 
is driven by the man who delivers our 
mail.  Our closest neighbor is about a 
half mile away.  

 I love living in a quiet place.  There 
is no traffic to remind me of all the 
busy people in the world.  There are 
no police sirens to remind me of all 
the bad things that happen in the 
world.  Instead, the quiet helps me 
focus on God.  It is easy to pray when 
there is nothing to distract me.

 In Psalm 4:3-8 David said that 
God paid attention to his prayers and 
protected him.  “You can be sure that 
anyone who serves the Lord faithfully is 
special to him.  The Lord listens when I 
pray to him.  When I go to bed, I sleep in 
peace, because, Lord, you keep me safe.” 

 David felt safe when God took 
care of him.  I feel safe where I live.  
Why?  Because I know God is paying 
attention to my prayers and keeping 
me safe.

 Maybe you live in a crowded and 
busy city instead of a quiet place in 
the country.  But I hope you can find 
a peaceful place today where you can 
think about God and pray to Him.

– Jo Krueger
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Country Living (3) Country Living (4)
 Living in the country has taught 
me to be satisfied with what I have.  
My family and I heat our home with 
wood in the winter.  In the summer, 
we let the breezes keep us cool.  
We grow food in our garden.  My 
husband hunts and fishes to provide 
us with some of our food.  We live a 
simple, satisfying life on our farm.

 In Psalm 63:6-7, David shows us 
that he is satisfied with the way God 
provides for him.  “I remember you 
while lying on my bed.  I think about 
you in the middle of the night.  That is 
because you are the one who helps me.  
It makes me happy to be under your 
protection!”

 David said that when God took 
care of him, he was satisfied as if he 
had eaten the best foods.  David was 
the king of Israel.  I am sure he had 
much wealth.  He could have anything 
in the world he wanted.  But he was 
satisfied with knowing God.

 Many people today have a lot of 
money and possessions.  They think 
they are satisfied with those things.  
But David knew that only God can 
truly satisfy people.  Money and 
possessions can be destroyed.  But 
God’s love and faithfulness continue 
forever.

 God wants to love you and help 
you be truly satisfied. Depend on Him 
today.

– Jo Krueger

Suggested Bible Reading  
Psalm 63:1-8

Suggested Bible Reading  
Psalm 65:1-13

 One of the awesome things about 
living in the country is being able to 
watch the weather up close.  We live 
on a hill, so we can see around us for 
many miles.  The sunrises and sunsets 
are very beautiful.  The star-filled 
night skies are wonderful.  But I think 
I am most impressed with the clouds.

 We see all kinds of clouds from our 
farm.  In the winter we can see the 
low, dark clouds that are filled with 
snow and strong winds.  During the 
summer we often see clouds from 
which tornadoes form.  When I look 
up and watch the swirling clouds, I 
remember that God has great power.  
And I remember that God is in 
control of everything in the universe.

 Psalm 65 is a song of praise to God.  
In this psalm, David talked about how 
God made the mountains and sent 
the rains.  He covers the hills with 
grass and fills the valleys with crops.  
David knew that God was in control 
of everything.  David expressed this 
in Psalm 65:8.  “People all around the 
world are amazed at the wonderful 
things you do.  You make all people, east 
and west, sing with joy.”  

 God is in control of everything 
around you today.  He loves you and 
wants you to depend on Him.  That 
should make you feel happy and safe 
today.    

– Jo Krueger
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Protection

May 1

Revelation (1)
 In Psalm 91 we read that God will 
always be our protection.  Verse 2 
says that God is our place of safety 
and our fortress.  Verses 14 and 15 tell 
us that God will help us when we are 
in trouble and will rescue and honor 
those who follow Him.  

 But my favorite verse is Psalm 
91:4.  “You can go to him for protection. 
He will cover you like a bird spreading 
its wings over its babies.  You can trust 
him to surround and protect you like a 
shield.”

 Have you ever seen a mother hen 
gather her chicks under her feathers 
to protect them?  I have seen this 
happen when it was raining or when 
an animal was threatening the chicks.  
A mother hen will do anything to 
protect her chicks.

 That is how it is with God.  He 
does not want us to feel afraid or 
alone.  God wants us to feel safe under 
His love and protection.

 It is exciting to know that God 
wants to help us and take care of us.  
When you face problems in your life, 
turn to God.  Trust Him and ask Him 
to help you overcome your problems.  
And don’t forget to praise God for 
His wonderful love and constant 
protection!

– Ina Mae Jackson

Suggested Bible Reading  
Psalm 91:1-16

Suggested Bible Reading  
Revelation 21:1-7

 When I tell my daughters that they 
can’t do something, they may grumble 
and complain.  But they know that 
my decision is what is best for them.  
When my daughters listen to me, they 
will be guided on the right path.  I am 
not always right and sometimes I have 
to apologize to them, but they need to 
learn to trust me.

 Some people say that we should 
not spend our time studying the 
book of Revelation because it is so 
controversial and hard to understand.  
But they are wrong.  Revelation is 
not just a future history lesson.  It was 
written to teach us about who God 
is and how His plan for us will be 
revealed.  This is important because 
we know that when we obey God, 
things will go well for us.  

 Unlike me, God is perfect in all 
His ways!  We can always depend on 
His wisdom.  Revelation 21:5 talks 
about this.  “The one who was sitting 
on the throne said, ‘Look, I am making 
everything new!’  Then he said, ‘Write 
this, because these words are true and 
can be trusted.’”

  The more we know about God, 
the more we see His greatness and 
perfection.  That leads us to trust Him 
and His Word.  God will not abandon 
us.  He has good plans for our lives.  
The book of Revelation clearly shows 
us that God is faithful and sovereign, 
and He cares about His people.

– Bob La Forge
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Revelation (2) Revelation (3)
 I struggled and saved up money 
to buy a car.  But then things kept 
going wrong with it.  Finally, I sold 
the car but lost a lot of money.  There 
is a guy I work with who is arrogant 
and selfish.  His salary is five times 
what my salary is.  He bought a fancy 
new car, and that car never has any 
problems.  Life isn’t fair!  

 Often it seems that good people 
suffer and wicked people have easy 
lives.  Terrible things happen to 
innocent people, and evil people 
always seem to have more and more.  
That is just a fact of life here on earth.  
But in the end, God will make sure 
that things are fair.

 Revelation 1:1a tells us that one 
focus of the book of Revelation is 
to inform us about things that will 
happen in the future.  “This is a 
revelation from Jesus Christ, which God 
gave him to show his servants what must 
happen soon.” 

  Another focus of Revelation is 
to show us that God is all-powerful.  
Revelation doesn’t just tell us about 
God reigning supreme in the future.  
It shows us that God is powerful 
today and that He can help us with 
our struggles.

 Are you struggling today?  Trust 
God and focus on living with Him 
forever!

– Bob La Forge

Suggested Bible Reading  
Revelation 1:1-2

Suggested Bible Reading  
Revelation 1:3-8

 When John wrote the book of 
Revelation, only about ten to twenty 
percent of people could read.  That 
means that a person would read 
Revelation aloud to different groups 
of people.  That’s why John wrote 
these words in Revelation 1:3.  “Great 
blessings belong to the person who reads 
the words of this message from God and 
to those who hear this message and do 
what is written in it.  There is not much 
time left.”

   Often, a group of Christians 
gathered around a speaker who read 
the words of Revelation with great 
emotion and feeling.  The people who 
listened were filled with emotion, too.  
Sometimes these people would feel 
afraid or be amazed by God’s power.  
Other times they were filled with 
joy and hope.  God was speaking to 
these people, and they needed to pay 
attention.

 When we read and study the book 
of Revelation, we should be filled 
with emotion, too.  When we think 
about Jesus’ return to earth and about 
how much God loves us, we should 
be happy and excited.  When we learn 
that some people will not live forever 
with God, we should feel sadness.  
And that should encourage us to share 
God’s message with everyone.

 Jesus is coming soon!  Are you 
excited?  Then share that Good News 
with someone today. 

– Bob La Forge
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Revelation (4)

May 5

Revelation (5)
 There are sixty-six books in the 
Bible.  Sixty-two of these books have 
prophecies that tell about something 
that will happen in the future.  Many 
of these prophecies talk about Jesus 
coming back to earth.  Jesus’ second 
coming is mentioned 1,845 times in 
the Old Testament and 318 times in 
the New Testament.  

 God inspired and directed men 
to write the Bible.  Many of these 
men wrote about Jesus’ return to 
earth.  Some of these writers did 
not even know who Jesus was.  But 
God led them to share the message 
about Jesus.  If Jesus’ second coming 
is mentioned so many times in the 
Bible, then God must think it is a very 
important event.  And if God thinks 
Jesus’ second coming is important, we 
should pay attention to what the Bible 
says about it.

 In Revelation 4:1 we learn that 
God gave John a very special look 
into heaven.  “Then I looked, and there 
before me was an open door in heaven.  
And I heard the same voice that spoke to 
me before.  It was the voice that sounded 
like a trumpet.  It said, ‘Come up here, 
and I will show you what must happen 
after this.’”  

 The message in Revelation is for 
you.  As you learn about this great 
message, worship God and praise 
Him for sending Jesus to bring you 
salvation and eternal life.

– Bob La Forge

Suggested Bible Reading  
Revelation 4:1-3

Suggested Bible Reading  
Revelation 6:12-17

 In Revelation, chapter 6, we learn 
about strange things that will happen 
— earthquakes, darkness, the moon 
becoming red, stars falling to the 
earth, the sky splitting and mountains 
and islands moving.  These verses 
give a true picture of how people will 
react to these strange things.

 Revelation 6:15 tells us what these 
people will do.  “Then all the people — 
the kings of the world, the rulers, the 
army commanders, the rich people, the 
powerful people, every slave, and every 
free person — hid themselves in caves 
and behind the rocks on the mountains.”  
Instead of humbling themselves and 
worshiping God, these people will try 
to hide from God.

 That reminds me of Jonah in the 
Old Testament.  He thought he could 
run away and hide from God.  But 
Jonah soon learned that we cannot 
hide from God.

 It does not matter how successful 
or powerful we have been in life.  
That is meaningless to God.  What is 
important to God is whether we have 
made Jesus our Lord and Savior.  No 
one can stand before God alone.  We 
need to have Jesus stand with us. 

 Are you trying to stand alone in 
your life?  Or are you depending on 
Jesus to be your Savior and Lord?

– Bob La Forge
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Revelation (6) Revelation (7)
 Revelation, chapter 15, describes 
another wonder that John saw in 
heaven.  Because of God’s anger, 
seven angels brought seven terrible 
happenings on the earth.  

 In Revelation 15:2, John tells us 
what he saw.  “I saw what looked like 
a sea of glass mixed with fire.  All those 
who had won the victory over the beast 
and his idol and over the number of its 
name were standing by the sea.  These 
people had harps that God had given 
them.”  The people that John is talking 
about in this verse are Christians.  
What are they doing?  They are 
singing songs about Moses and Jesus.

 Even though these Christians are 
facing great trials, they are joyfully 
singing praises to God.  They are 
joyful because they know that God 
keeps His promises and shows grace 
to people who will follow Him.  

 As we go through our lives, we 
choose the attitudes that we have.  
We can choose to complain and be 
grumpy and miserable.  Or we can be 
like the Christians in Revelation 15:2 
— we can choose to be joyful.  We can 
choose to be joyful even when our 
circumstances and relationships may 
not be good.

 Praise God today!  Choose to be 
joyful, no matter what is happening in 
your life.  

– Bob La Forge

Suggested Bible Reading  
Revelation 15:1-4

Suggested Bible Reading  
Revelation 19:1-10

 “Hallelujah” is a Hebrew word that 
means a joyous song of praise to God.  
The only place this word is found in 
the Bible is in Revelation, chapter 19.  
Here is what John wrote in Revelation 
19:1.  “After this I heard what sounded 
like a large crowd of people in heaven.  
The people were saying, ‘Hallelujah!  
Victory, glory, and power belong to 
our God.’”  Three more times in this 
chapter the people come together to 
sing “Hallelujah” to God.

 Revelation 19 also teaches us many 
things about God that should cause 
us to praise and honor Him.  1) God 
has delivered us from the penalty of 
our sin.  2) God is holy and majestic.  
3) God rules over the earth and holds 
all things together.  4) God keeps 
His promises.  5) Righteousness only 
comes through God’s free gift of 
salvation.

 The more we know about God, the 
more we want to praise Him.  Wicked 
people are far from God.  They either 
ignore God or make fun of Him.  But 
we can come closer to God through 
times of Bible reading and study, 
prayer, worship and fellowship.

 Worship God today.  Take time to 
praise and honor Him because of what 
He has done for you.  Hallelujah!

– Bob La Forge
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Follow Jesus

May 9

Doves
 Elijah was God’s prophet, and 
he was afraid.  Why?  The people 
of Israel had stopped obeying God.  
They had destroyed the altars built to 
sacrifice to God and killed all of God’s 
prophets except for Elijah.  Now they 
were trying to kill Elijah.

 1 Kings 19:10 tells us what Elijah 
said to God.  “Elijah said, ‘Lord God 
All-Powerful, I have always served 
you the best that I can, but the Israelites 
broke their agreement with you.  They 
destroyed your altars and killed your 
prophets.  I am the only prophet left 
alive, and now they are trying to kill 
me!’”

 So God told Elijah to go find a 
farmer named Elisha.  God wanted 
Elisha to take over Elijah’s work as 
a prophet.  Elijah threw his coat on 
Elisha.  This showed that Elisha was 
taking Elijah’s place as a prophet.

 Elisha left his farm work and 
ran after Elijah.  Elisha asked if he 
could say goodbye to his father and 
mother.  Elijah allowed him to go to 
his parents.  After Elisha had a special 
meal with his family, he left his old 
life and followed Elijah.

 This Old Testament story reminds 
me of a person who wants to follow 
Jesus.  Elisha left his farm and his 
family and followed Elijah.  In the 
same way, a person leaves behind his 
old life of sin and starts following 
Jesus.  Will you follow Jesus today?

– Donna Howard

Suggested Bible Reading  
1 Kings 19:1-21

Suggested Bible Reading  
Luke 3:21-22

 I like to watch birds outside 
my window.  I have a feeder, and 
many birds come to eat there.  But I 
especially like to watch the doves.  If 
there are other birds with the doves, 
the doves never chase them away.  
Sometimes bigger birds will start a 
fight with the doves, but the doves 
don’t seem to want to fight.

 Doves are mentioned several 
times in the Bible.  The first time 
is in Genesis, chapter 8.  After the 
boat had settled on Mount Ararat, 
Noah sent a dove out of the boat to 
search for dry land.  A dove is also 
mentioned in Luke 3:21-22.  “When 
all the people were being baptized, Jesus 
came and was baptized too.  And while 
he was praying, the sky opened, and 
the Holy Spirit came down on him.  The 
Spirit looked like a real dove.  Then a 
voice came from heaven and said, ‘You 
are my Son, the one I love.  I am very 
pleased with you.’” 

 Doves are often used as a symbol 
of peace.  When Jesus came to earth, 
He brought a special peace to people.  
That peace comes from knowing 
that our sins can be forgiven through 
Jesus.  When our sins are forgiven, 
we can truly be at peace with God. 

 Take time to thank God for the 
wonderful peace that Jesus brings into 
our lives.

– Eileen Wood
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God’s Amazing Love The Bible 
 One day when I was a young boy, 
I went to visit a friend.  My mother 
warned me NOT to help mow the 
lawn because I was too young.

 When I arrived at my friend’s 
house, I saw him mowing his parents’ 
lawn.  I helped him mow, even 
though my mother told me not to.  
Soon the mower became stuck.  I bent 
down and put my hands under the 
mower to pick it up.  The blade of the 
lawn mower cut off part of my middle 
and ring fingers.  I was taken to the 
hospital where the doctors operated 
on my fingers.  

 The next thing I remember, my 
parents were looking at me as I lay in 
my hospital bed.  My mother wasn’t 
angry with me.  She knew I had 
disobeyed, but she did not mention it 
to me.  My parents showed that they 
still loved me.

 Paul talked about love and anger in 
1 Corinthians 13:5.  “Love is not rude, 
it is not selfish, and it cannot be made 
angry easily.  Love does not remember 
wrongs done against it.”  We are all 
sinners, but God still loves us very 
much.  He sent Jesus to die for our 
sins.  We need to accept Jesus and 
ask for forgiveness.  God will not be 
angry with us.  He will not keep a list 
of the sins we have done.

 Thank God for His amazing love 
today!

– Chad Entinger

Suggested Bible Reading  
1 Corinthians 13:4-7

Suggested Bible Reading  
2 Timothy 3:4-17

 Today and for the next few days, 
we will be talking about God’s Word, 
the Bible.  Here is what Paul said 
about God’s Word in 2 Timothy 
3:15-16.  “You have known the Holy 
Scriptures since you were a child.  
These Scriptures are able to make 
you wise.  And that wisdom leads to 
salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.  
All Scripture is given by God.  And all 
Scripture is useful for teaching and for 
showing people what is wrong in their 
lives.  It is useful for correcting faults 
and teaching the right way to live.”

 God used about forty men to 
write the sixty-six books in the Bible.  
Although these men wrote down 
the words, God’s Holy Spirit worked 
through them to help them know 
what to write.  It is important to 
know that the Bible is true and that it 
is from God.  The Bible is not just a 
storybook written by men.

 There are millions of books in 
the world today.  Some books teach 
us important things.  But there is no 
book more important than the Bible.  
The Bible is how God communicates 
His love, His promises and His 
commands to us.

 Take time today to read and study 
the Bible.  Then you will know what 
God wants you to do and how you can 
please Him. 

– Jennifer Forrester
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The Bible is True

May 13

The Bible is Forever
 I enjoy reading made-up stories.   
These stories may be historical 
novels about things that could have 
happened in the past.  Or they might 
be science fiction and tell about things 
that might happen in the future.  
These kinds of stories provide me 
with enjoyment and entertainment.

 But the Bible is not a made-up 
story. The Bible is true!  People 
have tried for hundreds of years to 
prove that the Bible is not true.  But 
many of those people have ended up 
discovering that the Bible is really 
true and accurate.

 David loved God and His Word, 
and he wrote about this in Psalm 
111:7-8.  “Everything he does is good 
and fair.  All his commands can be 
trusted.  His commands will continue 
forever.  They must be done with truth 
and honesty.”  It is important that we 
can always trust the Bible.  If we can’t 
trust the Bible, then it is just like any 
made-up story.

 I praise God that the Bible is true 
and accurate.  I know that I can 
depend on the Bible to teach me 
God’s truth and lead me to salvation 
through Jesus Christ.

 Thank You, God, for giving us 
Your Word!

– Jennifer Forrester

Suggested Bible Reading  
Psalm 111:1-10

Suggested Bible Reading  
Matthew 24:30-35

 In Matthew, chapter 24, Jesus 
talked about the time when He will 
come to take His followers to live 
with him forever.  Here is what Jesus 
said in Matthew 24:35.  “The whole 
world, earth and sky, will be destroyed, 
but my words will last forever.”  This 
verse teaches us that Jesus’ words will 
last forever.

 There are other Bible verses which 
teach that God’s Word is eternal.  1 
Peter 1:25 says that God’s Word will 
last forever.  Psalm 119:89 tells us 
that God’s Word continues forever in 
heaven.  And Isaiah 40:7-8 says that 
grass and flowers die, but the words 
of God continue forever.

 It is very important for us to know 
that the Bible is forever.  Why?  
Because if God’s words continue 
forever, then we know we can trust 
them.  God’s words have helped and 
encouraged people for thousands 
of years.  His words can help and 
encourage us today.  And His words 
will continue to strengthen people 
until Jesus comes again.

 Many books become old and 
outdated.  But not the Bible!  The 
Bible is important for us to read 
today.  Use the Bible to help you 
know how to live for God and serve 
Him.

– Jennifer Forrester
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The Bible Teaches Salvation The Bible is a Weapon
 The Bible was written by God to 
teach us about Himself.  When we 
read the Old Testament in the Bible, 
we can learn how God made the earth 
and how He worked with His special 
people, the Jews.  When we read the 
New Testament, we can learn about 
God’s Son, Jesus, and His plan for the 
church.

 In Romans 1:16-17a, Paul tells 
us the main purpose of the Bible — 
salvation!  “I am proud of the Good 
News, because it is the power God uses 
to save everyone who believes — to save 
the Jews first and now to save those who 
are not Jews.  The Good News shows how 
God makes people right with himself.”

 We learn about the Good News 
from the Bible.  What is the Good 
News?  The Good News is that 
God sent Jesus to die on the cross 
and accept the punishment for our 
sins.  Because of Jesus’ death and 
resurrection, we can have eternal life 
with God.  

 Many people today say they know 
how to be saved.  But they teach 
things that are not from the Bible.  
The Bible is the only book that can 
tell us how to be saved and become 
one of God’s children.

 Thank God for His wonderful plan 
of salvation today!

– Jennifer Forrester

Suggested Bible Reading  
Romans 1:8-17

Suggested Bible Reading  
Ephesians 6:10-18

 The devil does not want you 
and me to follow God.  So the devil 
constantly tempts us to sin and 
disobey God.  Matthew, chapter 4, 
tells us about a time when Jesus was 
in the desert area.  He had not eaten 
for forty days.  The devil came and 
tempted Jesus three times.  But each 
time the devil tempted Him, Jesus 
answered by repeating Bible verses.  
Jesus used God’s Word as a weapon to 
fight off the devil.

 We can follow Jesus’ example and 
defeat the devil, too!  Paul wrote to 
Christians in Ephesus about spiritual 
armor that they should wear so they 
can fight against the devil.  Here is 
what Paul said in Ephesians 6:17.  
“Accept God’s salvation as your helmet.  
And take the sword of the Spirit — that 
sword is the teaching of God.”  We 
should use God’s Word as a weapon 
to fight the devil.  

 The Bible is a wonderful weapon 
to use against the devil.  But we need 
to read and study the Bible every 
day.  Then we can remember God’s 
teachings and use them to overcome 
the devil.

 Study the Bible today and be 
prepared to fight the devil when he 
tempts you.  God will help you and 
give you courage to stand strong 
against the devil.

– Jennifer Forrester
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The Bible is for YOU!

May 17

Be Kind
 For the past few days we have 
talked about God’s Word, the Bible.  
The Bible is from God.  It is true, and 
it will last forever.  The Bible teaches 
us the Good News about salvation, 
and it is the best weapon to use 
against the devil.

 But the Bible is not just a book 
for some people to read.  The Bible 
is for all people.  Here is what Paul 
said about this in 1 Timothy 2:4-6a.  
“God wants everyone to be saved and 
to fully understand the truth.  There is 
only one God, and there is only one way 
that people can reach God.  That way is 
through Christ Jesus, who as a man gave 
himself to pay for everyone to be free.”  
God doesn’t just want some people to 
be saved — He wants all people to live 
with Him forever.  

 The only way for people to be 
saved and to know the truth is for 
them to read and study the Bible.  If 
you want to receive salvation from 
God, you need to read the Bible.  If 
you are already a Christian, you need 
to continue to grow in Christ.  One 
way you can do this is by reading and 
studying God’s Word every day.

 There are many books in the world 
for you to read.  But the Bible is the 
most important book for you.  God’s 
Word is for YOU.  Decide to read and 
study the Bible today.

– Jennifer Forrester

Suggested Bible Reading  
1 Timothy 2:1-7

Suggested Bible Reading  
2 Samuel 9:1-13

 No person on earth has a perfect 
body.  Many people have difficulties 
with their hearing or vision.  Other 
people have problems with their 
knees or feet.  Some of us suffer from 
chronic illnesses or even terminal 
diseases.  We do not need to be 
ashamed of these things — they are 
just part of living here on earth and 
growing older.

 Sometimes people are unkind and 
laugh at people who have physical 
problems.  King David was not like 
that.  One time he honored a crippled 
man.  Both King Saul and his son, 
Jonathan, were killed in a battle.  
When David became king, he asked if 
there was anyone still alive from their 
families.  Someone told David about 
Jonathan’s son, Mephibosheth.  He 
had been crippled in both feet since he 
was very young.

 So David sent for Mephibosheth.  
2 Samuel 9:7 tells us what David said.  
“David said to Mephibosheth, ‘Don’t be 
afraid.  I will be kind to you because of 
your father Jonathan.  I will give back 
to you all the land of your grandfather 
Saul.  And you will always be able to eat 
at my table.’”   

 We should follow David’s example 
of being kind to other people.  Look 
for ways today that you can show 
kindness to others. 

– Pam Davis
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Right with God Wake Up Call
 I was reading the Bible and 
learning more about God.  I tried 
very hard to live for God, but then I 
would read a new verse that showed 
more sin in my life.  All I could think 
was, “This is another way I have failed 
God.”  I was sad and depressed.

 Then I started to learn about God’s 
grace.  I learned that God accepts me 
just as I am — with all my sins, failures 
and weaknesses.  Paul talked about 
this in Romans 3:23-24.  “All have 
sinned and are not good enough to share 
God’s divine greatness.  They are made 
right with God by his grace. This is a 
free gift.  They are made right with God 
by being made free from sin through 
Jesus Christ.”

 Through Jesus’ death on the cross, 
we are made right with God.  Jesus’ 
blood sacrifice pays for our sins.  God 
gave us Jesus to show that He always 
does what is right and fair.  God is 
loving and patient and gives us His 
grace.

 When I realized that God’s grace 
covers my sins, I was relieved and 
more peaceful.  I understood that God 
loved me since before I was born and 
that He will always love me.  Now I 
am right with God, and I am thankful 
for His love and salvation.

 Share with someone today about 
God’s grace and salvation.  Then they 
can be right with God, too!

– Dave Lewicki

Suggested Bible Reading  
Romans 3:21-26

Suggested Bible Reading  
Ephesians 5:14-20

 In motels and hotels, people often 
use a wake-up service.  The desk clerk 
calls their room at a certain time.  The 
person answers the phone and this 
acts as an alarm clock to wake them 
up so they do not oversleep.

 In Ephesians, chapter 5, Paul 
encouraged the Christians in the city 
of Ephesus.  He told them to wake 
up and get to work for Jesus.  Paul 
wanted these people to make good use 
of their time.  He wanted them to live 
righteously in an unrighteous world.  
Here is what Paul said in Ephesians 
5:15-16.  “So be very careful how you 
live.  Live wisely, not like fools.  I mean 
that you should use every opportunity 
you have for doing good because these 
are evil times.”

 As Christians, we should be an 
example for other people to follow.  
When we obey God, we are a 
testimony for righteousness.  We can 
do this by attending church faithfully, 
being honest at our jobs, speaking 
without swearing, keeping our 
promises and controlling our temper.  
When we do these things, we show 
other people that we want to follow 
and obey God.

 Wake up today!  Think about your 
life.  Make good use of the time God 
has given to you.  Show others how 
they can love and serve God. 

– Leon Ziebarth
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Travels (1)

May 21

Travels (2)
 Duane King started Deaf Missions 
in 1970.  Since then, he and his wife, 
Peggy, have traveled many thousands 
of miles across the United States 
for Deaf Missions.  Sometimes they 
traveled by car and sometimes by 
plane.  But often they pulled a trailer 
behind their pickup truck.

 In November of 2007, Duane 
stepped aside as director.  But he 
did not retire.  He and Peggy are 
still working and traveling for Deaf 
Missions.  

 Duane and Peggy travel so they can 
tell people about Deaf Missions.  But 
the most important reason they travel 
is to tell people — both Deaf and 
hearing — about Jesus and His gift of 
salvation.

 The devotions for the next five 
days were written by Duane King.  In 
these devotions, Duane shares some 
experiences that happened while he 
and Peggy were traveling for Deaf 
Missions.

 In Matthew 28:19 Jesus told His 
disciples what they should do after 
He left the earth.  “So go and make 
followers of all people in the world.  
Baptize them in the name of the Father 
and the Son and the Holy Spirit.”  That 
is what Duane and Peggy have been 
doing for 50 years!  

 Follow Duane and Peggy’s example 
today!  Tell someone about Jesus and 
His love for them.

– Jo Krueger

Suggested Bible Reading  
Matthew 28:16-20

Suggested Bible Reading  
Psalm 119:105-112

 Peggy and I drive many miles for 
Deaf Missions. What if I would fall 
asleep while driving?  I would wreck 
our pickup and trailer.  I’m sure that 
Peggy and I would be hurt or even 
die.  We might hurt other people, too, 
and destroy their vehicle.  We would 
lose money.  And we would lose 
time that we should use in Christian 
ministry.

 I have a brother who went to 
sleep while driving a motorcycle.  He 
was hurt, but he didn’t die.  But not 
every person who goes to sleep while 
driving will get a second chance.  If 
you fall asleep while driving, you 
might die.  Then you will not get a 
second chance.

 Life is the same way.  We don’t 
get a second chance.  But if we follow 
God, we don’t even need a second 
chance.  God made us.  And He 
teaches us in the Bible how we should 
live.  God wants us to love Him and 
obey Him.  Psalm 119:111-112 talks 
about this.  “The rules you have given 
me to follow will be mine forever.  They 
give me great joy.  More than anything 
I want to obey your laws always, until 
the end of my life.”

 Don’t “fall asleep” at the wheel of 
life.  Stay alert.  Pay attention to God’s 
Word and to the way you are living. 

– Duane King
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Travels (3) Travels (4)
 One time Peggy and I were 
traveling in Oklahoma.  The road 
was straight and there was almost no 
traffic.  We were driving at 60 miles 
per hour, pulling our trailer behind 
our pickup.

 Suddenly, I saw a huge hole in the 
road.  I swerved to avoid the hole, but 
it was too late.  There was a terrible 
thump and jerk.  I pulled over and 
stopped the pickup and crawled under 
the trailer.  One of the trailer springs 
had broken.  We were in the middle 
of nowhere, and we still had a long 
distance to travel.  I was helpless, 
except for One Person!

 A car pulled up behind us and 
stopped.  I peeked out from under the 
trailer to see a patrolman!  His car was 
the first car I had seen for many miles. 
He called a man who came to fix the 
spring.  The repairman even had the 
right size spring in stock!  In a couple 
of hours, Peggy and I arrived on time 
where we were to speak.

 The One Person who helped me  — 
who was He?  The patrolman?  The 
man who fixed the spring?  No!  God 
was my help.  Psalm 46:1 talks about 
this.  “God is our protection and source 
of strength.  He is always ready to help 
us in times of trouble.”

 God is always my help.  Praise to 
Him.  He will help you, too!

– Duane King

Suggested Bible Reading  
Psalm 46:1-3

Suggested Bible Reading  
Matthew 5:23-24

 Peggy and I were driving in the 
mountains.  As we were going up the 
mountain, the diesel motor in our 
pickup began to send LOTS of smelly 
black smoke out of the exhaust pipe.  
A man driving a convertible with the 
top down was following us.

 I felt sorry for that man, but I 
couldn’t stop the smoke.  He could not 
pass me on the narrow road with so 
many curves.  Finally, near the top of 
the mountain, he was able to pass me.

 Later, we stopped to eat at a 
restaurant.  I parked right next to his 
convertible!  I was afraid he would 
meet me and be angry with me.  He 
did come to meet me, but he was 
laughing.  I was so glad.  I apologized 
to him for all the black smoke. 

 In Matthew 5:23-24, Jesus talked 
about making peace with other 
people.  “So, what if you are offering 
your gift at the altar and remember that 
someone has something against you?  
Leave your gift there and go make peace 
with that person.  Then come and offer 
your gift.”

 When you offend someone, do you 
apologize?  You should.  And when 
someone offends you, do you become 
angry?  Or do you laugh?  Laughing is 
SO much better!  Make sure that you 
are at peace with people today.

– Duane King
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Travels (5)

May 25

Travels (6)
 I have driven to the moon and back 
three times!  Well, no, not really.  I 
have driven that many miles, but I did 
all of the driving on earth instead of 
going to the moon.  On earth, I have 
driven far enough to go around the 
world at the equator about 65 times!

 But . . . maybe I haven’t driven far 
enough!!

 Most of my driving has been to 
spread the Good News about Jesus 
— especially to Deaf people.  But 
so many Deaf people still have not 
accepted Jesus as their Savior.  So I 
wonder if maybe I have not driven 
enough!

 But I won’t have to drive so far 
if YOU will help spread the Good 
News about Jesus everywhere you 
go.  Together we can reach many 
more people for Jesus.  And when 
we do that, we will be obeying Jesus’ 
command in Mark 16:15.  “He said to 
them, ‘Go everywhere in the world.  Tell 
the Good News to everyone.’”

 I encourage you to tell everyone 
you meet that Jesus can save them 
from sin and hell.  Tell them that 
Jesus died for them and will take them 
to live with Him forever.

 Thanks for joining me in spreading 
the Good News about Jesus to all the 
world!

– Duane King

Suggested Bible Reading  
Mark 16:15-16

Suggested Bible Reading  
1 Corinthians 9:15-17

 The RV trailer that I have now is 
eight feet and four inches wide.  Many 
two-lane highways are only ten feet 
wide per lane.  If I drive in the center 
of my lane, there is less than one foot 
on each side of my trailer.  If I meet 
another trailer or truck, and it is in 
the center of their lane, we have less 
than two feet between us.  That is 
very close!  Just one small error and 
we could hit each other.

 I have met many thousands of 
trucks and trailers on narrow roads 
and bridges.  If we would hit each 
other, we would wreck.  Maybe we 
would be hurt or killed.  I thank God 
that we have never had a wreck with 
our trailer.

 If Peggy and I think about all the 
dangers of traveling with our trailer, 
maybe we will decide to stop traveling 
for Deaf Missions.  No!  No!  We 
must continue traveling so we can 
reach more people and tell them about 
Jesus. 

 Paul faced many dangerous 
situations while he was traveling 
throughout the world to spread the 
Gospel.  But God was always with 
him.  Here is what Paul said about this 
in 1 Corinthians 9:17b.  “But I have no 
choice.  I must tell the Good News.  So I 
am only doing the duty that was given to 
me.”

 I hope you will tell people about 
Jesus today. 

– Duane King
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Wisdom from God Don’t Doubt God
 King David died and his son, 
Solomon, became the new king.  He 
wanted to build a Temple where 
the people could worship God, a 
palace where he would live and a 
wall around Jerusalem.  Solomon had 
many important decisions to make.  

 King Solomon went to Gibeon to 
offer sacrifices to God.  While he was 
there, God asked Solomon what he 
wanted God to give him.  Solomon 
replied that he was like a little child 
and didn’t have the wisdom to do 
what he needed to do.  1 Kings 4:9 
tells us what Solomon asked God to 
give him.  “So I ask you to give me the 
wisdom to rule and judge them well and 
to help me know the difference between 
right and wrong.  Without such great 
wisdom, it would be impossible to rule 
this great nation.”

 God was happy that Solomon 
wanted wisdom.  So He not only gave 
Solomon wisdom, He gave him a long 
life and riches as well.  Solomon ruled 
over the Israelites very wisely for 
many years.

 We all need to make important 
decisions about our jobs, our families 
and our relationships with others.  
God will give us wisdom, too, if we 
are humble like Solomon and ask 
Him to help us as we make important 
decisions. 

– Bonnie Hall

Suggested Bible Reading  
1 Kings 3:1-15

Suggested Bible Reading  
James 1:2-8

 If you watch the ocean, you will see 
waves.  Some waves are big, and some 
are small.  But all waves go up and 
down, up and down.

 James, chapter 1, talks about waves.  
James reminds his readers that they 
should not doubt God.  He says that 
people who doubt God are like a wave 
in the sea that is blown up and down 
by the wind.  Our faith should not 
be like waves.  We should not have a 
strong faith one day and doubt God 
the next day.  Our faith should be 
strong and steady all the time.  Then 
when we see God working in our 
lives, our faith will grow.

 James 1:3-4 gives us some good 
advice for keeping our faith strong.  
“You know that when your faith 
is tested, you learn to be patient in 
suffering.  If you let that patience work 
in you, the end result will be good.  You 
will be mature and complete.  You will be 
all that God wants you to be.”

 We will face problems in our lives.  
Some problems will be big, and others 
will be small.  But we should always 
turn to God for help and have faith 
that God will do what is best for us.

 Don’t doubt God today.  Stay close 
to Him and His Word and stand 
strong! 

– Donna Valverde
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Puzzle Pieces

May 29

Salvation (1)
 At our house we enjoy doing jigsaw 
puzzles.  At first, the puzzle looks like 
a hopeless mess.  But soon the border 
pieces are found, and when that part 
is finished, the puzzle starts to take 
shape.  With time and patience, a 
beautiful scene is completed.

 Sometimes life seems like a jigsaw 
puzzle, with all the pieces heaped 
together.  So it is important that 
we complete the border first.  That 
border is the start of our Christian 
life.  This involves being born again — 
asking God for forgiveness and being 
baptized into Jesus.  

 Then after we become a Christian, 
God puts together the pieces of our 
life with great wisdom and patience.  
These pieces may be our expectations, 
dreams, education, family and friends.   
As our life puzzle comes together, we 
must remember to always follow Jesus 
and His example.  Hebrews 12:2a tells 
us about this.  “We must never stop 
looking to Jesus.  He is the leader of our 
faith, and he is the one who makes our 
faith complete.”

 God wants to work with you and 
help you complete your life’s picture.  
He wants to change the confusion 
of your life into calm and order.  He 
knows exactly where each piece 
belongs in your life.

 Continue to follow Jesus and 
depend on God’s help and strength.

– Mary Wilting

Suggested Bible Reading  
Hebrews 12:1-3

Suggested Bible Reading  
John 3:16-21

 God’s wonderful plan of salvation 
began a long time ago. This plan 
began even before He made the 
world.  Then Adam and Eve chose 
to sin and disobey God.  Since that 
time, all people — including you and 
me — have sinned.  When we sin, we 
are separated from God.  The penalty 
for our sin is that we will be separated 
from God forever.  So God made a 
way for us to have our sins forgiven 
and be close to Him again.  That way 
is through His Son, Jesus.

 When Jesus died on the cross, He 
paid the penalty for our sins.  Jesus 
was the only One who could do this.  
Why?  Because He never sinned.  
Jesus always obeyed and followed 
God.  But this was a great sacrifice for 
God to allow His Son to die.  Why did 
God do this?  We can find the answer 
to that question in John 3 :16.  “Yes, 
God loved the world so much that he 
gave his only Son, so that everyone who 
believes in him would not be lost but have 
eternal life.”

 God loves us so much that He was 
willing to send Jesus to live on earth 
as a human, suffer a terrible death and 
then rise again three days later.  That’s 
A LOT of love!  

 When we realize how much God 
loves us, we need to accept His gift of 
salvation.  For the next few days, we 
will learn about a man named Saul 
who decided to follow Jesus.  I hope 
you want to follow Jesus, too.

– Jo Krueger
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Salvation (2) Salvation (3)
 Saul was a Jewish man who loved 
God.  He heard about Jesus, who said 
that He was God’s Son.  But Saul did 
not believe that.  Soon many people 
followed Jesus and started meeting 
together in Jerusalem.  Saul thought 
those people were disobeying God.  
So Saul joined other Jewish people 
in persecuting Jesus’ followers.  Saul 
arrested Christians and put them in 
jail and agreed with people who were 
killing Christians.

 One day Saul was traveling to 
Damascus to arrest Christians.  On 
the way, Saul saw a bright light, and 
he became blind.  Jesus spoke to Saul 
and told him to go into Damascus 
where someone would tell him what 
to do.

 In Damascus, a man named 
Ananias taught Saul about Jesus.  
Then Saul understood that Jesus was 
God’s Son.  Saul also understood that 
he was a sinner and needed God’s 
forgiveness.  Years later, Saul wrote a 
letter to Timothy.  In 1 Timothy 1:13, 
he told Timothy about his past life.  
“In the past I insulted Christ.  As a proud 
and violent man, I persecuted his people.  
But God gave me mercy because I did 
not know what I was doing.  I did that 
before I became a believer.”

 The first thing that Saul did was 
admit that he was a sinner and that 
he needed forgiveness through Jesus.  
Have you told God your sins and 
asked Him to forgive you?  

– Jo Krueger

Suggested Bible Reading  
1 Timothy 1:12-17

Suggested Bible Reading  
2 Corinthians 7:8-16

 Ananias helped Saul realize that 
he was a sinner and that he was not 
obeying God.  Saul’s sin made him 
very sad and sorrowful.  His sorrow 
caused him to change his life and 
start following Jesus.  That is called 
repentance.

 Here is a story to help us 
understand more about repentance.  
A man planned to walk to a friend’s 
house.  He started walking east 
for several blocks.  Then the man 
remembered that his friend recently 
moved.  He was going the wrong way!  
So the man turned around and headed 
west.  Soon he arrived at his friend’s 
new home.

 Repentance means to completely 
change the way we are going.  When 
we realize that we are sinners and that 
we are not following God, we decide 
to change our hearts and obey God.  
Saul wrote about this in 2 Corinthians 
7:10a.  “The kind of sorrow God wants 
makes people decide to change their 
lives.  This leads them to salvation, and 
we cannot be sorry for that.”

 Saul was sorry he had not believed 
that Jesus was God’s Son and that he 
had done bad things to Christians.  
But Saul changed his life.  From that 
time on, Saul obeyed God.

 Are you sorry for the wrong things 
you have done?  Decide today to 
change your life and start following 
God.

– Jo Krueger
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Salvation (4)

June 2

Salvation (5)
 Saul admitted that he was a sinner, 
and he decided to change his life.  
Then he was ready to share with 
people that he believed Jesus was 
God’s Son.  When someone tells other 
people that Jesus is their Lord and 
Savior, they are confessing that they 
believe in Him.

 Saul talked about this in 1 Timothy 
6:12.  “We have to fight to keep our 
faith.  Try as hard as you can to win 
that fight.  Take hold of eternal life.  It 
is the life you were chosen to have when 
you confessed your faith in Jesus — 
that wonderful truth that you spoke so 
openly and that so many people heard.”  
Saul reminded Timothy that when he 
decided to obey God, he confessed his 
faith in Jesus.

 When we decide to accept God’s 
gift of salvation, we need to tell other 
people what we believe.  Sometimes 
people may make fun of us because 
we follow Jesus.  But that should not 
stop us from sharing our faith.  It was 
sometimes difficult for Saul to tell 
people about Jesus.  Why?  Because in 
the past, he had persecuted Christians 
and tried to destroy the church.  But 
that did not stop Saul — he kept 
on sharing the Good News about 
salvation through Jesus.

 When we confess our faith in 
Jesus, we encourage other people 
to follow Him, too.  Do you believe 
that Jesus is God’s Son?  Then tell 
someone today!

– Jo Krueger

Suggested Bible Reading  
1 Timothy 6:11-16

Suggested Bible Reading  
Acts 22:6-16

 Ananias taught Saul about Jesus, 
and Saul realized that he was a sinner.  
Saul decided to change his life and 
tell other people about Jesus.  What 
happened next?  We can learn that 
from Acts, chapter 22.

 Years after Saul became a 
Christian, he was arrested and 
allowed to speak to a group of people.  
Saul told those people about the time 
Ananias taught him about Jesus.  In 
Acts 22:16 Saul tells us what Ananias 
told him to do.  “Now, don’t wait any 
longer.  Get up, be baptized and wash 
away your sins, trusting Jesus to save 
you.”  Saul was baptized and started 
serving God.  Later, Saul traveled all 
over the world telling people about 
Jesus.

 The book of Acts tells us about 
thousands of people who decided to 
follow Jesus and were baptized.  Acts, 
chapter 2, tells us that Peter spoke to 
a large group of people in Jerusalem.  
Peter told those people to repent and 
be baptized.  That day about 3000 
people were baptized.  In Acts we can 
read about other people who were 
baptized — people in Samaria (chapter 
8), a man from Ethiopia (chapter 8), 
Cornelius and his household (chapter 
10), Lydia (chapter 16), the jailer in 
Philippi (chapter 16) and many more.   

 All of those people obeyed Peter’s 
message to believe, repent and be 
baptized.  Tomorrow we will learn 
more about baptism.

– Jo Krueger
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Salvation (6) Salvation (7)
 Often people disagree about 
baptism.  But it is not difficult to 
understand.  We have already looked 
at many examples of baptism in the 
book of Acts.  Also, as Jesus was 
preparing to leave the earth, He gave 
some instructions to His followers 
(Matthew 28:18-20).  Jesus told them 
to go into the world, baptize people 
and teach them His commands.  

 But you may wonder why 
baptism is important.  Baptism is 
important because it gives us a way 
to participate in Jesus’ death, burial 
and resurrection.  Romans 6:4 talks 
about this.  “So when we were baptized, 
we were buried with Christ and took 
part in his death.  And just as Christ 
was raised from death by the wonderful 
power of the Father, so we can now live 
a new life.”  The Greek word used 
for baptism in the New Testament 
means to immerse or dip under water.  
When a person is immersed in water, 
it is a picture of being buried and then 
rising again.

 It is also important to understand 
that we are saved by God’s grace 
through Jesus’ death on the cross.  
Our faith, repentance and baptism 
bring us in contact with Jesus’ blood.    
1 John 1:7 tells us that the blood 
sacrifice of Jesus washes away our sins 
and makes us clean.  

 Thank God for His wonderful plan 
of salvation!

– Jo Krueger

Suggested Bible Reading  
Romans 6:1-14

Suggested Bible Reading  
Acts 2:36-41

 We have talked about believing 
that Jesus is God’s Son, telling other 
people that we believe in Jesus, 
repenting of our sins and being 
baptized.  But what happens next?

 We can find the answer to that 
question in Peter’s sermon in Acts, 
chapter 2.  Peter explained that Jesus 
was God’s Son.  Then the people 
asked Peter what they should do.  We 
can read Peter’s response in Acts 2:38.  
“Peter said to them, ‘Change your hearts 
and lives and be baptized, each one of 
you, in the name of Jesus Christ.  Then 
God will forgive your sins, and you 
will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.’”  
Peter gave those people a wonderful 
promise.  If they repented and obeyed, 
God would give them His Holy Spirit 
to live within them.

 When the Holy Spirit lives within 
us, He encourages us and helps us 
when we are tempted to sin.  The 
Holy Spirit also helps us stay faithful 
to Jesus.  In Revelation, chapter 2, 
Jesus gave a message to the church 
in Smyrna.  He told them to remain 
faithful to Him and He would give 
them eternal life.  That should be our 
goal — to be faithful to Jesus and look 
forward to His promise of eternal life 
with Him.  

 Do you want to have a close 
relationship with Jesus?  Believe in 
Him, obey His command to repent 
and be baptized, and then live for Him 
every day!  

– Jo Krueger
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Free!

June 6

God’s Message
 My daughter used to have two 
dogs.  One was a golden retriever 
named Sheila, and the other was a 
black Labrador retriever named Buffy.  
During part of the day, both dogs 
were kept in a room.  There was no 
door on the room.  The opening to 
the room was blocked with a child 
safety gate.  The dogs couldn’t leave 
the room because the gate blocked 
their way.

 One day my daughter forgot to put 
up the gate when she left the house.  
When she arrived home, she thought 
for sure she would find the dogs 
running around in the house.  But 
Buffy and Sheila were standing at the 
doorway of their room.  They were 
free to leave the room, but they didn’t 
know they could.

 People who don’t know Jesus as 
their Savior are trapped — just like 
Buffy and Sheila.  They don’t know 
that they can escape their life of sin 
and be free.  Jesus told His followers 
how to be free in John 8:31-32.  “So 
Jesus said to the Jews who believed in 
him, ‘If you continue to accept and 
obey my teaching, you are really my 
followers.  You will know the truth, and 
the truth will make you free.’”

 When we decide to follow Jesus, 
we stop being a slave to sin and 
become a member of God’s family.  
Share this truth about Jesus with 
someone who needs to be free.

– Suzanne Austin-Hill

Suggested Bible Reading  
John 8:31-38

Suggested Bible Reading  
2 Timothy 4:1-8

 When I was young, we went to an 
outdoor movie theater.  A large screen 
was set up at the end of a parking 
lot.  People sat in their cars with a 
speaker hung inside their window.  
Other people who were driving by the 
theater could see the movie playing 
on the screen but it was far away and 
they couldn’t hear the movie.  They 
may have thought that the movie 
looked interesting and wished that 
they were at the theater.

 That is how Christianity appears 
to many people in the world today.  
They get a glimpse of what Christians 
do and how God works in their lives.  
But they do not really understand 
what is happening.  Christianity may 
interest them but they are not sure 
how to become involved.  

 As Christians, we study the Bible 
and have a close relationship with 
God.  So our challenge is to share 
this news with people who are not 
Christians.  Paul talked about this in 
2 Timothy 4:2.  “Tell everyone God’s 
message.  Be ready at all times to do 
whatever is needed.  Tell people what 
they need to do, tell them when they are 
doing wrong, and encourage them.  Do 
this with great patience and careful 
teaching.”  

 Do you know someone who needs 
to know about Jesus?  Share God’s 
message with them today.

– Bob La Forge
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Christian Example Desert Miracles (1)
 When I was a teenager, World 
War II was happening.  It was a hard 
time to grow up, but I still enjoyed 
church activities such as hayrides, 
sledding parties and summer Bible 
camp.  Even though the war was 
going on, those were some of the 
happiest years of my life.

 It is hard for Christian teens 
to live for Jesus today.  There are 
many things on the Internet or TV 
and in movies that tempt them to 
stop following Jesus.  But if older 
Christians are willing to encourage 
and help these young people, they 
can learn God’s Word and grow into 
mature Christians.

 Paul wrote two letters to a young 
Christian pastor named Timothy.  
Paul said that Timothy was like a 
son to him.  Paul loved Timothy and 
encouraged him to stand strong for 
God.  In 2 Timothy 1:13 we find some 
advice that Paul gave Timothy.  “What 
you heard me teach is an example of 
what you should teach.  Follow that 
model of right teaching with the faith 
and love we have in Christ Jesus.”

 You can be like Paul and be a 
mentor to a young person.  Do you 
know someone who needs to learn 
how to grow in Jesus?  Ask God to 
guide you and show you how you can 
be a Christian example and help them 
follow Jesus.  

– Eileen Wood

Suggested Bible Reading  
2 Timothy 1:3-14

Suggested Bible Reading  
Exodus 14:21-31

 When the Israelites left Egypt and 
were in the desert, God did several 
amazing things called miracles.  
Exodus 14:22 tells us about God’s 
miracle of guiding the Israelites 
through the Red Sea.  “The Israelites 
went through the sea on dry land.  The 
water was like a wall on their right and 
their left.”

 A science teacher once tried to 
prove that this miracle was false.  The 
teacher told his class, “The water 
where the Israelites crossed the Red 
Sea is only about 18 inches deep.  
When Moses and the people arrived 
at the Red Sea, a strong wind came up 
and blew across the water.  This made 
dry land appear in the middle.  The 
Israelites were just lucky to be at this 
place at the right time.  This proves 
that this was not a miracle from God.”

 A boy in the science class said, “If 
what you say is true, then that proves 
God did an even greater miracle.”  
The teacher asked, “What do you 
mean?”  “Well,” the boy said, “if the 
Red Sea was only 18 inches deep, then 
God drowned the entire Egyptian 
army in shallow water!”  (Exodus 
14:27-28).

 Don’t let other people stop you 
from believing in God.  You can 
always trust God and His Word, the 
Bible!

– Joel Burkum
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Desert Miracles (2)

June 10

Desert Miracles (3)
 Today we will look at another 
miracle that God did while the 
Israelites were in the desert.  
Yesterday we learned that God led 
them safely through the Red Sea.  God 
loved the Israelites, and He continued 
to take care of them.  The Israelites 
were very happy.

 But three days later, those same 
people were angry and complaining.  
Why?  Because they were thirsty.  
The Israelites found water, but it 
was bitter and not good for drinking.  
They thought that God was not taking 
care of them.  So the Israelites became 
angry and complained.

 Moses prayed and asked God to 
help them.  Exodus 15:25a tells us 
about God’s miracle.  “So Moses called 
to the Lord, and the Lord showed him a 
large piece of wood.  When Moses put 
the wood in the water, the water became 
good to drink.”  God used this miracle 
to help the people remember that 
He was taking care of them.  He told 
the Israelites that if they continued 
to obey Him, He would take care of 
them.

 This miracle teaches us that we 
must always obey God and allow Him 
to help us make decisions.  Sometimes 
our lives may be filled with problems.  
But if we let God lead us, He will help 
us find peace and happiness.

– Joel Burkum

Suggested Bible Reading  
Exodus 15:22-27

Suggested Bible Reading  
Exodus 16:13-36

 While the Israelites were in the 
desert, they began to wonder if God 
would really continue to take care 
of them.  But God kept His promise 
and took care of His people.  He even 
sent them a miracle every day which 
showed that He was with them.

 Exodus, chapter 16, tells us about 
this special miracle.  Every night, 
except Friday night, God sent special 
food to cover the ground where the 
Israelites were camped.  Exodus 16:31 
describes this food.  “The people called 
the special food ‘manna.’  It was like 
small white coriander seeds and tasted 
like thin cakes made with honey.”  

 God told the Israelites to gather 
the manna each morning, but only 
enough for just that day.  On Friday 
mornings, they were to gather enough 
manna for Friday and Saturday, their 
day of rest.  Some people, though, did 
not obey God.  They gathered more 
manna than they needed.  The next 
day they found worms and stinky 
manna!  God continued to provide 
manna every day for the Israelites for 
40 years! 

 Sometimes I wish that God would 
give me a miracle like manna to 
show that He loves me.  But then I 
remember all the wonderful things 
God gives me every day.  Be sure to 
thank Him for His blessings today! 

– Joel Burkum
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Desert Miracles (4) Wisdom from Life
 As the Israelites wandered in 
the desert, other nations attacked 
them.  One enemy nation was the 
Amalekites.  The Amalekite army 
continually followed the Israelites and 
attacked them.  One time when they 
attacked, Moses went to the top of a 
hill with Aaron and Hur.  Moses held 
his hands in the air while Joshua and 
the Israelites were fighting.

 When Moses held his hands 
in the air, the Israelites won.  But 
when Moses put his hands down, 
the Israelites began to lose the battle.  
Exodus 17:12 tells us what happened 
next.  “After some time, Moses’ arms 
became tired.  So they put a large rock 
under Moses for him to sit on.  Then 
Aaron and Hur held Moses’ hands in the 
air.    Aaron was on one side of Moses 
and Hur was on the other side.  They 
held his hands up like this until the sun 
went down.”  That is the miracle that 
God did to help the Israelites defeat 
the Amalekites.

 Today Christians are in God’s 
army.  We are not fighting with 
physical weapons.  Instead, we are 
fighting with spiritual weapons — 
righteousness, prayer, love and truth.  
We are fighting against our enemy, 
the devil.

 God has given each one of us 
special abilities to use for Him.  Are 
you using your special abilities to 
defeat the devil?  Ask God to show 
you how you can serve Him today.

– Joel Burkum

Suggested Bible Reading  
Exodus 17:8-16

Suggested Bible Reading  
Ecclesiastes 12:9-14

 When my daughter was young, 
she fell down many times and hurt 
her knees and elbows.  I put bandages 
on her scrapes and kissed her bruises.  
But I always reminded her to learn 
from these accidents.  I encouraged 
her to be more careful and to try and 
stay away from the sharp rocks and 
thorns.  It is good for us to learn from 
the experiences in our life.  That is 
one way we can become wise.

 We can also learn from the 
experiences of other people.  The 
Bible has many examples of people 
who did not follow God.  These 
people disobeyed God and then faced 
problems because of their sin.  We can 
read about these people and learn how 
we can avoid some problems in life.  
This is another way we can be wise.

 In the book of Ecclesiastes, 
Solomon shared some of his great 
wisdom.  He tried many things in 
life, but in the end, Solomon decided 
what was the wisest thing to do.  He 
tells us about this in Ecclesiastes 
12:13-14.  “Now, what should we learn 
from everything that is written in 
this book?  The most important thing a 
person can do is to respect God and obey 
his commands, because he knows about 
everything people do — even the secret 
things. He knows about all the good and 
all the bad, and he will judge people for 
everything they do.”    

 Study God’s Word and learn how 
you can be wise!

– Millie Mueller
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God Will Take Care of You

June 14

Be a Thermostat
 Elijah trusted God to take care of 
him.  One time he was living east of 
the Jordan River.  There had been no 
rain for a long time, and the people 
living there were hungry because no 
crops would grow.  So God told Elijah 
to go to the city of Zarephath where 
a widow woman would take care of 
him.

 Elijah found the woman and asked 
her for a cup of water and a piece of 
bread.  The woman told Elijah that 
she only had a handful of flour and a 
little bit of oil.  She was preparing to 
make some bread which would be the 
last meal for her and her son.

 Elijah told the woman to not 
worry.  Then in 1 Kings 17:14 we 
read God’s message that Elijah shared 
with the woman.  “The Lord, the God of 
Israel, says, ‘That jar of flour will never 
be empty and the jug will always have 
oil in it.  This will continue until the day 
the Lord sends rain to the land.’”

 The woman went home and did 
what Elijah told her to do.  She and 
her son had enough food for a long 
time.  The jar of flour and jug of oil 
were never empty.

 God took care of Elijah and the 
widow, and He will take care of you, 
too.  Do you have a problem in your 
life that you think you can’t solve?  
Trust God to help you and be with 
you today.

– Bonnie Hall

Suggested Bible Reading  
1 Kings 17:7-16

Suggested Bible Reading  
Romans 12:1-2

 If I hang a thermometer on the 
wall, the air around it makes the 
temperature on the thermometer 
go up or down.  A thermostat is 
very different.  A thermostat senses 
when the temperature needs to be 
changed.  Then it sends a signal to the 
furnace or air conditioner so that the 
temperature can be made right.

 Some people are like a 
thermometer, and other people are 
like a thermostat.  The thermometer 
people simply let the world tell them 
what to do.  Usually these people do 
what people around them are doing.  
But the thermostat people notice that 
there is a problem in the world, and 
they try to solve the problem.

 You don’t need to be a 
thermometer person.  You can be a 
thermostat person.  Paul talked about 
this kind of person in Romans 12:2.  
“Don’t change yourselves to be like the 
people of this world, but let God change 
you inside with a new way of thinking.  
Then you will be able to understand and 
accept what God wants for you.  You 
will be able to know what is good and 
pleasing to him and what is perfect.”

 Don’t let other people control your 
life.  Let God control you and show 
you how you can please Him.  Then 
you can be His thermostat and help 
change the world! 

– Duane King
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Icebergs Work for God
 If you travel in the icy cold water 
around Greenland, you frequently 
see icebergs — huge mountains of ice 
in the water.  Closer to land you see 
smaller pieces of ice floating on the 
water.

 If you watch closely, you will 
notice that the pieces of ice float in 
one direction and the larger icebergs 
move in a different direction.  Why?  
The smaller chunks of ice are floating 
almost entirely on the surface of 
the water.  They are moved by the 
waves and surface winds.  But the 
icebergs are actually 90% under the 
water.  They are moved by deep ocean 
currents, and the surface winds have 
little effect on them.

 Many people today are blown 
around by temptations and doubt.  
James talked about those kind of 
people in James 1:6.  “But when you ask 
God, you must believe.  Don’t doubt him.  
Whoever doubts is like a wave in the sea 
that is blown up and down by the wind.”  

 Just as the icebergs are not moved 
by the winds, we should not let 
temptation and doubt distract us from 
following God.  We need to believe in 
His Word and follow His commands.  
We can do this by praying, studying 
the Bible and encouraging other 
Christians.  

 Don’t be distracted!  Stand strong 
for God today!  

– Marj Pike

Suggested Bible Reading  
James 1:2-8

Suggested Bible Reading  
Romans 12:1-8

 There was a sweet widow lady who 
prayed for me throughout my college 
days.  Several Sunday School teachers 
taught me Bible stories.  There was 
also my first pastor who brought great 
Bible preachers and evangelists to our 
church.  From those people I learned 
great truths from God’s Word that 
helped me grow in my spiritual life.  

 I also remember friendly people 
in my church who had a smile or an 
encouraging word for me.  Some 
invited me to join the youth group 
and attend special services.  All of 
these people served the Lord in their 
own way.  And all of them made a big 
impact on my life.  

 In Romans 12:5-6a Paul talks about 
the gifts that God gives to Christians.  
“In the same way, we are many people, 
but in Christ we are all one body.  We 
are the parts of that body, and each part 
belongs to all the others.  We all have 
different gifts.  Each gift came because 
of the grace God gave us.”

 Everyone in the church has a job 
to do.  You can be a faithful attender 
at church or a volunteer to help clean 
and maintain the church building.  
Anyone can invite people to church.  
Not all jobs are “big,” like teaching and 
preaching, but all jobs are equally as 
important.  

 God has a special job for you.  Do 
what you can to help others learn 
about Jesus. 

– Leon Ziebarth
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Instant Prayers

June 18

Be like Jesus
 We live in a world of instant 
things.  We have instant foods, instant 
baking and instant communication.  
But have you ever thought about 
instant prayer?

 God is always available to pay 
attention to us.  We can talk to Him 
right now.  When we need to talk to 
God, we shouldn’t wait.  When Peter 
was walking on the water to Jesus and 
began to sink, he didn’t wait.  He cried 
out, “Lord, save me!”  That is what I 
call an instant prayer.

 Many times we have urgent needs.  
We need to pray about those things 
right away and not wait until a special 
time of prayer.  Paul talked about 
prayer in Romans 12:12.  “Be happy 
because of the hope you have.  Be patient 
when you have troubles.  Pray all the 
time.”

 I like to start each day with a 
time of prayer.  I feel better if I first 
commit my day to God and ask Him 
to lead me.  But that should not be the 
only time during the day that I pray.  
Our prayers should not be limited to 
one time and one place.  We should be 
talking to God all the time, wherever 
we are.

 As you go through this day, try 
some “instant prayers.”  Talk with 
God and let Him lead and guide you as 
you serve Him.  

– Leon Ziebarth

Suggested Bible Reading  
Romans 12:9-13

Suggested Bible Reading  
Philippians 3;12-17

 The seamstress carefully laid out 
the pattern on the beautiful silk fabric 
that would become an evening gown 
worn by royalty.  Everything had to 
be cut exactly along the lines of the 
pattern for the gown to be just right.

 God has given us a pattern for 
our lives.  That pattern is Jesus.  God 
wants us to be like Jesus and act like 
Jesus.  Jesus always did good things, 
so we need to do good things.  Jesus 
always obeyed God, so we must obey 
God, too.

 Paul wanted to follow God’s 
pattern and be like Jesus, too.  
Sometimes Paul made mistakes 
or faced difficult times, but he did 
not give up.  That is what Paul 
talked about in Philippians 3:13-14.  
“Brothers and sisters, I know that I still 
have a long way to go.  But there is one 
thing I do:  I forget what is in the past 
and try as hard as I can to reach the goal 
before me.  I keep running hard toward 
the finish line to get the prize that is 
mine because God has called me through 
Christ Jesus to life up there in heaven.” 

 God wants us to be like Jesus and 
follow in His footsteps.  He wants us 
to learn about Jesus and follow the 
pattern that He has given to us.  In all 
you do and all you say today, be like 
Jesus! 

– Lynette Denton
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Be a Light Go!
 I have family members who are 
not Christians.  I visit these relatives 
several times a year.  Before I leave 
home, I pray.  I ask God to help me do 
and say things that will glorify Him.  I 
want my family members to look at 
me and see Jesus.  

 In Matthew, chapter 5, we can read 
what people often call the “Sermon on 
the Mount.”  This was a time when 
Jesus sat down on a mountaintop and 
taught a huge crowd of people.  As 
He taught, Jesus shared different ways 
that the people can obey God.  

 In Matthew 5:14-16 Jesus talked 
about people being a light.  “You are 
the light that shines for the world to 
see.  You are like a city built on a hill 
that cannot be hidden.  People don’t hide 
a lamp under a bowl.  They put it on a 
lampstand.  Then the light shines for 
everyone in the house.  In the same way, 
you should be a light for other people. 
Live so other people will see the good 
things you do and praise your Father in 
heaven.”

 Every time I visit my family, I 
pray that I will be the kind of light 
that will lead them to Jesus.  During 
a visit recently, my nine-year-old 
granddaughter accepted Jesus as her 
Savior.

 I praise God that He can use me to 
share Jesus with the world.

– Suzanne Austin-Hill

Suggested Bible Reading  
Matthew 5:1-16

Suggested Bible Reading  
Matthew 28:16-20

 How did you find out about Jesus?  
Probably a family member, your 
pastor or a friend brought you to 
Jesus.  Aren’t you thankful they told 
you about Jesus?

 I am very thankful for my father.  
He was the one who shared Jesus with 
me through sign language.  He told 
me how I could be saved.  He also 
encouraged me to be baptized in the 
name of the Father, the Son and the 
Holy Spirit.  

 During Sunday School classes, my 
father taught me how to become a 
follower of Jesus.  Now, I know I am 
saved and will go to heaven.  I am so 
glad my father took the time to tell me 
about Jesus. 

 Here is what Jesus tells us to do 
in Matthew 28:19.  “So go and make 
followers of all people in the world.  
Baptize them in the name of the Father 
and the Son and the Holy Spirit.”  Jesus 
tells us we should “go.”  He wasn’t 
asking us if we want to go.  Jesus told 
us we need to go and tell others about 
Him.  This is Jesus’ command and we 
need to obey it.

 There are many people in the 
world, both Deaf and hearing, who 
don’t know Jesus.  It is our job to tell 
them about God’s plan for their life.  
They will be happy because you told 
them.  And you can be happy because 
you have obeyed Jesus’ command.  
Let’s GO!  

– Chad Entinger
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Grandfathers

June 22

Mark (1)
 God blessed me with two 
wonderful grandfathers.  Both of 
them have died, but I thank God for 
them and the example they showed to 
their families.  My grandfathers did 
not leave many material possessions 
to their families.  But they left me 
wonderful Christian examples to 
follow.

 My grandfathers were married to 
their wives for over fifty years.  This 
shows that they truly loved their 
wives.  My grandfathers loved their 
grandchildren.  I enjoyed going to 
baseball games with one grandfather.  
And I went camping with the other 
grandfather.  Both of my grandfathers 
worked hard to provide for their 
families.  And most important, both 
of them were active members in their 
churches.  I am very proud of my 
grandfathers.

 In 1 Kings 9:4, God told Solomon 
to follow the example of his father, 
David.  “You must serve me with a pure 
and honest heart, just as your father 
David did.  You must obey my laws and 
do everything I commanded you.”

 Just as Solomon followed the 
example of David, we should follow 
the example of our Christian parents 
and grandparents.  Thank God today 
for people who have helped you learn 
about Him.

– Chad Entinger

Suggested Bible Reading  
1 Kings 9:1-9

Suggested Bible Reading  
Mark 12:1-12

 In Mark, chapter 2, we learn about 
four men who brought their paralyzed 
friend to Jesus.  When they arrived at 
the house where Jesus was speaking, it 
was full and crowded with people.  

 Mark 2:4 tells us the men’s problem 
and how they solved it.  “But they 
could not get the man inside to Jesus 
because the house was so full of people.  
So they went to the roof above Jesus and 
made a hole in it.  Then they lowered 
the mat with the paralyzed man on it.”  
Jesus saw that these men had great 
faith.  He forgave the man’s sins and 
healed him.  The paralyzed man was 
able to stand up and go home.  

 Jesus “saw” the men’s faith.  How 
can we see faith?  We can see faith 
when someone does something 
because of his belief.  We can see the 
faith of Noah and Moses.  God told 
Noah to build a boat. Noah had faith 
in God, so he built a boat.  Because of 
Moses’ faith, he led the Israelites for 
many years.  And we can see Paul’s 
faith by the many miles he traveled to 
share the Good News about Jesus with 
people around the world. 

 Do you have faith in God and His 
Word?  Then look for ways today to 
show your faith to people around you 
by doing something for God.                        

– Steve Husting



89June 23 June 24

Mark (2) Mark (3)
 Yesterday we learned about the 
faith of the men who brought their 
paralyzed friend to Jesus.  Today we 
will learn about some of the Jewish 
teachers of the law who were in the 
crowd watching Jesus.

 These Jewish teachers were upset 
when they saw Jesus forgive the 
man’s sins.  They wondered why Jesus 
did that.  They thought Jesus was 
insulting God.  Mark 2:8 tells us what 
Jesus did.  “Jesus knew immediately 
what these teachers of the law were 
thinking.  So he said to them, ‘Why 
do you have these questions in your 
minds?’”    

  These men did not understand 
who Jesus was or about God’s plan.  
Sometimes I am like these men.  I 
have questions, too.  “Why are there 
so many poor people in the world?”  
“Why does God allow Christians 
to be persecuted?”  I have these 
questions because I do not completely 
understand God’s plan for the world. 

 When I have questions like these, I 
need to read my Bible.  Learning more 
about God helps me understand more 
about His plan for my life.  When you 
have doubts or questions, don’t lose 
your faith in God.  Instead, strengthen 
your faith by reading and studying 
God’s Word.

– Steve Husting

Suggested Bible Reading  
Mark 12:1-12

Suggested Bible Reading  
Mark 12:1-12

 Today we will continue studying 
the first twelve verses from Mark, 
chapter 2.  We learned yesterday 
that the Jewish teachers were upset 
because Jesus forgave the man’s sins.

 These men talked among 
themselves.  They said, “Only God 
can forgive sins.”  These men did not 
want to believe that Jesus was God’s 
Son and that He could forgive sins.

 Mark 2:9-10a tells us what Jesus 
said to the teachers.  “The Son of Man 
has power on earth to forgive sins.  But 
how can I prove this to you? Maybe 
you are thinking it was easy for me to 
say to the crippled man, ‘Your sins are 
forgiven.’  There’s no proof it really 
happened.  But what if I say to the man, 
‘Stand up.  Take your mat and walk?’  
Then you will be able to see if I really 
have this power or not.”  Then Jesus 
told the paralyzed man to stand up 
and walk and go home.  Jesus used 
this miracle of healing to prove to 
the teachers that He had the power to 
forgive sins.

 When we sin, we need to ask God 
to forgive us.  If we are truly sorry for 
our sins, we can know that God will 
forgive us.

 We can have forgiveness because 
Jesus was willing to die on the cross 
for our sins.  Thank God today for 
His wonderful gift of forgiveness and 
salvation through Jesus. 

– Steve Husting
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Mark (4)

June 26

Mark (5)
 When I am sneezing and have a 
runny nose, I know that I have a cold.  
I drink lots of water, rest and take 
some vitamin C.  Then I wait for the 
cold to go away.  But if I have a high 
fever and terrible stomach pains, I go 
to the hospital emergency room and 
find a doctor fast!

 Levi was a tax collector.  Jesus 
asked Levi to follow him.  So Levi 
gave up his job and followed Jesus.  
The next day Jesus and His followers 
ate at Levi’s house.  Some other tax 
collectors and some Jewish teachers 
were there, too.  The Jewish teachers 
hated tax collectors.  They asked Jesus 
why He was eating with those people.  
We can read Jesus’ response in Mark 
2:17.  “When Jesus heard this, he said 
to them, ‘It is the sick people who need a 
doctor, not those who are healthy.  I did 
not come to invite good people.  I came to 
invite sinners.’”  

 We are sinners.  Just like a sick 
person needs a doctor, we all need 
Jesus – to love us and to forgive us.  
But sometimes we only go to Jesus 
when we have big problems.  Other 
times we try to take care of our small 
problems by ourselves.  But we should 
depend on Jesus in every area of our 
lives.

 Don’t try to get through life on 
your own!  Trust Jesus to be with you 
and show you the right way to live.

– Steve Husting

Suggested Bible Reading  
Mark 2:13-17

Suggested Bible Reading  
Mark 2:13-17

 Jesus ate a meal at Levi’s house 
with tax collectors.  These men were 
Jews who worked for the Roman 
government.  Often tax collectors 
cheated the Jewish people by 
collecting extra money that they kept 
for themselves.  That’s why many 
Jews hated them.  

 Mark 2:16 tells us what some of the 
Jewish teachers thought about Jesus 
eating with tax collectors.  “When 
some of the teachers of the law who were 
Pharisees saw Jesus eating with such 
bad people, they asked his followers, 
‘Why does he eat with tax collectors and 
sinners?’”

 I meet people every day of my life.  
Some of these people are Christians, 
and others are not Christians.  When 
I am with people who do not follow 
God, I need to do what Jesus did with 
the tax collectors.  I need to share 
God’s love with them and look for 
opportunities to tell them about Jesus.

 If I avoid non-Christians or 
criticize them, they may never know 
about God and Jesus.  At one time, I 
was not a Christian. But God worked 
through Christians who loved me and 
patiently led me to Jesus.  

 Who will you meet today?  Ask 
God to show you people who need to 
know Jesus as their Lord and Savior. 

– Steve Husting
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Mark (6) Mark (7)
 When Jesus came to earth, He 
wanted to show the Jewish people a 
new way of living.  The Jews followed 
God’s law that was given to Moses. 
But they also had many traditions that 
were man-made.  Jesus wanted the 
Jews to be free from these traditions 
and only follow Him.

 It was a tradition for the Jews 
to fast while they waited for the 
bridegroom to come to his wedding.  
Jesus often called Himself the 
bridegroom of God’s people.  In 
Mark, chapter 2, Jesus said that His 
disciples did not fast because He, the 
Bridegroom, was already with them.

 Mark 2:21 tells us what Jesus said 
next.  “When someone sews a patch over 
a hole in an old coat, they never use a 
piece of cloth that is not yet shrunk.  If 
they do, the patch will shrink and pull 
away from the coat.  Then the hole will 
be worse.”  Jesus was saying that His 
new teaching was not just something 
added to the Jewish religion, like a 
patch is added to a coat.  His teaching 
was a completely different way of 
thinking and acting.

 Jesus wants us today to be free 
from traditions and man-made rules 
in the church.  Focus your life on the 
Bible and follow Jesus’ teachings, not 
the teachings of people.

– Steve Husting

Suggested Bible Reading  
Mark 2:18-22

Suggested Bible Reading  
Mark 2:18-22

 Yesterday we learned that Jesus 
talked about fasting and about sewing 
a patch over a hole.  In Mark 2:22, 
Jesus discussed pouring wine into 
wineskins.  Wineskins were bags 
made from animal skins that people 
used to store wine.  “Also, no one ever 
pours new wine into old wineskins.  
The wine would break them, and the 
wine would be ruined along with the 
wineskins.  You always put new wine in 
new wineskins.”

 By the time Jesus came to earth, 
the Jews had hundreds of traditions 
that they followed.  Many Jews said 
that their salvation depended on them 
keeping all the traditions as well as 
God’s law.  Once again Jesus was 
telling the Jews that He was offering 
them a new way of living.  He didn’t 
want them to be bound to their 
traditions.

 Some Christians today are like 
those Jews.  They say that their 
salvation comes from doing good 
things like helping the poor, going 
to church and giving money to 
missions.  God loves us and He sent 
His Son, Jesus, to die for our sins.  As 
Christians, we should do these good 
things because we have salvation 
through God’s grace.  

 If you are a Christian, you will 
want to do good things for other 
people.  But remember that these 
good things do not save you.  Praise 
God today for His wonderful grace!

– Steve Husting
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Mark (8) 

June 30

A Bitter Weed
 The Jews thought it was wrong 
to work on the Sabbath day.  The 
Sabbath day was a special day when 
the Jews rested and honored God.  
But in Mark, chapter 2, we see that 
Jesus and His followers were walking 
through some grain fields on the 
Sabbath day.  They were hungry, so 
they picked some grain to eat.  

 When the Jewish leaders heard 
about this, they criticized Jesus and 
His followers.  Why?  Because they 
said that picking grain was work, 
and Jesus should not do that on the 
Sabbath day.

 In Mark 2:27, we can read Jesus’ 
answer to these men.  “Then Jesus said 
to the Pharisees, ‘The Sabbath day was 
made to help people.  People were not 
made to be ruled by the Sabbath day.’”  
Jesus was saying that it was more 
important that He and His followers 
have food to eat than for them to obey 
the tradition.

 Don’t be worried and concerned 
about religious rules and traditions 
that people want you to follow.  
Instead, follow Jesus’ teachings in the 
New Testament.  And look for ways 
to help people and show them God’s 
love and kindness.

– Steve Husting

Suggested Bible Reading  
Mark 2:23-28

Suggested Bible Reading  
Hebrews 12:12-29

 In Hebrews, chapter 12, the writer 
encourages his readers to be strong 
in Jesus.  He also warns them about 
things that can cause problems in 
the church.  Here is his warning in 
Hebrews 12:15.  “Be careful that no 
one fails to get God’s grace.   Be careful 
that no one loses their faith and becomes 
a bitter weed growing among you.  
Someone like that can ruin your whole 
group.”

 Farmers and gardeners work hard 
to make sure that their plants are 
growing well.  One thing they do is 
remove the weeds.  Why?  Because 
the weeds can take all the water and 
nutrients from the soil and cause the 
plants to die.

 In the same way, we need to 
watch for people in the church who 
cause other people to fall away from 
Jesus.  These people may do this by 
demanding things from their brothers 
and sisters in Christ or by being 
angry, resentful or impatient.  And 
this is a warning for us, too.  We need 
to make sure that our attitudes toward 
one another are peaceful and loving. 

 Don’t be a bitter weed!  Instead, 
develop loving relationships with 
other Christians.  Be humble, treat 
other people with respect, do kind 
things, and honor and glorify God 
with your actions.  Try to be like Jesus 
today.

– Robert Segress
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Christmas in July (1) Christmas in July (2)
 Many department stores have 
special sales during the month of July.  
They call these sales “Christmas in 
July!”  The stores hope to make lots of 
money during July like they do during 
the Christmas season.

 Christmas sales may make some 
people happy.  But real Christmas joy 
happens when we celebrate the birth 
of Jesus.  That is the true meaning of 
Christmas.

 We can read the Christmas story 
in Luke, chapter 2.  Luke 2:10 tells us 
what the angel said to the shepherds 
outside of Bethlehem.  “The angel said 
to them, ‘Don’t be afraid.  I have some 
very good news for you — news that 
will make everyone happy.’”  Then the 
angel told the shepherds that Jesus 
had been born.  Jesus’ birth brought 
great joy to the world.  Why?  Because 
God had fulfilled His promise to send 
a Savior for all people.  

 We can be happy all through the 
year when we remember what Jesus’ 
birth means.  Jesus came into the 
world to die and bring us salvation 
and eternal life.  Even though we may 
be facing bad situations in our lives, 
we can still have joy when we think 
about Jesus.

 Think about Jesus today.  Celebrate 
Christmas in July!

– Jody Bethards

Suggested Bible Reading  
Luke 2:8-18

Suggested Bible Reading  
Luke 2:25-32

 Some people like to buy Christmas 
gifts during sales in July.  They 
are excited to find good bargains 
on Christmas gifts for their family 
members and friends.

 Christmas gifts are nice, but we 
should remember that our greatest 
gift is Jesus!  Luke, chapter 2, tells 
us about a man named Simeon.  
He served God at the temple in 
Jerusalem.  Simeon was waiting to see 
the Messiah — the One whom God 
would send to be the Savior of the 
world.  The Holy Spirit told Simeon 
that he would see the Messiah before 
he died.

 When Jesus was 8 days old, 
Mary and Joseph brought Him to 
the Temple in Jerusalem to present 
Him to the Lord.  Simeon was at the 
Temple, too.  When he saw baby 
Jesus, he knew that Jesus was the 
Messiah.  Simeon was very happy, and 
he thanked God for letting him see 
Jesus.  In Luke 2:29-30 we can read 
what Simeon prayed to God.  “Now, 
Lord, you can let me, your servant, die 
in peace as you said.  I have seen with 
my own eyes how you will save your 
people.”

 As you buy gifts for your family 
and friends throughout the year, 
remember that God’s greatest gift to 
you is His Son, Jesus.  Thank God for 
Jesus every day.

– Jody Bethards
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Christmas in July (3)

July 4

Cross on the Ceiling
 When department stores have big 
July sales, they are filled with many 
people.  Sometimes these people 
have to wait in long lines to make 
their purchases.  Often they become 
impatient and are unkind to each 
other.

 We can learn about a patient 
person named Anna in Luke, chapter 
2.  She was a prophetess who spoke 
God’s messages to His people.  Luke 
2:37b tells us more about Anna.  “She 
was now 84 years old.  Anna was always 
at the Temple; she never left.  She 
worshiped God by fasting and praying 
day and night.”

 When Anna saw baby Jesus in 
the Temple, she, like Simeon, was 
very happy.  She praised God and 
told other people that Jesus was the 
Messiah.  Anna had been very patient 
for many years.  Finally, she was able 
to see God’s Son.

 Sometimes we become impatient 
with things we are facing in our lives.  
When that happens, we need to stop 
and think about the many blessings 
we receive from God every day.  And 
then we need to thank Him for those 
blessings.

 Take time today to write down 
some of your blessings.  Thank God 
for all He has done for you!  

– Jody Bethards

Suggested Bible Reading  
Luk2 2:36-38

Suggested Bible Reading  
Deuteronomy 31:1-8

 Several years ago I had surgery to 
replace my left hip.  While recovering 
in the hospital, I had to be flat on 
my back.  One night I woke up.  The 
room was dark, and I was feeling very 
lonely.  Suddenly I opened my eyes 
and looked at the ceiling.  Directly 
above my head on the ceiling, I saw 
a bright cross.  At first I blinked my 
eyes to make sure it was really there.  
I opened my eyes again, and saw the 
cross above me!  

 Then I started to look around to 
see if some light from the hallway 
was coming into my room.  I tried to 
figure out what made the cross appear 
on the ceiling.  But I couldn’t come up 
with any logical explanation why the 
cross would be there.

 Finally, I decided that God had 
put that cross there just for me.  I felt 
warm and at peace.  Then I realized 
that God understood my pain and that 
He was there with me.

 When Moses was ready to die, he 
wanted to encourage the Israelites 
to continue serving God as they 
followed Joshua, their new leader.  
Deuteronomy 31:8 tells us what 
Moses said.  “The Lord will lead you.  
He himself is with you.  He will not fail 
you or leave you.  Don’t worry.  Don’t be 
afraid.”

 Whatever you are facing today, 
don’t forget that God is with you!

– Robert Segress
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Close to God Jesus was Human
 Psalm 15 was written by David.  
It is a very powerful psalm.  Here is 
what Psalm 15:1-2 says.  “Lord, who 
can live in your Holy Tent?  Who can 
live on your holy mountain?  Only those 
who live pure lives, do what is right, and 
speak the truth from their hearts.”

   The Holy Tent that David 
mentions is probably the Temple in 
Jerusalem.  And the holy mountain is 
Mount Zion where the Temple was 
built.  David is asking, “Who can be 
close to God?”

 Then David goes on to list things 
we should do if we want to be close 
to God.  Here are a few things from 
that list:  do what is right, always tell 
the truth, show honor to people who 
serve God, keep the promises that 
you have made, and defend innocent 
people.

 I wonder if you are doing the good 
things that David mentioned in this 
psalm.  Are you living close to God 
every day?  Or do you have things in 
your life that are keeping you from 
serving Him?

 I encourage you to read this psalm 
several times today.  Search your heart 
and think about what God wants you 
to do.  Then you will please Him and 
be close to Him. 

– Zach Wood

Suggested Bible Reading  
Psalm 15:1-5

Suggested Bible Reading  
John 4:1-10

 Luke, chapter 2, tells us that Mary 
gave birth to Jesus.  This shows us 
that Jesus was human.  Jesus was 
God’s Son, but He was also human.  
That means throughout His life, Jesus 
experienced the same things that you 
do.

 The books of Matthew, Mark, 
Luke and John give us many examples 
of Jesus’ humanity.  Do you get 
hungry?  Matthew 4:2 tells us that 
Jesus was in the desert for 40 days 
and nights.  During that time He ate 
nothing.  Jesus was hungry!

 In John, chapter 4, we learn about 
the time Jesus was traveling through 
Samaria.  John 4:6-7 shows us that 
Jesus was human.  “Jacob’s well was 
there.  Jesus was tired from his long 
trip, so he sat down beside the well.  It 
was about noon.  A Samaritan woman 
came to the well to get some water, 
and Jesus said to her, ‘Please give me a 
drink.’”     

 Jesus was tired and thirsty — just 
like us!  And sometimes Jesus was sad 
and upset, too.  John, chapter 11, tells 
us that Jesus cried when His friend, 
Lazarus, died. 

 Jesus became human so He could 
save us from our sins.  Even though 
Jesus was human, He lived a perfect 
life because He is God, too.  Thank 
Jesus for becoming one of us! 

– Chad Entinger
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Jesus was Tempted

July 8

Jesus, Our Healer
 While Jesus lived on earth as a 
human, the devil tempted Him to sin.  
Luke, chapter 4, tells us about three 
temptations that Jesus experienced.  
These temptations happened after 
Jesus had been in the desert for 40 
days.  Jesus was hungry because He 
had not eaten any food during that 
time.

 The devil approached Jesus and 
tempted Him.  Remember that Jesus 
was hungry.  So the devil tried to get 
Jesus to change a rock into bread.  
But Jesus did not do what the devil 
wanted Him to do.  Instead, He 
quoted a Bible verse and told the devil 
that it is not just bread that keeps 
people alive.

 Then the devil tempted Jesus to 
worship him.  Again, Jesus refused to 
sin.  Luke 4:8 tells us what Jesus said.  
“Jesus answered, ‘The Scriptures say, 
“You must worship the Lord your God.  
Serve only him.”’”

 Finally, the devil tempted Jesus to 
jump from a high place of the Temple.  
This time Jesus quoted a Bible verse 
that says we should not test God.

 How did Jesus resist temptation?  
He answered the devil with verses 
from the Bible.  Jesus was tempted 
many times, but He never sinned.

 Depend on God’s Word, the Bible, 
to help you resist temptation today!    

– Chad Entinger

Suggested Bible Reading  
Luke 4:1-13

Suggested Bible Reading  
Luke 4:38-44

 Simon’s mother-in-law was very 
sick.  She had a high fever.  People 
asked Jesus to do something to help 
her.

 Jesus did help the woman.  Luke 
4:39 tells us what Jesus did.  “He 
stood very close to her and ordered the 
sickness to go away.  The sickness left 
her, and she got up and began serving 
them.”

 That was a miracle — something 
that can only be done by God’s power.  
Because Jesus is God, He can perform 
miracles.

 Later that same day, other people 
brought their sick friends to Jesus.  
They had different kinds of sicknesses.  
Jesus healed each one of them.  
Demons (evil spirits from the devil) 
came out of some of the people, too.  
They came out of the people because 
they knew that Jesus was the Son of 
God.  The demons knew that Jesus 
had God’s power.

 The New Testament tells us about 
many other people that Jesus healed.  
He even raised some people from the 
dead!  Jesus truly is our healer. 

 Are you sick today?  Pray for Jesus 
to heal you of your sickness.  Is a 
family member or friend sick?  Pray 
for Jesus to help them, too.

– Chad Entinger
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Jesus, Our Leader Jesus, Our Teacher
 Luke, chapter 5, shows us that 
Jesus truly was a leader.  He got into 
a boat that belonged to Simon.  Jesus 
asked Simon to push the boat out 
a little from the shore.  Then Jesus 
taught the people while He sat in the 
boat.

 Later, Jesus told Simon to take his 
boat into deep water.  Jesus assured 
Simon that if he put his nets into the 
water, he would catch some fish.

 Even though Simon had not caught 
any fish the night before, he went 
ahead and did as Jesus told him.  Luke 
5:6-7 tells us what happened next.  
“The fishermen put their nets into the 
water.  Their nets were filled with so 
many fish that they began to break.  
They called to their friends in the other 
boat to come and help them.  The friends 
came, and both boats were filled so full 
of fish that they were almost sinking.”   
All of the fishermen were amazed at 
the many fish they caught.  

 Jesus asked Simon, James and John 
to follow Him.  These men brought 
their boats to the shore.  They left 
everything and followed Jesus, their 
leader.

 Jesus is our leader, too.  Be like 
Simon, James and John.  Follow Jesus.  
Obey everything He has commanded 
us in the Bible.

– Chad Entinger

Suggested Bible Reading  
Luke 5:1-11

Suggested Bible Reading  
Luke 6:46-49

 Jesus is the very best teacher I 
know.  He was a very skilled teacher 
when He lived as a human on earth.  
And, Jesus continues to teach us 
through His Word, the Bible, today.

 One reason Jesus was a very 
good teacher is that He taught 
using simple illustrations.  In 
Luke, chapter 6, Jesus used the                                                  
simple illustration of a man bulding a 
house. This man dug deep and built 
his house on rock.  Another man 
man built his house without a strong 
foundation.  

 But floods came and destroyed the 
house on the weak foundation.  Luke 
6:48b tells us what happened to the 
house built on the rock.  “The floods 
come, and the water crashes against the 
house.  But the flood cannot move the 
house, because it was built well.”

 Jesus gave this simple illustration 
to teach spiritual truths.  In this 
illustration, Jesus taught people to 
listen to Him and obey His words.  
Jesus also warned that people who 
do not listen to Him will be like the 
man who built his house on a weak 
foundation.  These people will be 
destroyed.

 Be like the man who built his house 
on the firm foundation.  Obey Jesus.  
And depend on Jesus’ teachings in the 
Bible. 

– Chad Entinger
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Jesus, Our Master

July 12

Jesus, Our Savior
 A master is a person with the 
ability or power to control something.  
Jesus is truly our Master.  Jesus has 
the ability and power to control 
everything in the world.

 Jesus has the ability and power to 
control the weather.  Luke, chapter 
8, tells us about a time when Jesus 
controlled the weather.  Jesus was 
with His followers in a boat.  While 
they were sailing, Jesus slept.  A big 
storm came, and the boat began to fill 
with water.  It was a very dangerous 
situation!

 Jesus’ followers were very scared.  
Luke 8:24 tells us what happened.  
“The followers went to Jesus and woke 
him.  They said, ‘Master!  Master!  
We will drown!’  Jesus got up.  He 
gave a command to the wind and the 
waves.  The wind stopped, and the lake 
became calm.”  This was a miracle — 
something that can only be done with 
God’s power.

 The followers were afraid and 
amazed.  But they learned that Jesus 
was in control of nature and their 
lives.  They also learned that they 
could depend on Him in any situation.

 Jesus wants to be your Master, too.  
Let Jesus take control of your life.  
Depend on His ability and power to 
guide your life every day.

– Chad Entinger

Suggested Bible Reading  
Luke 8:22-25

Suggested Bible Reading  
Luke 23:26-24:12

 Jesus was betrayed by Judas, one 
of His twelve special followers.  Jesus 
was arrested by some Jewish leaders 
and soldiers.  Some guards made fun 
of Jesus and beat Him.  They covered 
His eyes so He could not see them.  
Then they hit Him and shouted 
insults at Him.

 King Herod and his soldiers 
laughed at Jesus.  They made fun of 
Him and dressed Him in clothes like a 
king wears.

 Soldiers whipped Jesus.  They 
forced Him to carry a heavy cross to a 
place called “The Skull.”  Finally, they 
nailed Jesus to the cross between two 
criminals.  Luke 23:34a tells us what 
Jesus said to God about the people 
who were hurting Him.  “Jesus said, 
‘Father, forgive them.  They don’t know 
what they are doing.’”

 Jesus died on the cross.  He was 
buried in a tomb.  Then, on the 
third day, Jesus rose from the dead!  
Because He arose from the dead, Jesus 
is truly our Savior.  This was all part 
of God’s wonderful plan to forgive 
our sins and give us eternal life with 
Him.

 It is very important to believe in 
Jesus’ death and resurrection.  Depend 
on Jesus to be your Lord and personal 
Savior. 

– Chad Entinger
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Glorify God Follow Directions
 Hezekiah was the king of Judah, 
and  Sennacherib was the king of 
Assyria.  King Sennacherib fought 
against and defeated many cities in 
Judah.  Then he sent his commander 
to fight against Jerusalem, the capital 
of Judah.

 King Hezekiah became very 
worried when he heard that the 
Assyrian army was coming.  So he 
sent three men to the prophet Isaiah 
to ask God about his problem.  We 
can read Isaiah’s answer in Isaiah 
37:6b.  “Give this message to your 
master, Hezekiah:  ‘The Lord says, 
“Don’t be afraid of what you heard 
from the commanders!  Don’t believe 
what those ‘boys’ from the king of 
Assyria said to make fun of me.”’” 

 Sennacherib’s commander tried to 
discourage Hezekiah from believing 
that God would protect Jerusalem.  
So Hezekiah went to the Temple and 
began to pray.  First, he worshiped 
God.  Then he asked God to save His 
people in a way that would glorify 
Him.  Hezekiah wanted the Assyrians 
and other nations to know that God 
is the one true god.  God answered 
Hezekiah’s prayer and defeated the 
Assyrians.

 Are you facing a difficult problem 
today?  Then do what Hezekiah did.  
Pray to God and worship Him.  Then 
ask God to solve your problem in a 
way that gives glory to Him.

– Donna Howard

Suggested Bible Reading  
Isaiah 36:1-2; 37:1-20

Suggested Bible Reading  
Psalm 1:1-6

 When I was a young bride, 
I started cooking meals for my 
husband.  I had a class in high school 
that taught me how to cook, but I still 
had problems preparing a good meal.  
Sometimes I took shortcuts or made 
up my own recipes, but those meals 
were never very good.  

 One day I made a wise decision.  I 
decided to follow the directions in my 
cookbook exactly.  When I did that, 
the food I prepared was much better.

 Sometimes we try to make up our 
own rules in life.  We try living like a 
movie star or following the advice of 
a famous person.  But usually those 
things lead us away from God, not 
closer to Him.

 Through the years I have learned 
that the way to please God is to follow 
His directions.  We can find His 
directions in the Bible.  Psalm 1:1-2 
tells us how people can be happy and 
successful and please God.  “Great 
blessings belong to  those who don’t listen 
to evil advice, who don’t live like sinners, 
and who don’t join those who make fun 
of God.  Instead, they love the Lord’s 
teachings and think about them day and 
night.” 

 Do you want to please God?  Then 
get into God’s Word, the Bible today.  
Read it, study it and obey it! 

– Eileen Wood
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Just Obey!

July 16

Teach about God
 I have the flu, so I have been 
drinking fluids and resting at home.  
A cup of hot tea feels good on my sore 
throat.  When people are sick, they 
may try different medicines and food 
to help them get well.  Some things 
may help them, but some may not.

 In 2 Kings, chapter 5, we learn 
about a man named Naaman who was 
sick.  He had leprosy, which was a 
terrible skin disease.  A young Jewish 
girl worked in Naaman’s house.  She 
told Naaman’s wife that she knew 
about a prophet who could heal 
Naaman.  So Naaman decided to go 
see the prophet Elisha.

 2 Kings 5:9-10 tells us what 
happened.  “So Naaman came with his 
horses and chariots to Elisha’s house 
and stood outside the door.  Elisha sent a 
messenger to Naaman who said, ‘Go and 
wash in the Jordan River seven times.  
Then your skin will be healed, and you 
will be pure and clean.’”

 That message made Naaman angry.  
He did not believe the dirty water of 
the Jordan River could heal him.  But 
Naaman’s servants told him he should 
do what Elisha said.  So Naaman 
followed Elisha’s directions, and God 
healed him.

 Sometimes we may not understand 
how God is working in our lives.  But 
God always knows what is best for 
us.  So we should trust God and obey 
Him.  You can depend on God today!  

– Pam Davis

Suggested Bible Reading  
2 Kings 5:9-14

Suggested Bible Reading  
Exodus 2:1-10

 Exodus, chapter 2, tells us that 
an Israelite woman had a baby boy.  
This woman did not want the king 
of Egypt to kill her baby, so she hid 
him for three months.  Then she put 
the baby in the river.  The mother 
told her young daughter to watch the 
basket and see what happened.  The 
king’s daughter found the basket and 
decided to keep the baby for herself.  

 When the young girl saw what 
happened, she asked the king’s 
daughter if she wanted someone to 
take care of the baby and feed him.  So  
she brought the baby’s mother to take 
care of him.  Exodus 2:10 tells us what 
happened then.  “The baby grew, and 
after some time, the woman gave the 
baby to the king’s daughter.  The king’s 
daughter accepted the baby as her own 
son.  She named him Moses because she 
had pulled him from the water.”

 We do not know how long Moses’ 
mother took care of him, but we do 
know that when Moses grew up, he 
knew that he was an Israelite.  Moses 
grew up in the king’s house, but 
someone — probably his mother — 
taught him about God.

 Who taught you about God?  
Maybe it was your mother or father 
or a Sunday School teacher.  Take 
time today to thank God for the 
people who taught you from the 
Bible.  And ask God to give you 
opportunities to teach others about 
Him.

– Vicki Drummond
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God’s Special People Complaining
 In Genesis, chapter 17, God told 
Abraham and all the Israelites to 
circumcise their sons.  This was 
something that showed that the 
Israelites were God’s special people.  

 God wanted Moses to go back 
to Egypt and lead the Israelites out 
of slavery.  Exodus 4:24 tells us that 
something happened to Moses as he 
was traveling to Egypt.  “On the way to 
Egypt, Moses stopped at a place to spend 
the night.  The Lord met Moses at the 
place and tried to kill him.”  Why did 
this happen?  Because Moses had not 
circumcised his son.  So Moses’ wife 
circumcised their son, and God did 
not kill Moses.  

 That story shows us that 
circumcision was very important to 
the Israelites.  It is also important for 
Christians to meet with each other 
and fellowship.  Circumcision showed 
other people that the Israelites were 
God’s special people.  In the same 
way, meeting with other Christians 
shows people in the world that you 
are part of God’s family.

 Many good things happen when 
you become part of God’s family, the 
church:  1) You can worship God with 
other Christians, 2) Other Christians 
can encourage and help you, and 3) 
You can have the opportunity to share 
with others about Jesus.

 Be sure to let people in the world 
know that you love and follow Jesus.

– Vicki Drummond

Suggested Bible Reading  
Exodus 4:19-20, 24-26

Suggested Bible Reading  
Exodus 16:2-8

 The Israelites were slaves in Egypt.  
They saw God bring the ten plagues 
on the people of Egypt.  Finally, the 
Israelites were allowed to leave Egypt.  
Moses led them away from Egypt into 
the desert.  Then the Israelites saw 
God open the waters of the Red Sea 
so they could walk across on dry land.

 The Israelites traveled for several 
months.  Then they became hungry 
and wanted to go back to Egypt.  They 
complained and complained to Moses.  
Exodus 16:8 tells us what Moses said 
to the Israelites.  “Then Moses said, 
‘In the evening the Lord will give you 
meat to eat, and in the morning you will 
have all the bread you want.  The Lord 
will do this because he has heard your 
complaining, which was against him, 
not us.  What can we do?  We do only 
what he tells us to do, so your complaints 
were really against the Lord.’”

 Maybe you have grumbled and 
complained about something that 
happened to you.  Or maybe you have 
complained about a friend or someone 
you work with.  God does not want 
you to grumble and complain.  He 
wants you to say good and positive 
things about others.

 Be careful what you say about other 
people today.  Try to be encouraging 
and helpful. 

– Vicki Drummond
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Moses’ Mistake

July 20

Time with God
 When we think about Moses, we 
remember that he was a wonderful 
servant of God.  Moses faithfully led 
the Israelites out of Egypt, across the 
Red Sea and through the desert for 
forty years.  We also remember that 
Moses was a very courageous man.

 But Moses was human — he was 
just like you and me.  And one time 
Moses made a mistake.  The Israelites 
were thirsty.  So Moses and his 
brother, Aaron, went to the Meeting 
Tent.  They bowed down on the 
ground and God’s glory appeared to 
them.  God told Moses to speak to a 
rock and water would come out of it.  
But Moses did not speak to the rock.  
Instead, he hit the rock.  

 Numbers 20:12 tells us what God 
said to Moses.  “But the Lord said to 
Moses and Aaron, ‘You did not trust 
me enough to honor me and show the 
people that I am holy.  You did not show 
the Israelites that the power to make the 
water came from me.  So you will not 
lead the people into the land that I have 
given them.’”  Moses had to face the 
consequences of his sin.  Later, God 
allowed Moses to see the new land, 
but he did not allow Moses to go into 
the land and live there.

 When we sin, God forgives us.  But 
we must still face the consequences of 
our sin here on earth.  We should be 
thankful that Jesus’ blood covers our 
sins.  Through Jesus, God removes 
our sin forever.

– Vicki Drummond

Suggested Bible Reading  
Numbers 20:2-12

Suggested Bible Reading  
Exodus 34:29-35

 Exodus, chapter 34, tells us about 
one time when Moses talked with 
God on a mountain.  God gave Moses 
the two tablets of the Agreement.  
God’s laws were written on these 
tablets. When Moses came down 
from the mountain, his face glowed.  
The people were afraid to be near 
Moses.  

 Exodus 34:33-35a tells us what 
Moses did.  “When Moses finished 
speaking to the people, he put a covering 
over his face.  Any time Moses went 
before the Lord to speak with him, Moses 
took off the covering.  Then Moses 
would come out and tell the Israelites 
what the Lord commanded.  The people 
would see that Moses’ face was shining 
bright, so he would cover his face again.”  

 How did the Israelites know that 
Moses had been with God?  Moses’ 
face was shining.  We, too, can spend 
time with God every day.  We can 
pray to Him, and we can read and 
study the Bible.  When we spend time 
with God, our faces will not shine like 
Moses’ did.  But our time with God 
will encourage us to do good things 
for other people and to live more like 
Jesus.  

 Do other people know that you are 
a Christian?  Can they see in your life 
that you are close to God?  Be sure to 
spend time with God every day!  

– Vicki Drummond
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Sacrifice Faith and Works
 Do you want to worship and serve 
God?  Romans, chapter 12, tells us 
how we can do that.  Here is what 
Paul said in Romans 12:1.  “So I beg 
you, brothers and sisters, because of the 
great mercy God has shown us, offer 
your lives as a living sacrifice to him 
— an offering that is only for God and 
pleasing to him.  Considering what he 
has done, it is only right that you should 
worship him in this way.”

 It is often hard for us to think 
about sacrificing something to God.  
We want to do things that please 
ourselves.  We don’t want to give 
up our time, our pleasures or our 
possessions so that we can serve God 
better.  But when these things keep 
us from serving God, we need to stop 
and make some changes.  

 Our lives on earth are very short, 
so we should use our time to serve 
God.  We can do that if we follow 
Paul’s advice.  He said that we should 
let God change us and give us a new 
way of thinking.  When we do that, 
we will understand more about what 
God wants us to do.  

 Remember that true sacrifice 
means living for God instead of living 
for yourself.  As you go through this 
day, think about how you can live 
each moment for God.  Then God will 
be pleased with you!  

– Zach Wood

Suggested Bible Reading  
Romans 12:1-2

Suggested Bible Reading  
James 2:14-24

 Some Christians seem to get “faith” 
and “works” mixed up.  Works are 
things that we do by ourselves.  We 
are not saved by our works.  But we 
are saved by grace through faith.  
Faith is believing in God and what He 
does for us.

 Then, when those Christians read 
the book of James, they become even 
more confused.  Here is what James 
2:14 says.  “My brothers and sisters, if 
a person claims to have faith but does 
nothing, that faith is worth nothing.  
Faith like that cannot save anyone.”  

 Some people think that this verse 
means that we are saved by our 
works.  But James does not teach that 
works save us.  He simply teaches that 
faith is not really faith if it does not 
lead us to do good works.

 James gives the example of 
someone who needs clothes or 
something to eat.  But we don’t give 
them food or clothes.  Instead, we 
tell them, “God be with you!  I hope 
you stay warm and get something to 
eat.”  If we don’t help that person, our 
words are worthless.  It is the same 
with our faith.  If our faith is real, we 
need to do something!      

 If I have faith I can hit a baseball, 
but never swing the bat, my faith is 
worth nothing.  And if you have faith 
in God, but that faith does nothing, 
your faith is dead!

– Duane King
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What is Faith? 

July 24

What is Works?
 Yesterday we started talking about 
faith and works.  Today we will learn 
about faith.

 What is faith?  The Bible is the 
best place to learn about faith.  In 
Hebrews, chapter 11, we learn that 
faith makes real the things we hope 
for.  It is proof of what we cannot see.

 I don’t see the air, but by faith I 
know it is real.  I believe in air.  I can 
see what air does when it moves — a 
gentle breeze or a tornado, a breath of 
air or a tire that went flat.  All of those 
things prove that my faith in air is 
okay.

 I don’t see God either.  But, by 
faith, I know He is real.  I believe in 
God.  I can see what God has done 
and what He does every day.  God 
is alive and well.  I am sure that He 
works in more ways, and in more 
places, and with more power than I 
can ever imagine.

 Our faith in God is very important.  
Hebrews 11:6 explains why it is 
important.  “Without faith no one can 
please God.  Whoever comes to God 
must believe that he is real and that he 
rewards those who sincerely try to find 
him.”

 I have faith in God, in His Son, in 
His Holy Spirit, in His Word, and in 
eternal life in heaven. Do you have 
faith?

– Duane King

Suggested Bible Reading  
Hebrews 11:1-6

Suggested Bible Reading  
James 2:20-24

 “Works” are things that we do.  It is 
true that works cannot save us.  Why 
then should we do good works?  Here 
is why we should do good works.  If 
we do not do good works, it is clear 
that we do not have faith.  And if we 
don’t have faith, we won’t be saved.  
Faith in God naturally leads us to do 
good works.

 We learn about Abraham in the 
Old Testament.  He is famous for 
his faith in God.  James 2:21-22 
talks about Abraham’s faith.  “Our 
father Abraham was made right with 
God by what he did.  He offered his 
son Isaac to God on the altar.  So you 
see that Abraham’s faith and what he 
did worked together.  His faith was 
made perfect by what he did.”  Even 
Abraham’s faith needed good works 
to make it be complete.  

 Think about famous golfers.  
When they hit a ball really hard, 
they “follow through” with their golf 
club.  But what if the club would stop 
as soon as it hit the ball?  If the club 
stopped, there is no way they could 
hit the ball 300 yards.  The “follow 
through” is absolutely necessary.  

 In the same way, if you have faith 
but do not “follow through” with 
good works, your faith is not strong 
enough to save you.  I hope you will 
“follow through” with good works 
today.

– Duane King



105July 25 July 26

You Can’t Do It Be Careful
 Put on a pair of cowboy boots.  
Now, hold tightly to the straps on the 
top of each boot with your thumbs 
and fingers.  Pull really hard — as hard 
as you can — to lift both boots at the 
same time.  You can’t do it!

 It is impossible to lift yourself 
by your own bootstraps.  It is also 
impossible for you to lift yourself out 
of sin.  You can’t do it!  Only Jesus can 
free you from your sin.  Paul talked 
about this in Romans 5:6.  “Christ 
died for us while we were unable to help 
ourselves.  We were living against God, 
but at just the right time Christ died for 
us.”

 Can a person caught in quicksand 
pull himself out?  No!  He needs 
someone who is not sinking in the 
quicksand.  He needs someone who is 
on solid ground to save him.

 Jesus is the only person who has 
lived a perfect life.  He is not caught 
in the quicksand of sin.  Jesus is not 
under the punishment of death, 
because he did not sin.  Jesus is strong.  
He wants to save you.  He can save 
you.  Jesus will save you, if you let 
Him.  

 Jesus is reaching out in love to you 
today.  He does not want to see you 
sink in the quicksand of sin.  Turn to 
Him and accept His gift of salvation 
today!

– Duane King

Suggested Bible Reading  
Romans 5:6-11

Suggested Bible Reading  
Romans 6:1-14

 People’s ideas about works have 
caused many divisions among 
Christians.  So we need to be careful!  
God wants Christians to agree and get 
along with each other.

 So here are some things to 
remember about works.  First, don’t 
depend on your good works to save 
you.  Jesus is the Savior.  You can 
never do enough good things to make 
up for even one sin that you have 
done.

 Second, be sure to do good works.  
Your love for God should encourage 
you to do good works for Him.  Paul 
says in 2 Timothy 2:15 that we should 
teach in the right way and not be 
ashamed of the work we do.

 Third, don’t include baptism as a 
work.  Baptism is not a work.  Jesus 
said that any person who believes and 
is baptized will be saved (Mark 16:16).  
Since works can’t save us, then 
baptism is not a work.  Baptism is a 
submission to God and an acceptance 
of His authority.  And Romans 6:4a 
tells us that baptism is the way to 
contact the saving blood of Jesus.  “So 
when we were baptized, we were buried 
with Christ and took part in his death.”

 Have faith in God.  And let that 
faith lead you to do good works for 
Him!

– Duane King
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Show Your Love

July 28

Greatest Miracle
 Tell me that you love me.  Tell 
me the wonderful things you will do 
for me.  Tell me that your heart will 
break if I would leave you.  Tell me 
how marvelous I am.

 Then, do things to hurt me.  Don’t 
tell anyone that I am your friend.  
Don’t do what I ask you to do.  Ignore 
me.  Become good friends with my 
enemies.

 If you do those things, do you 
think I will believe that you love me?  
NO!  You must prove your love by 
your actions.  Just saying, “I love you,” 
doesn’t mean much unless you prove 
your love.

 And saying that you love Jesus 
doesn’t mean much unless you 
prove your love.  How do we prove 
our love for Jesus?  Jesus answered 
that question in John 14:23.  “Jesus 
answered, ‘All who love me will obey my 
teaching.  My Father will love them.  My 
Father and I will come to them and live 
with them.’”

 You cannot prove that you love 
Jesus if you enjoy being with His 
enemies.  Who are Jesus’ enemies?  
They are greed, pride, cheating, lying, 
gossip and sexual sins.  Jesus wants 
you to prove your love by obeying 
Him.  He wants you to show grace, 
mercy, love, kindness and patience.

 Prove your love to Jesus.  If you 
don’t prove your love, you don’t really 
love Him as you should.

– Duane King

Suggested Bible Reading  
John 14:15-24

Suggested Bible Reading  
2 Kings 6:1-7

 2 Kings, chapter 6, tells us about 
a group of prophets who decided to 
build a bigger house. They went to 
the prophet Elisha and asked him 
to go with them.  So Elisha and the 
prophets went to the Jordan River to 
cut wood.  

 They began to cut down trees to 
use for their house.  2 Kings 6:5 tells 
us what happened next.  “But when one 
man was cutting down a tree, the iron 
ax head slipped from the handle and fell 
into the water.  He shouted, ‘Oh, master!  
I borrowed that ax!’”  

 Elisha asked the man to show him 
where the ax head had fallen into the 
water.  Then Elisha cut a stick and 
threw it into the water.  The iron ax 
head floated on the water, and Elisha 
reached out and saved it.  That was a 
miracle — something that Elisha could 
only do with God’s help.

 We can learn about another 
miracle in the New Testament.  This 
miracle was when Jesus died on the 
cross and rose again.  Jesus did that so 
you and I can have our sins forgiven 
and live with Him forever.  That is 
the greatest miracle of all!

 Thank God today for the miracle of 
salvation through Jesus.  Then share 
that Good News with everyone you 
meet!

– Donna Howard
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Mission Accomplished Never Give Up!
 There was a TV show during the 
1960s and 1970s called “Mission:  
Impossible.”  This show was about 
secret government agents who solved 
international problems.  The agents 
always faced dangerous situations.  
It seemed that their missions were 
impossible to accomplish, but in the 
end, they always solved the problem.

   As Christians, we are in a battle 
with the devil every day.  Ephesians 
6:12 talks about this.  “Our fight 
is not against people on earth.  We 
are fighting against the rulers and 
authorities and the powers of this 
world’s darkness.  We are fighting 
against the spiritual powers of evil in 
the heavenly places.”  

 With God’s help, we can 
accomplish our mission to live for 
Him and defeat the devil.  Paul says 
that to do this, we need God’s whole 
armor — the belt of truth, the chest 
protection of right living, the Good 
News of peace footwear, the shield of 
faith, the helmet of salvation and the 
sword of the Spirit.  This armor will 
provide us with protection against the 
devil and his temptations.

 You can accomplish God’s mission 
of loving and serving Him every day.  
But you can’t do it alone.  Pray and ask 
Him to help you stand strong against 
the devil today.

– Lynette Denton

Suggested Bible Reading  
Ephesians 6:10-18

Suggested Bible Reading  
Genesis 39:21-23

 My favorite cartoon character is 
Wile E. Coyote.  He always chases 
Roadrunner.  Wile E. buys many 
things to help him capture the bird.  
But usually his plans backfire, and 
he is caught in his own trap.  Then 
Roadrunner smiles and goes on down 
the road.

 The thing I like best about Wile E. 
is that he never gives up.  He keeps 
trying to capture Roadrunner, no 
matter what happens.  Even when his 
schemes blow up, you can be sure he 
will be back again in the next cartoon.

 Wile E. Coyote is like Joseph in 
the Old Testament.  Joseph faced 
many difficult situations, but he 
never stopped trusting God.  He was 
kidnapped and sold into slavery.  
Then he was falsely accused and sent 
to jail.  

 Genesis 39:23 talks about what 
happened to Joseph while he was in 
jail.  “The commander of the guards 
trusted Joseph with everything that was 
in the prison.  This happened because the 
Lord was with Joseph.  The Lord helped 
Joseph be successful in everything he 
did.” 

 Perhaps you will face some 
difficult sitautions today like Joseph 
faced.  Instead of being upset and 
complaining, depend on God and 
thank Him for His help.  Be like 
Joseph and Wile E. Coyote — never 
give up!   

– Jo Krueger
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Be Patient

August 1

Lessons from Dogs (1)
 We all spend a lot of time waiting.  
We wait for nine months to be born.  
Then we wait for several years to 
start school.  We wait to graduate 
from high school and go onto college.  
Then we wait to marry and have a 
family.  Finally, we wait to retire and 
enjoy ourselves.  And sometimes, 
people wait to die.

 Waiting is not always easy.  Have 
you ever waited impatiently in a 
doctor’s office or in line at the grocery 
store?  Often we do not want to wait, 
but we know that we must be patient 
and wait.  

 James 5:7-8 reminds us that we 
need to be patient as we wait for Jesus 
to come back to earth again.  “Brothers 
and sisters, be patient; the Lord will 
come.  So be patient until that time.  Look 
at the farmers.  They have to be patient.  
They have to wait for their valuable 
crop to grow and produce a harvest.  
They wait patiently for the first rain 
and the last rain.  You must be patient 
too.  Never stop hoping.  The Lord is 
coming soon.”

 There are a lot of bad things 
happening in the world today, and 
sometimes we become impatient 
as we wait for Jesus.  He promised 
that He would return to earth, so 
we should believe His promise.  And 
while we are waiting for Jesus, we 
need to do His work by telling other 
people the Good News about His 
salvation.

– Pat Fenton

Suggested Bible Reading  
James 5:7-11

Suggested Bible Reading  
Luke 19:11-27

 Many dogs are faithful and loyal 
to their masters.  Both large dogs and 
small dogs will protect their masters.   
Dogs are loyal to the person who 
feeds them and cares for them.  They 
show their loyalty by protecting their 
master.

 My dog, Rattler, always protected 
me.  He would sit between me and 
people who came into my office.  One 
day an angry man came to my office.  
My dog met him at the door.  The 
man said that he needed to talk with 
me.  I told the man to come in and 
sit quietly and not show his anger.  
Rattler sat between us and watched 
the man.  We had a calm conversation 
and solved his problem.

 Christians should be faithful to 
God — just like Rattler was faithful 
to me.  Jesus told a story about 
faithfulness in Luke, chapter 19.  A 
king gave money to his servants.  
Luke 19:17 tells us that the servants 
who were faithful to their master and 
used the money wisely were blessed 
with more.  “The king said to him, 
“That’s great!  You are a good servant.  
I see that I can trust you with small 
things.  So now I will let you rule over 
ten of my cities.”   

 God is our Master.  He is the One 
who takes care of us.  We should want 
to be with Him and be loyal to Him.  
Then God will reward us for our 
faithfulness.  

– Don Cabbage
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Lessons from Dogs (2) Lessons from Dogs (3)
 Most dogs have the ability to accept 
changes.  When a dog must live with 
a different family, he will usually 
learn to accept his new home and be 
satisfied there.

 A Deaf lady in our church moved 
to a place where she was not allowed 
to have a pet.  So we kept her dog, 
Toast.  After a week or so, Toast 
settled down in her new home and 
learned to please her new masters.

 A dog usually accepts the things 
he cannot change in his new home.  
Dogs depend on their masters to take 
care of them.  A dog will patiently 
wait many hours for his master to 
come and help him.

 Paul suffered many things as he 
was traveling and telling people 
about Jesus.  Here is what Paul said 
about this in Philippians 4:11.  “I 
am telling you this, but not because I 
need something.  I have learned to be 
satisfied with what I have and with 
whatever happens.”  When bad things 
happened, Paul knew that God would 
help him.  No matter if Paul was in 
prison or free, he believed that God 
had a purpose for his life.

 We can learn from dogs and from 
Paul.  We can learn that God is always 
in control of our lives.  Instead of 
complaining about our situation, we 
need to depend on God to help us.

– Don Cabbage

Suggested Bible Reading  
Philippians 4:10-13

Suggested Bible Reading  
Proverbs 1:1-7

 One of the most important parts 
of a dog’s body is his nose.  A dog’s 
nose can smell forty times better 
than a human’s nose.  I have watched 
security dogs in airports.  They keep 
people safe by finding harmful things 
such as drugs or weapons.

 My daughter trains dogs to track 
other animals and humans.  A dog can 
smell a piece of clothing that belongs 
to a certain person.  Then the dog 
can find that person who is lost.  Bird 
dogs learn to smell birds.  These dogs 
point to the birds that they find.  It is 
beautiful to watch a trained English 
setter run through the grass and stop 
with his tail out and his nose pointing 
to a quail.

 God has given special skills to 
dogs.  In the same way, God gives 
us wisdom and knowledge to use 
in our lives.  Here is what Solomon 
said about wisdom and knowledge 
in Proverbs 1:7.  “Knowledge begins 
with fear and respect for the Lord, but 
stubborn fools hate wisdom and refuse 
to learn.” 

 A dog must be trained to develop 
his special skills.  In the same way, 
we must first respect and obey God.  
Then we will receive wisdom and we 
can serve God in a way that pleases 
Him.

– Don Cabbage
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Lessons from Dogs (4) 

August 5

Jesus is Coming
 Some dogs like to play with balls.  
These dogs are special dogs.  Why?  
Because these are dogs that can be 
trained to sniff out drugs, bombs and 
other dangerous things.  A dog like 
this is trained by playing a game with 
balls.  The game is called “Find the 
Special Smelling Ball.”  When a dog 
loves to play ball, he can be trained 
to save people’s lives and enforce the 
law.

 God gives all Christians special 
skills to use for Him.  Paul talked 
about this in 1 Corinthians 12:4-5.  
“There are different kinds of spiritual 
gifts, but they are all from the same 
Spirit.  There are different ways to 
serve, but we serve the same Lord.”

 God has given you a special skill.  It 
may be something that you love to do.  
Or it may be something that you do 
very well.  God can use your special 
skill to serve Him.  But first, you must 
give your life to Him.  Then you must 
train yourself to use that special skill.  

 Maybe you are able to tell people 
about Jesus or to build things.  Maybe 
you can teach children or work in the 
church nursery.  Maybe you can fix a 
meal for someone or visit a prisoner.  
Many kinds of skills are needed in the 
church.

 Take time today to think about 
what you like to do for God.  Then 
use your skills to serve God and His 
kingdom.

– Don Cabbage

Suggested Bible Reading  
1 Corinthians 12:1-11

Suggested Bible Reading  
Matthew 24:36-44

 When Jesus left earth, He promised 
His disciples that He would return.  
He said that when He returned, He 
would take them to live with Him 
forever.  His disciples expected Jesus 
to come back soon.

 Centuries have passed since Jesus 
left the earth.  We are still waiting for 
His return.  The prophecies that Jesus 
made are being fulfilled.  Any day now 
could be the day that Jesus comes to 
take us to be with Him.

 Some people try to predict which 
day Jesus will return.  In Matthew 
24:36, Jesus talked about this.  “No one 
knows when that day or time will be.  
The Son and the angels in heaven don’t 
know when it will be.  Only the Father 
knows.”  

 Only God knows when Jesus will 
come again.  He might come today 
or tomorrow.  He might come one 
hundred years from now.  But no 
matter when Jesus comes, it will be 
too soon for some people.  Many 
people will not be ready to meet Jesus.

 Are you prepared for the day when 
Jesus comes again?  If not, ask God 
to forgive your sins.  Obey Him and 
allow Him to make you His child.  
Then continue working for God 
and helping others to know about 
salvation through Jesus.

– Mary Wilting
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Saved by God’s Grace A Good Foundation
 Paul wrote a letter to encourage 
the Christians in the city of Ephesus.  
Before these people became 
Christians, they lived sinful lives and 
worshiped false gods.  They tried to 
please themselves instead of serving 
God.  Paul said that these people were 
spiritually dead.

 But then God sent Paul to tell the 
people in Ephesus the Good News 
about Jesus.  This news was that God 
loved them and had a way for their 
sins to be forgiven.  

 Ephesians 2:4-5 tells us more news 
that Paul shared with the Ephesian 
Christians.  “But God is rich in mercy, 
and he loved us very much.  We were 
spiritually dead because of all we had 
done against him.  But he gave us new 
life together with Christ.  (You have 
been saved by God’s grace.)”  

 These people stopped worshiping 
false gods and living for themselves.  
They believed in Jesus and obeyed 
Him.  Through God’s grace, He made 
them new people who could do good 
things for Him.  

 It does not matter what kind of 
life you have lived.  Jesus died on the 
cross for you.  Why?  Because He 
loves you and wants to forgive your 
sins and live with you forever.  Be 
like the Ephesian Christians — accept 
God’s wonderful gift of salvation and 
live for Him today.

– Donna Howard

Suggested Bible Reading  
Ephesians 2:1-10

Suggested Bible Reading  
Matthew 7:24-29

 On the evening news I often 
see pictures of beautiful houses in 
California that are built along the 
ocean.  Sometimes storms happen 
and the coastline is eroded.  The 
foundation under these houses 
crumbles, and the houses fall into the 
ocean and are washed away.  

 That makes me think of a story 
Jesus told in Matthew, chapter 7.  A 
man built a house on a rock.  It had 
a solid foundation.  When the winds 
and storms came, the house stood 
firm.  Another house was built on 
the sand.  The sand was soft, and 
it shifted easily.  When the winds 
and storm came, this house was 
completely destroyed.  Why?  Because 
its foundation was not strong.  

 Matthew 7: 24 tells us what Jesus 
said about the man who built his 
house on a rock.  “Whoever hears these 
teachings of mine and obeys them is like 
a wise man who built his house on rock.”  
The world is changing every day.  So 
it is important that our lives have a 
strong and unchanging foundation.  
That foundation is Jesus.  He gives 
us the support we need and shows us 
how to live. 

 Jesus is our rock.  I hope that you 
will build your life on Jesus and obey 
Him today.

– George Hamer
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Truth

August 9

The Holy Spirit Leads
 When I watch TV, I receive a lot 
of advice.  People tell me that I should 
buy their product that will make 
me beautiful.  Other people tell me 
that I will be successful if I purchase 
their DVD or book.  Even some TV 
preachers tell me that I can be saved 
if I send money to their church.  Most 
of these people do not speak the truth.  
They only want my money.

 2 Chronicles, chapter 34, tells us 
that King Josiah found the Book of 
the Agreement.  This book contained 
God’s laws, and it had been hidden 
in the Temple for many years.  2 
Chronicles 34:19a tells us how King 
Josiah felt when his secretary read 
from the book.  “When King Josiah 
heard the words of the law being read, 
he tore his clothes.”  This was a way of 
showing that he was upset. 

 Why was Josiah upset?  Because 
he knew that the people had not been 
obeying God’s laws.  So the king sent 
some men to Huldah, the prophetess.  
These men knew that Huldah would 
tell them God’s truth.  Huldah gave 
the men God’s message.  God’s 
message was that He would forgive 
Josiah and the nation of Israel.

 We should want to know the truth, 
too.  We can find truth in the Bible.  
Be sure to read and study the Bible 
every day.  Then you will know God’s 
truth and can obey it.

– Beverly Eliason

Suggested Bible Reading  
2 Chronicles 34:14-28

Suggested Bible Reading  
Romans 8:1-17

 God gives us His Holy Spirit to 
encourage and comfort us.  Another 
purpose of the Holy Spirit is to show 
us God’s will.  One way this happens 
is through God’s Word, the Bible.  
When we read the Bible, the Holy 
Spirit helps us understand God’s 
message and apply it to our lives.

 Another way that the Holy Spirit 
leads us is through circumstances.  
These circumstances may be like open 
or closed doors.  I may ask a Christian 
young lady to marry me.  She 
prayerfully considers it and decides 
that it is God’s will.  That is an open 
door.

 But sometimes the Holy Spirit 
leads us to a closed door.  Then we 
know that what we wanted to do is 
not God’s will.  This happened to Paul 
on his missionary travels.  The Holy 
Spirit led him to places where God 
wanted him to go and kept him out of 
places where God did not want him to 
go.    

 Paul talked about God’s Spirit in 
Romans 8:14-15a.  “The true children 
of God are those who let God’s Spirit lead 
them.  The Spirit that we received is not 
a spirit that makes us slaves again and 
causes us to fear.  The Spirit that we 
have makes us God’s chosen children.”

 Surrender your life to God and 
allow His Holy Spirit to lead you 
today.  

– Dave Lewicki
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Loggerhead Shrike Kindness
 The loggerhead shrike and the 
northern shrike are found in the 
western United States.  They are 
both song birds.  They kill mice and 
small birds and usually eat insects like 
grasshoppers and beetles.  

 These birds can see a grasshopper 
70 yards away.  Their good eyesight 
and strong bill help them kill small 
birds.  The shrike sits on a high perch.  
When it sees its victim, it swoops 
down to make a kill.  

 Shrikes are song birds, and yet they 
are killers, too.  That reminds me of 
false teachers.  They sound good, and 
they seem to be religious.  But they 
are dangerous in the church.  Here is 
what Peter said about false teachers 
in 2 Peter 2:1a.  “In the past there were 
false prophets among God’s people.  It is 
the same now.  You will have some false 
teachers in your group.  They will teach 
things that are wrong — ideas that will 
cause people to be lost.  And they will 
teach in a way that will be hard for you 
to see that they are wrong.”  

 False teachers may teach that 
Jesus is just a man and not the Son 
of God.  That is not right.  This kind 
of teaching hurts the church and can 
destroy people’s faith.

 Watch out for false teachers.  Do 
not pay attention to their lies.  Learn 
God’s Word so that you will know the 
truth.

– George Hamer

Suggested Bible Reading  
1 Peter 2:1-3

Suggested Bible Reading  
2 Peter 1:3-9

 I was a substitute teacher until I 
was 75 years old.  I enjoyed working 
with a classroom full of children.  
When I took the children to the 
lunchroom, I would often see the 
principal, sitting and watching.  
Sometimes he would come and thank 
me for teaching the children.  

 The school principal did something 
very simple — he spoke a few kind 
words.  But his words meant a lot to 
me.  I am sure that this was just one of 
the many ways he showed kindness to 
his coworkers, family and friends.

 In 2 Peter 1:5-7, Peter talks about 
things that Christians should have 
in their lives.  “Because you have 
these blessings, do all you can to add to 
your life these things:  to your faith 
add goodness; to your goodness add 
knowledge; to your knowledge add 
self-control; to your self-control add 
patience; to your patience add devotion 
to God; to your devotion add kindness 
toward your brothers and sisters in 
Christ, and to this kindness add love.”  

 God gives us opportunities every 
day to be kind to people.  Just a smile 
or a word of encouragement can make 
a difference to people who are hurting 
or discouraged.

 Look for ways to show kindness to 
others today.

– Eileen Wood
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Bighorn Sheep

August 13

Integrity (1)
 Bighorn sheep live in the crags and 
cliffs of the mountains in western 
North America.  Like domestic sheep, 
the bighorn sheep eat grass.  But they 
are very sure-footed.  They jump 
from rock to rock.  They easily climb 
very steep cliffs  

 Domestic sheep live in different 
conditions.  They usually live in a 
fenced pasture.  They are protected 
from predators.  The same God made 
both domestic sheep and big horn 
sheep.

 When I think about how God 
made these sheep, I think about the 
church.  Some people can teach.  
Some can preach.  Some can make 
repairs or paint.  Some can visit the 
sick or be a friend to a child.  We 
all have different gifts that help the 
church.

 Paul talked about this in Romans 
12:5.  “In the same way, we are many 
people but in Christ we are all one 
body.  We are the parts of that body, 
and each part belongs to all the others.”  
God enjoys the variety of people in 
His church.  He has given each of us 
different ways to praise and serve 
Him.

 What gifts has God given to you?  
Are you using your gifts to praise 
Him?

– George Hamer

Suggested Bible Reading  
Romans 12:1-8

Suggested Bible Reading  
Daniel 2:46-49

 The Bible tells us about many 
people who had great faith in God.   
These people obeyed God, even when 
they faced problems.  Some of these 
people are mentioned in Hebrews, 
chapter 11 — Noah, Abraham, Isaac, 
Moses, Gideon, Samson, David and 
Samuel and others.  

 Daniel was a man who also obeyed 
God.  The book of Daniel in the Old 
Testament tells us about some of 
Daniel’s exciting adventures.  Many 
times Daniel and his friends had to 
make important decisions.  Often they 
were faced with losing their jobs or 
families or their lives.

 When I read the book of Daniel, 
I think about the word “integrity.”  
People who have integrity want the 
best for other people.  People who 
have integrity stand strong, even 
when others do not agree with them.  
And people who have integrity are 
honest and trustworthy.  

 Because of Daniel’s integrity, God 
blessed his life.  Daniel 2:48 tells us 
how God blessed Daniel.  “Then the 
king gave Daniel a very important job 
in his kingdom and gave him many 
expensive gifts.  Nebuchadnezzar made 
Daniel ruler over the whole province of 
Babylon and put him in charge of all the 
wise men of Babylon.”

 Christians should have integrity, 
too.  Ask God to show you how you 
can be honest and trustworthy.  

– Debbie Klahn
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Integrity (2) Integrity (3)
 Daniel and his friends were 
strangers living in a foreign country.  
The Babylonian army had captured 
the Jewish nation.  Many Jews were 
taken away from their homes.  The 
Babylonians did not treat most of 
these people well.  But Daniel and his 
friends were trained to be leaders.  
They were to be special workers for 
the king.

 The Babylonians asked Daniel and 
his friends to eat meat that had been 
sacrificed to false gods.  Daniel and his 
friends knew if they ate the meat, they 
would be disobeying God.  So, they 
refused to eat the meat.  Then they 
did not know what would happen to 
them.

 But Daniel and his friends had 
integrity.  They respected the leaders 
of Babylon, but most importantly 
they wanted to obey God.  So God 
blessed them.  Daniel 1:20 tells us 
that the king was pleased with them.  
“Every time the king asked them about 
something important, they showed great 
wisdom and understanding.  The king 
found they were ten times better than 
all the magicians and wise men in his 
kingdom.”

 Sometime a person might ask you 
to do something wrong.  Then you 
must make a decision. You should be a 
person who has integrity.  Remember 
that God will help you stand strong 
and do what is right.

– Debbie Klahn

Suggested Bible Reading  
Daniel 1:1-21

Suggested Bible Reading  
Daniel 3:1-30

 The story we find in Daniel, 
chapter 3, is one of my favorite Bible 
stories.  I like this story because it 
teaches me that no matter what 
happens, God is always with me.

 Several years ago, there was a 
terrible school shooting in Colorado.  
A boy asked a young Christian girl 
if she believed in God.  When she 
answered, “Yes,” the boy shot and 
killed her.

 Daniel’s friends — Shadrach, 
Meshach and Abednego — were in 
a similar situation.  The king had 
them thrown into a very hot furnace.  
Why?  Because they refused to 
worship a gold idol.  Daniel 3:18 tells 
us what they said to the king before 
they were thrown into the furnace.  
“But even if God does not save us, we 
want you to know, King, that we refuse 
to serve your gods.  We will not worship 
the gold idol you have set up.”  

 Daniel’s friends and the young girl 
had integrity.  They refused to disobey 
God.  They were willing to die for 
what they believed.  

 I may face a situation someday 
like Daniel’s friends faced.  God may 
choose to save me from danger, or He 
may allow me to suffer and die.  But 
no matter what happens, I know for 
sure that God will always be with me.

– Debbie Klahn
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Integrity (4)

August 17

Integrity (5)
 A couple days ago, we learned 
about Daniel and his friends refusing 
to eat meat that was sacrificed to false 
gods.  That happened when Daniel 
was a young man.  As Daniel grew 
older, he served several different 
kings.  But he was always stayed 
faithful to God.  Daniel continued to 
be a man who had integrity.

 Some other government officials 
were jealous of Daniel.  Why?  
Because he was a good man and he 
had an important government job.  
These men tried to catch Daniel doing 
something wrong.  But Daniel always 
did what was right.

 So these officials encouraged the 
king to make a new law.  This law 
said that for thirty days all people had 
to pray to the king.  If they disobeyed, 
they would be thrown into a cage of 
lions.  Daniel refused to pray to the 
king, so he was thrown into the cage 
of lions.  Daniel 6:22a tells us what 
happened to Daniel.  “My God sent 
his angel to save me.  The angel closed 
the lions’ mouths.  The lions have not 
hurt me because my God knows I am 
innocent.”  Daniel was willing to die.  
He stood strong for God.

 Most of the time we do not face 
situations like Daniel faced.  But we 
may have friends who laugh at us 
because we read the Bible and pray.  
What should we do?  We need to 
stand strong like Daniel!

– Debbie Klahn

Suggested Bible Reading  
Daniel 6:1-28

Suggested Bible Reading  
Daniel 2:20-23 

 We have learned about many 
things that happened to Daniel and 
his friends.  First, they refused to eat 
the king’s meat.  Then, Shadrach, 
Meshach and Abednego were thrown 
into the furnace.  Later, Daniel was 
thrown into a cage of lions.

 Daniel and his friends could have 
said, “We must follow the culture 
of the Babylonian people.”  Many 
people today think that they must do 
whatever their friends and neighbors 
are doing.  But we should never 
do anything that is against God.  If 
something is against God, it is wrong!

 In Daniel, chapter 2, we read one 
of Daniel’s prayers.  This prayer of 
thanks shows us that Daniel truly 
loved and obeyed God.  Here is what 
he prayed in Daniel 2:20b.  “Praise 
God’s name forever and ever!  Power 
and wisdom belong to him.”

 Daniel obeyed God when he was 
young.  Are you young?  You can 
obey God like Daniel did.  Daniel also 
obeyed God when he was old.  Are 
you old?  Then you can still serve and 
please God.  It is not important how 
old you are.  What is important is that 
you are a person who has integrity.

 Think about Daniel’s life and 
follow his example today.  Then 
continue to serve God throughout all 
your life.

– Debbie Klahn
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Black-Tailed Hare Stressful Situations
 Black-tailed hares live only in the 
southwestern United States.  They 
are different from rabbits.  Rabbits 
are born in fur-lined nests.  They 
are blind, naked and helpless.  Hares 
are born in the open, and they are 
covered with hair, have open eyes and 
hop around right after birth.

 Normally, hares move by hopping.  
But when they are disturbed, they 
can run at great speed to avoid their 
enemies.  This is their only defense 
against predators.

 The Bible tells us that the best 
way to protect ourselves from the 
devil is to run away from him!  Paul 
talked about things that will destroy 
Christians in 1 Timothy, chapter 
6 — jealousy, quarrels, insults, loving 
money and wanting foolish things.  
Then in 1 Timothy 6:11, Paul told 
Timothy that he should stay away 
from those evil things.  “But you belong 
to God.  So you should stay away from 
all those things.  Always try to do what 
is right, to be devoted to God, and to have 
faith, love, patience, and gentleness.”

 When the devil tempts you to do 
something wrong, think about the 
hare.  Say “No!” to the devil and run 
away from him.  Run away from the 
devil and run to God.

– George Hamer

Suggested Bible Reading  
1 Timothy 6:11-17

Suggested Bible Reading  
Job 42:1-17

 Are you feeling bitter, 
disappointed, neglected, discouraged 
or angry?  Probably you have 
experienced all these emotions at 
some time in your life.  Life is not 
always pleasant.  Financial losses 
happen, marriages collapse, health 
fails, businesses go bankrupt and 
dreams are crushed.

 Bad things will happen to us in 
life.  But what is important is how 
we handle those stressful situations.  
Do we turn to God or complain and 
blame Him?

 Job was a man who loved God. 
And he probably faced more stressful 
situations than you and I will ever 
face.  Job lost everything — his 
children, his possessions, his livestock 
and his friends.  For a long time Job 
thought about what happened to him, 
and he questioned God. 

 God spoke to Job and reminded 
him that He was the ruler of the 
universe.  Job 42:5-6 tells us that 
finally Job realized he was wrong.  “In 
the past I heard about you, but now I 
have seen you with my own eyes.  And 
I am ashamed of myself.  I am so sorry. 
As I sit in the dust and ashes, I promise 
to change my heart and my life.”

 Will you be like Job and surrender 
your life to God today?  God will bless 
you and always be with you. 

– Lynette Denton
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Sheep

August 21

God’s Real Love
 A sheep is the first animal 
mentioned in the Bible.  Many of 
God’s people in Old Testament times 
were shepherds.  Sheep were their 
most prized possessions.  Their 
wealth was measured by the number 
of sheep they had.  The sheep were 
used for milk, for wool to make 
clothing, for food and for sacrifice.

 Psalm 23 gives us a picture of the 
shepherd who finds food and water 
for his sheep and protects them 
against evil.  The shepherd leads his 
sheep in the way they should go.  This 
is a picture of how God cares for us.  
We are His prized possessions, and He 
cares for us.  

 In John 10:3, Jesus tells us more 
about a good shepherd.  “The man who 
guards the gate opens the gate for the 
shepherd.  And the sheep listen to the 
voice of the shepherd.  He calls his own 
sheep, using their names, and he leads 
them out.”  This is another picture of 
God.  He knows each of us and He 
calls us by name.

 Jesus is also called the “Lamb 
of God.”  The sacrifices of the Old 
Testament could not save us from 
sins.  But Jesus’ death on the cross was 
the final sacrifice for sin.  Jesus is our 
lamb and our sacrifice.  

 Praise God today for Jesus, the 
Lamb of God, who takes away the sins 
of the world.

– George Hamer

Suggested Bible Reading  
John 10:1-15

Suggested Bible Reading  
1 John 4:7-21

 People say many different things 
about love.  There are stories about 
love, songs about love, and poems, 
movies and television shows about 
love.

 Many books have been written 
to tell us how to fall in love with 
someone or to explain what love is 
supposed to be like.  There are people 
who say they are “experts” about love, 
and many people pay attention to 
their advice.

 But truly there are only a few 
people who really understand love.  
In fact, the love we read about in 
the Bible is very different from the 
popular ideas about love today.

 1 John 4:7-8 tells where real love 
comes from.  “Dear friends, we should 
love each other, because love comes from 
God.  Everyone who loves has become 
God’s child.  And so everyone who loves 
knows God.  Anyone who does not love 
does not know God, because God is 
love.”  God showed His love for us by 
sending His Son, Jesus, to accept the 
punishment for our sins.  When Jesus 
died on the cross, He also showed us 
how much He loves us.

 We can know about God’s love 
by reading the Bible.  Then we can 
understand more about real love.  The 
way Jesus taught us to love is the only 
true way to love.

– Matt Keller



119August 22 August 23

Command to Love Unselfish Love
 Many times in the Bible, God 
commands us to love Him and also 
to love other people.  One time 
people asked Jesus what the greatest 
commands were.  Jesus answered 
by quoting verses from the Old 
Testament.

 In Matthew 22:37-39, Jesus said 
that the greatest commands are for us 
to love God and to love other people.  
“Jesus answered, ‘Love the Lord your 
God with all your heart, all your soul, 
and all your mind.’  This is the first 
and most important command.  And the 
second command is like the first:  ‘Love 
your neighbor the same as you love 
yourself.’”  Then Jesus said that all the 
laws in the Bible come from these two 
commands.

 In the book of John, Jesus 
specifically commanded His followers 
to love each other.  He said that we 
must do this so we can follow Him.  
Jesus also said that people will know 
we follow Him by the way we love 
God and others.

 Chapters 3 and 4 of 1 John explain 
that if we want to follow Jesus, we 
must love God and other people.  If 
we truly belong to Jesus, we will obey 
His commands to love.

 Obey Jesus’ commands to love God 
and others today!

– Matt Keller

Suggested Bible Reading  
Matthew 22:36-40

Suggested Bible Reading  
Matthew 5:38-48

 Everybody has rights.  The 
American Declaration of 
Independence says that every person 
has certain rights.  Some of these 
rights are to live freely and to do 
things that make us happy.  We also 
have the right to protect ourselves 
from people who want to hurt us. 

 But Jesus taught us that there is 
something more important than 
defending our personal rights.  In 
Matthew, chapter 5, He gave many 
examples of how people will try to 
destroy our rights.  Jesus said that our 
goal should be to love other people 
unselfishly.  

 Then in Matthew 5:38-39, Jesus 
tells us how we should respond to 
those people who want to hurt us.  
“You have heard that it was said, ‘An 
eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth.’  
But I tell you, don’t fight back against 
someone who wants to do harm to you.  
If they hit you on the right cheek, let 
them hit the other cheek too.”  

 In both Romans and 1 Corinthians, 
Paul said that we should give up 
personal rights because we love other 
people.  Jesus did this when He died 
for us.  Why?  Because He loves us.

 We should follow Jesus’ example.  
If we truly love, helping others will be 
more important than protecting our 
own rights. 

– Matt Keller
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Love is Necessary

August 25

Real Christian Love
 In 1 Corinthians, chapter 13, Paul 
lists some amazing things:  speaking 
many languages, understanding secret 
things, telling prophecies, having 
amazing faith that can do miracles, 
and even giving up one’s life.  

 Then Paul says in 1 Corinthians 
13:2b-3 that those wonderful things 
are worthless if a person does not 
have love.  “But even with all this,  if 
I don’t have love, I am nothing.  I may 
give away everything I have to help 
others, and I may even give my body 
as an offering to be burned.  But I gain 
nothing by doing all this if I don’t have 
love.”

 If we do wonderful things because 
we love God and other people, then 
those things are a beautiful way to 
show love.  Those things glorify God 
and help other people.  But if we do 
good things because we want people 
to notice us and give us praise, then 
the things we do are worthless.

 If we truly love God and other 
people, we will not be interested in 
receiving a reward for what we do.  
We will do good things because we 
want to glorify God and help other 
people.

 Do you love God and other people?  
Then I hope you will show your love 
by doing things for God and others 
today.

– Matt Keller

Suggested Bible Reading  
1 Corinthians 13:1-13

Suggested Bible Reading  
Galatians 5:22-25

 There is a lot of confusion today 
about how to know if people are 
really Christians.  Some people say we 
can know Christians because they do 
good things.  Other people say real 
Christians must have spiritual gifts.  
Some people say we know people 
are Christians if they are baptized.  
Others say we can know people are 
Christians if they say they believe in 
Jesus.  And still other people say real 
Christians know the Bible and believe 
the “right” things.

 Christians do many of those 
things.  But what does the Bible say 
about being a Christian?  In Galatians 
5:22-23, Paul describes what a real 
Christian is like.  “But the fruit that the 
Spirit produces in a person’s life is love, 
joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.  
There is no law against these kinds of 
things.”

 The first thing on Paul’s list is love.  
Jesus said if we love Him, we will obey 
Him (John 15:10).  Jesus commanded 
us to love other people (John 13:34).  
And in 1 John 4:7-8, we learn that 
people who follow Jesus show love for 
others.

 The Bible tells us that someone 
who is a Christian will show love for 
God, Jesus and other people.  Will 
you show love for someone today?

 

– Matt Keller
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What Love Is What Love Isn’t
 Often verses from 1 Corinthians, 
chapter 13, are read at weddings.  
Those verses remind the bride and 
groom how they should love each 
other.  But in those verses, Paul was 
not talking about the love a married 
couple should have.  Paul was talking 
about the love Christians should have 
for other people.

 Paul says that love is patient.  That 
means when we love people, we do 
not become quickly upset with them.  
Then Paul says that love is kind.  That 
means we should treat other people 
the way we want people to treat us.  
We should not say hurtful things or 
have a bad attitude.  We should help 
people without wanting  a reward.

 Paul tells us more about love in 1 
Corinthians 13:7.  “Love never gives 
up on people.  It never stops trusting, 
never loses hope, and never quits.”  Here 
Paul is telling us that we should show 
love to people even when they sin and 
make mistakes. And Paul also said we 
should think good things about other 
people.

 Finally, in 1 Corinthians 13:8, Paul 
reminds us that real love never ends.  
We should love other people the same 
way that God loves us.  He loves us so 
much that He sent His Son, Jesus, to 
die for us!  That kind of love will last 
forever!

– Matt Keller

Suggested Bible Reading  
1 Corinthians 13:4-7

Suggested Bible Reading  
1 Corinthians 13:4-7

 The world teaches many things 
about love.  But the world’s kind of 
love is really just selfishness.  This 
kind of love depends completely on 
our own feelings.  But that is not real 
love.  Real love does not make you 
focus on yourself and your feelings.  
When you truly love, you focus on 
other people and their feelings.

 Yesterday we read what Paul said 
about love in 1 Corinthians, chapter 
13.  Today we will learn from 1 
Corinthians 13:5 what love is not.  
“Love is not rude, it is not selfish, and it 
cannot be made angry easily.  Love does 
not remember wrongs done against it.”  

 When Paul says that love is not 
jealous, he means that we do not 
become upset when someone else has 
something good.  It also means that 
when we love someone, we will not 
boast about the things we do or have.  
And we will not think we are better 
than they are. 

 Then Paul says that love is not rude 
or selfish.  That means we should 
show respect for other people.  We 
should think about other people’s 
needs and not our own.  If we have 
true love, we will not be happy when 
bad things happen to others.  Instead, 
we will want good things to happen 
to them.

 Make sure that you are truly loving 
people today!  

– Matt Keller
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What Love Does

August 29

Love Serves Others
 Sometimes people say, “Love is an 
action.”  That means real love isn’t a 
feeling.  Real love causes people to 
take action and do things to show that 
love.  This idea agrees with the kind 
of love the Bible tells us we should 
have.  John talked about this kind of 
love in 1 John 3:18.  “My children, our 
love should not be only words and talk.  
No, our love must be real.  We must 
show our love by the things we do.”

 Real love should affect us two 
ways.  First, real love should change 
our attitude.  We have learned from 
1 Corinthians, chapter 13, that when 
we have love, we stop being selfish, 
jealous and proud.  We start caring 
for other people, trusting them and 
having hope.  Love causes our attitude 
to be focused on positive things and 
not on negative things.

 Second, love should cause us to 
help other people.  If we truly love 
others, we won’t worry about keeping 
good things for ourselves.  Instead, 
we will use those good things to help 
other people.

 When we have real love for God 
and others, we will be like Jesus.  He 
loves us so much that He gave His 
own life to save us from sin.  If we 
truly love other people, we will want 
to help them.

– Matt Keller

Suggested Bible Reading  
1 John 3:16-18

Suggested Bible Reading  
Galatians 5:13-18

 Jesus told His followers to treat 
other people the same way they want 
to be treated.  Jesus also said that the 
most important command is to love 
God and the second most important 
command is to love others the same as 
you love yourself.  Paul reminded his 
readers about this in Galatians 5:14.  
“The whole law is made complete with 
this one command:  ‘Love your neighbor 
the same as you love yourself.’”

 But Jesus not only told us His 
commands, He also showed us 
the way to obey these commands.  
Jesus showed that He loved God 
by always obeying God’s Word, by 
communicating with God through 
prayer, and by resisting the devil’s 
temptations to sin.  Jesus also showed 
His love for God by loving other 
people.

 Jesus showed His love for other 
people by serving them.  When 
people were hungry, Jesus fed them.  
When people were sick, Jesus healed 
them.  And Jesus shared the Word of 
God with people who needed to hear 
it.  Finally, Jesus took the punishment 
for people’s sins when He died on the 
cross. 

 Think about the ways Jesus showed 
His love.  Then follow His example 
today. 

– Matt Keller
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Love But Not Like? Work
 Many Christians say, “You have 
to love everyone, but you don’t have 
to like them.”  When a person says 
that, they are probably thinking about 
someone they do not get along with.  
The person who says this is making 
an excuse.  Why?  Because they do not 
want to associate with that person.

 Does this agree with the kind of 
love we read about in the Bible?  No!  
The Bible teaches us to not worry 
about liking someone.  Instead, we 
should reach out to all people, even 
people who refuse to love us!

 In Luke, chapter 10, Jesus told a 
story about a man who was beaten 
and robbed.  Two people saw the man 
and passed by.  Then a Samaritan man 
saw the injured man.  Luke 10:34 tells 
us what he did.  “The Samaritan went 
to him and poured olive oil and wine on 
his wounds.  Then he covered the man’s 
wounds with cloth.  The Samaritan 
had a donkey.  He put the hurt man on 
his donkey, and he took him to an inn.  
There he cared for him.”

 The Samaritan man could have 
walked away from the injured man.  
Instead, he helped him.  Jesus wants 
us to be like the Samaritan.  He 
wants us to not reject people who are 
different than we are.  Jesus wants 
us to show those people our love by 
helping them.

– Matt Keller

Suggested Bible Reading  
Luke 10:25-37

Suggested Bible Reading  
2 Thessalonians 3:6-13

 A rider on horseback came across 
a squad of soldiers.  They were trying 
to raise a heavy piece of timber.  The 
timber was too heavy for the soldiers 
to lift.  The rider on horseback asked 
the squad leader why he didn’t help 
his soldiers.  The officer said that he 
didn’t think he should have to help.

 The rider got off his horse and 
helped the men put the timber in 
place.  As he got back on his horse, he 
told the officer, “Next time you move 
a heavy timber, call the president.”  
The rider on the horse was George 
Washington.  Even though he was 
the president of the United States, 
Washington did not feel that he was 
too good to help the soldiers.

 Some people are like that officer.  
They think that they are too good 
to work.  Paul talked about work in 
2 Thessalonians 3:6.  “Brothers and 
sisters, by the authority of our Lord 
Jesus Christ we tell you to stay away 
from any believer who refuses to 
work.  People who refuse to work are 
not following the teaching that we gave 
them.”   

 Do you know someone who thinks 
they are too good to work?  Do you 
sometimes think you shouldn’t have 
to do so much work?  Work is good 
for us.  It is the right thing to do.  We 
should not be lazy.  Instead, we should 
always do our best for God. 

– George Hamer
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Pig’s Mudhole

September 2

Goldie
 When I was a little boy, my friend 
and I decided that a pig’s life must be 
pretty good.  Pigs ate corn and rolled 
around in the mud.  We knew we 
shouldn’t eat the corn, but rolling 
around in the mud looked like a good 
thing to do!

 So my friend and I climbed the 
fence and waded in the slimy mud.  
I felt guilty while I was doing it.  I 
knew it was wrong, and I knew 
Mom wouldn’t like it.  But we had 
fun anyway.  My friend and I threw 
mud at each other, wrestled around, 
fell down and became totally covered 
with mud.

 We tried, but we couldn’t wash all 
the mud off our bodies and clothes. 
Even worse, we smelled like pigs!  
Mom and Dad were angry.  They 
made me wish I had never gone into 
that pig pen.  They taught me that I 
was a little boy and not a pig.

 Isaiah 64:6 gives us a good 
description of sin.  “We are all dirty 
with sin.  Even our good works are not 
pure.  They are like bloodstained rags.  
We are all like dead leaves.  Our sins 
have carried us away like wind.”  God 
made you and me to be like Him, not 
to live in dirty sin.  Sin may bring 
some fun for a while, but it makes us 
dirty and then we smell bad to God.

 Stay away from sin.  Follow God 
and obey His Word!  

– Duane King

Suggested Bible Reading  
Isaiah 64:6-9

Suggested Bible Reading  
Ephesians 3:14-19

 My husband and I have a yellow 
Labrador retriever named Goldie.  
She was a stray, so no one at the 
animal shelter knew anything about 
her.  

 Goldie is a wonderful dog, but 
we think that she was abused by her 
previous owner.  Abused dogs often 
become scared of humans.  However, 
Goldie wants nothing more in life 
than to put her head in your lap and 
have you pet her.  She has even fallen 
asleep standing up while we were 
petting her!

 When it is time for Goldie to eat, 
she will not eat or drink unless we 
stand near her bowl.  If we walk away, 
she will stop eating or drinking and 
follow us.  Being with us is more 
important to Goldie than eating or 
drinking. 

 In Ephesians 3:18 Paul talks about 
God’s wonderful love for us.  “And I 
pray that you and all God’s holy people 
will have the power to understand the 
greatness of Christ’s love — how wide, 
how long, how high, and how deep that 
love is.”  As Christians, we should 
want to be close to Jesus — just like 
Goldie wants to be close to us.

 Give Jesus first place in your life 
today!

– Mavis Brink



125September 3 September 4

Awesome God Simple LIfe
 Do you ever look up at the sky 
and think about what you are seeing?  
On bright sunny days, you may see 
a brilliant blue sky with some puffy 
white clouds.  Sometimes these clouds 
take on the shape of familiar objects 
like a sheep or a tree or a fluffy pillow.

 Other times you may see dark 
storm clouds rolling in.  Then, 
depending on the temperature, it may 
rain or snow.  And these clouds may 
produce hail, damaging winds or even 
tornadoes.

 If it is not cloudy at night, we can 
look up at the sky and see the moon 
and the stars.  When I look up at 
night and see what God has created, I 
feel calm and peaceful and know that 
God is with me. 

 David took care of sheep when he 
was young.  Maybe he looked at the 
sky at night and thought about God 
and His creation.  In Psalm 19:1-2, 
David talked about God’s glory.  “The 
heavens tell about the glory of God.  The 
skies announce what his hands have 
made.  Each new day tells more of the 
story, and each night reveals more and 
more about God’s power.”

 Take some time today or tonight 
to look at the sky.  Think about God’s 
great power and all the wonderful 
things He has made.  Then thank 
Him and praise Him for being our 
awesome God!  

– Carol Whitney

Suggested Bible Reading  
Psalm 19:1-14

Suggested Bible Reading  
Matthew 11:25-30

 One day a young mother brought 
her baby daughter to my counseling 
office.  The mother was worried 
because her baby hardly every cried.  
All she did was smile and laugh.  The 
mother was concerned and thought 
that something was wrong with her 
daughter.

 So I tested and observed the baby 
girl, and I had good news for the 
mother.  The test results showed that 
God had given the woman a strong, 
brave and happy daughter.  I urged 
the mother to stop trying to make her 
daughter more serious and thank God 
for her calm spirit.  

 God does not want us to worry 
and struggle all the time.  Instead, 
He wants us to live a simple life 
and depend on Him for everything 
we need.  Jesus talked about this in 
Matthew 11:28-29.  “Come to me all 
of you who are tired from the heavy 
burden you have been forced to carry.  I 
will give you rest.  Accept my teaching.  
Learn from me.  I am gentle and humble 
in spirit.  And you will be able to get 
some rest.”   

 Jesus is all we need in our life.  He 
is our Savior, our Shepherd and our 
best friend.  Follow and obey His 
teachings, and depend on Him to help 
you stand strong against the devil and 
his temptations.

– Robert Segress
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Jesus Cares about You

September 6

Psalm 23 (1)
 My husband cares about people.  
He likes to help people.  When people 
get older, they may become ill or have 
an accident.  They may not be able 
to go where they want to go.  My 
husband feels sad for them.  So he 
takes older people to their doctor and 
dentist appointments or to the store 
to buy groceries. These people are 
happy to know that someone cares 
about them and is willing to help 
them.

 Jesus is the best example of 
someone who cares about people.  
When He was on earth, He saw 
people who were sick or in pain.  
Jesus felt sorry for them, so He healed 
them.  Jesus also saw people who were 
tired or worried.  He told them that 
He loved them and wanted them to 
give their worries to Him.  

 One night Jesus spent the whole 
night praying.  Mark 1:38 tells us 
what Jesus told His disciples the next 
morning.  “Jesus answered, ‘We should 
go to another place.  We can go to other 
towns around here, and I can tell God’s 
message to those people too.  That is why 
I came.’”

 Because Jesus cares about us, He 
came to earth to bring us salvation.  
Jesus wants us to care about other 
people, too.  If we care about other 
people, we will share Jesus’ message 
of love and salvation with them.  
Will you share Jesus’ message with 
someone today?

–Donna Howard

Suggested Bible Reading  
Mark 1:35-39

Suggested Bible Reading  
Psalm 23:1

 When David was a boy, he took 
care of sheep.  He probably knew a 
lot about being a shepherd — where 
to find the best grass, how to care 
for injured or sick sheep and how to 
know that a wild animal was nearby.  
Here is what David wrote in Psalm 
23:1.  “The Lord is my shepherd.  I will 
always have everything I need.”

 A good shepherd loves his sheep 
and takes care of them.  He makes 
sure that his sheep have everything 
they need to live and grow.  
Sometimes sheep do stupid things.  
They get caught between rocks.  Or 
some sheep wander away and are 
killed by wild animals.  The shepherd 
must be careful to know where his 
sheep are at all times.  He must also 
keep other animals away from his 
sheep.

 Sometimes we do stupid things, 
too.  We pay attention to people in 
the world instead of paying attention 
to the Bible.  Or we ignore God and 
try to do things by ourselves.  Then 
the devil tempts us, and we sin.  God 
loves us and takes care of us like a 
shepherd takes care of his sheep.   

 Remember today that God is your 
Shepherd, and He loves you and will 
always take care of you! 

– Jo Krueger
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Psalm 23 (2) Psalm 23 (3)
 Psalm 23:2 tells us something more 
about being a good shepherd.  “He 
gives me green pastures to lie in.  He 
leads me by calm pools of water.”  A 
good shepherd leads his sheep to 
places where there is rich, green grass 
and cool, clean water.  Then the sheep 
are contented because they have all 
they need to eat and drink.

 But sometimes sheep run away 
from the flock.  Often they become 
lost.  A wild animal might attack these 
sheep or they could become stuck 
between rocks.  But if sheep are with 
their shepherd, they will know that 
their master is close by.  They will be 
calm and satisfied.  When the sheep 
are calm and satisfied, they eat well 
and grow strong. 

 God is our Shepherd.  He wants 
us to know that He has promised to 
always be with us.  God wants us to 
read His Word, the Bible, and become 
strong Christians.  When we know 
that God is with us, we can be just like 
the sheep with their shepherd — we 
feel calm and satisfied.  

 Maybe you are worried today.  Or 
maybe you are facing problems such 
as sickness, the death of a loved one 
or financial troubles.  Remember that 
God is with you.  He wants you to be 
close to Him and to depend on Him 
for everything that you need.

– Jo Krueger

Suggested Bible Reading  
Psalm 23:2

Suggested Bible Reading  
Psalm 23:3a

 First, we learned that a good 
shepherd must keep his eye on his 
sheep at all times.  Then yesterday we 
talked about how a shepherd helps his 
sheep be calm and satisfied.  Today we 
will talk about how a shepherd helps 
his sheep when they are sick or hurt. 

 Sometimes a sheep can become 
“cast down.”  This means that the 
sheep is on its back and cannot 
stand up.  A sheep may be cast down 
because it is sick or too fat or has too 
much wool.  If a sheep is cast down, it 
needs to stand up soon.  If the sheep 
cannot stand up, it will die.  So the 
shepherd needs to help the sheep be 
strong again.  Here is what David said 
about a shepherd in Psalm 23:3a.  “He 
restores my strength.”  

 When a shepherd finds a cast down 
sheep, he will help the sheep stand up 
again.  Then he will rub the sheep’s 
legs so it can walk again.  Soon the 
sheep is strong enough to walk and 
run.

 We can become cast down, too.  
We may be depressed or discouraged, 
or we may have a problem with sin.  
When this happens, God will help us 
work through our problems.  His love 
and comfort will give us strength to 
continue serving Him.

 Maybe you are cast down today.  
Let God encourage you and help you 
stand strong again.

– Jo Krueger
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Psalm 23 (4)

September 10

Psalm 23 (5)
 Here is what Psalm 23:3b tells us.  
“He leads me on right paths to show that 
he is good.”  

 For many years in the western part 
of the United States, cattle ranchers 
and shepherds were enemies.  Why?  
Because sheep can destroy grass.  If 
sheep are left to graze in the same 
place for a long time, they will eat all 
the grass and the roots, too.  Then 
no new grass will grow again in that 
place.  

 So, a good shepherd pastures his 
sheep in one place and then moves 
on to another place.  But sheep by 
themselves do not know where they 
should go.  The shepherd must lead 
the sheep to a place filled with good 
grass.

 Sometimes we make bad choices 
and walk on the wrong paths in life.  
Maybe our friends influence us to do 
wrong things.  Or maybe we doubt 
that God can take care of us.  Then 
God may lead us on a different path 
that will help us come close to Him 
again.  When we are on the right 
path, we will know that God is truly 
good.

 Have you wandered away from 
God?  You need to get on the right 
path that will lead you close to God 
and His Word.

– Jo Krueger

Suggested Bible Reading  
Psalm 23:3b

Suggested Bible Reading  
Psalm 23:4a

 A shepherd cares for his sheep by 
finding them good food and water 
and taking care of them when they are 
sick or injured. Today we will look at 
another thing a shepherd does.  We 
read about this in Psalm 23:4a.  “Even 
if I walk through a valley as dark as 
the grave, I will not be afraid of any 
danger, because you are with me.”

 In the late spring, a shepherd takes 
his sheep to the meadows higher in 
the hills.  But often the best way to 
reach these higher meadows is to 
walk through the valleys.  Sometimes 
these valleys can be filled with danger:  
poisonous weeds, sharp rocks or 
animals waiting to attack the sheep.  
But the shepherd safely leads his sheep 
through these valleys to meadows full 
of green grass.

 Sometimes in life we must 
walk through dangerous valleys, 
too.  These times may be financial 
problems, sickness, relationship 
problems or death.  But during these 
times, God is with us.  We don’t need 
to be afraid.  Why?  Because we know 
that God will take care of us — just 
like the shepherd takes care of his 
sheep.

 Maybe you are walking through 
a dark valley today.  Remember that 
God is always with you.  He loves you 
and wants to always take care of you.

– Jo Krueger
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Psalm 23 (6) Psalm 23 (7)
 Shepherds are very important to 
their sheep.  They take care of the 
sheep in all kinds of situations.  Psalm 
23:4b mentions some tools that a 
shepherd uses as he cares for his 
sheep.  “Your rod and staff comfort 
me.”

 Shepherds use two important 
tools — a rod and a staff.  A shepherd 
uses a rod to discipline the sheep or 
as a weapon to fight off wild animals.  
Sometimes sheep can become stuck 
in holes in rocks.  Then the shepherd 
uses the crook of his staff to lift the 
sheep out of the hole.  He also uses his 
staff to guide the sheep in the way he 
wants them to go.

 Some people compare the 
shepherd’s rod to the Bible.  The 
Bible shows us when we are doing 
something wrong.  In this way, the 
Bible disciplines us.  The Bible also 
helps us fight off the devil.  We can 
resist the devil when we remember 
God’s teaching in the Bible.

 The shepherd’s staff can be 
compared to the Holy Spirit.  The 
Holy Spirit lives in Christians.  He 
guides us to do right things.  The 
Holy Spirit also comforts us when we 
are sad and encourages us if we are 
discouraged.

 Depend on the Bible and the 
Holy Spirit to help you be a strong 
Christian today.

– Jo Krueger

Suggested Bible Reading  
Psalm 23:4b

Suggested Bible Reading  
Psalm 23:5

 In Psalm 23:5 David talks about 
something else that God did for him 
and compares it to what a shepherd 
does for his sheep.  “You prepared a 
meal for me in front of my enemies.  
You welcomed me as an honored guest.  
My cup is full and spilling over.”

 A good shepherd makes sure that 
his sheep have enough to eat.  If the 
sheep do not have enough to eat, 
they will become sick and weak.  The 
shepherd wants his sheep to be happy 
and satisfied.

 In Bible times, it was important 
for the owner of a house to make a 
visitor feel welcome.  He might have a 
servant pour oil on the visitor’s head.  
The owner of the house would also 
make sure the visitor had plenty to eat 
and drink.

 In the same way, God gives us 
many good things.  God blesses us 
each day.  He gives us good things 
to eat and a place to live.  God gives 
us our family and friends.  But most 
importantly, God gives us salvation 
through His Son, Jesus.  God wants 
every person to accept Jesus as their 
Savior.

 Take some time today to think 
about all the wonderful things that 
God has given to you.  Maybe you can 
make a list of all the things God does 
for you so you can read it every day.  
Then be sure to thank God for all His 
blessings!  

– Jo Krueger
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Psalm 23 (8) 

September 14

Pray for Others (1)
 In Psalm 23:6 David ends with an 
encouraging thought for all people 
who follow God.  “Your goodness and 
mercy will be with me all my life, and I 
will live in the Lord’s house a long, long 
time.”

 Throughout the 23rd Psalm, we 
have learned the wonderful things 
that a shepherd does for his sheep.  He 
makes sure that his sheep have good 
grass to eat and clean water to drink.  
The shepherd protects his sheep from 
wild animals.  And he disciplines and 
leads his sheep on the right paths.

 The shepherd is good to his sheep. 
So the sheep want to stay close to 
their shepherd.  Why?  Because 
they know they will be safe with the 
shepherd.

 We have also learned about the 
wonderful things God, our Shepherd, 
does for us.  He is always with us 
to protect us, to bless us with good 
things, to feed us through His Word 
and to discipline us.  We should love 
God and want to be with Him all the 
time.  Why?  Because we know we 
will always be safe with our loving 
Shepherd.

 Let God be your Shepherd.  Follow 
Him and love Him every day.  Then 
His goodness and mercy will be with 
you and you can look forward to 
living forever with Him.

– Jo Krueger

Suggested Bible Reading  
Psalm 23:6

Suggested Bible Reading  
Psalm 4:1-8

 Many years ago, a young woman 
went to see a doctor.  The doctor 
examined the woman and said, 
“Congratulations!  You are going to 
have a baby!.”  The young woman 
started to cry.  She wanted an 
abortion because the baby’s father 
did not want to marry her.  As the 
woman left, the doctor said, “I will 
pray for you.”

 The woman was surprised at the 
doctor’s words.  She thought no one 
cared about her.  She decided to ask 
God to help her.  God did help her, 
and her life was changed.

 The woman decided to not have an 
abortion, and she gave birth to a baby 
boy.  He grew up and went to Asia as 
a missionary.  Many people learned 
about Jesus because of this man. 

 Psalm 4:3 reminds us that God pays 
attention to our prayers.  “You can be 
sure that anyone who serves the Lord 
faithfully is special to him.  The Lord 
listens when I pray to him.”  

 When we pray, we don’t always 
know the results of our prayers.  But 
God listens to our prayers and acts 
according to His will.  When we pray 
for someone, it may change their 
whole life.

 Don’t hesitate to pray for others 
today.  Ask God to change their lives 
and show them how they can live for 
Him.

– Angela Skjold



131September 15 September 16

Pray for Others (2) Jesus Delivers
 A woman went to see her 
insurance agent about her policy.  
After the meeting, the woman said 
to the agent, “I would like to pray for 
you.  Tell me what is happening in 
your life.  I will pray for whatever is 
on your mind.”  The insurance agent 
was very surprised.  But he replied, “I 
want to be the best insurance agent in 
this office.”  The woman said, “Okay, I 
will pray about that.”

 Later, the insurance agent called 
the woman and asked her why 
she wanted to pray for him.  She 
answered, “I pray for people because 
I care about them.”  Then the agent 
and the woman talked about God 
and the church.   A month later the 
insurance agent went to visit the 
woman’s church.  Soon he became 
a Christian.  God also answered the 
woman’s prayer.  And two months 
later the insurance agent received the 
“Best Salesman” award from his office.  

 Paul is a good example of someone 
who prayed for other people.  In 
Ephesians 3:16-17 he prayed for 
the Christians in Ephesus.  “I ask the 
Father with his great glory to give you 
the power to be strong in your spirits.  
He will give you that strength through 
his Spirit.  I pray that Christ will live 
in your hearts because of your faith.  I 
pray that your life will be strong in love 
and be built upon love.”

 Follow Paul’s example and pray for 
the people you meet today. 

– Angela Skjold

Suggested Bible Reading  
Ephesians 3:14-21

Suggested Bible Reading  
Hebrews 3:1-6

 Many restaurants where I live 
advertise “We Deliver.”  This means 
that they will deliver food to my 
house.  But that isn’t always true.  
When I call for delivery, sometimes 
they tell me that I live too far from the 
restaurant.  Or they tell me that what 
I want isn’t available on their “take 
out” menu.  

 In that situation, the word “deliver” 
means to bring something to a 
specified place.  The word can also 
mean to free or to save.  For example, 
God delivered the Israelites from 
slavery.  That means God saved them 
from their bondage in Egypt.

 In Hebrews 3:1, the writer talks 
about how Jesus delivers us.  “So my 
brothers and sisters, those chosen by God 
to be his holy people, think about Jesus.  
He is the one we believe God sent to save 
us and be our high priest.”

 When Jesus died on the cross, He 
died so that He could deliver us from 
spiritual death.  This means that Jesus 
brought us freedom from sin and 
saved us from being punished for our 
sins.  

 A restaurant may not deliver food 
to my house, but I know I can always 
depend on Jesus to forgive me and 
deliver me from my sins.  Thank God 
today for salvation through Jesus! 

– Suzanne Austin-Hill
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Golf (1)

September 18

Golf (2)
 Golf is a very popular sport in the 
United States.  Duane King, Founder 
of Deaf Missions, loves to play golf.  
I haven’t played golf for a long time, 
but I still enjoy watching the game.  
Today and for the next few days, we 
will read devotions Duane and I wrote 
about golf.

  As with any sport, golf has special 
names for equipment and the actions 
of the game.  If you want to be a 
golfer, you need to know these names 
and how to play the game.  You can 
learn about golf by reading books and 
watching videos.  But the best way is 
to have a skilled golfer teach you how 
to play the game.  

 We can learn a lot about God, 
Jesus and salvation from reading the 
Bible.  But it is good, too, when other 
Christians tell us how God led them 
to become a Christian.  In Acts 22:6-7, 
Paul shared how he started following 
Jesus.  “But something happened to me 
on my way to Damascus.  It was about 
noon when I came close to Damascus.  
Suddenly a bright light from heaven 
shined all around me.  I fell to the 
ground and heard a voice saying to me, 
‘Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting 
me?’” 

 Tell someone today about how you 
became a Christian.  Then encourage 
them to follow and obey Jesus like 
Paul did.

– Jo Krueger

Suggested Bible Reading  
Acts 22:3-16

Suggested Bible Reading  
Galatians 6:6-10

 Having a good golf shot can do 
amazing things for you.  It can give 
you a lower score on that hole.  But it 
does a lot more than that.

 One good shot will encourage you 
to keep playing golf.  It will also stop 
you from complaining that things 
always go wrong.  One good shot will 
give you something to talk about for 
many years.  If you are just learning to 
play golf, one good shot will help you 
know that you really can play golf.

 A good golf shot is like doing 
something good.  Doing something 
good for another person makes you 
feel good inside.  And it makes you 
happy.  Doing good things also helps 
us have a better attitude.

 When Paul was writing a letter 
to Christians in the area of Galatia, 
he told them they should be doing 
good things.  Here is what he said in 
Galatians 6:9-10.  “We must not get 
tired of doing good.  We will receive our 
harvest of eternal life at the right time.  
We must not give up.  When we have 
the opportunity to do good to anyone, we 
should do it.  But we should give special 
attention to those who are in the family 
of believers.”

 God wants you to serve Him by 
doing good things for others.  Look 
for ways today that you can do good 
things for other people.

– Duane King
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Golf (3) Golf (4)
 My dad played golf for many years.  
He always wanted a son who would 
share his interest in sports.  But I was 
a girl and an only child.  So when I 
was about 10 years old, I decided to 
learn to play golf.  Why?  Because I 
wanted to please my dad.

 During the summer, Dad and 
I played golf most evenings after 
supper.  I worked hard to please my 
dad by learning how to play golf.  I 
wanted to be part of his life.  And I 
wanted him to be proud of me.

 In 1 Thessalonians 4:1, Paul wrote 
about doing things that please God.  
“Brothers and sisters, now I have some 
other things to tell you.  We taught you 
how to live in a way that will please God.  
And you are living that way.  Now we 
ask and encourage you in the Lord Jesus 
to live that way more and more.”  

 Then Paul continued by listing 
several things Christians can do to 
please God —  keep their lives pure, 
love other people, and live so other 
people will see Jesus living in them.  
Paul felt that it was very important 
for Christians to live right and please 
God.  

 I encourage you to think about 
Paul’s words today.  Do things that 
please God, and then continue to do 
them more and more.

– Jo Krueger

Suggested Bible Reading  
1 Thessalonians 4:1-12

Suggested Bible Reading  
Philippians 3:13-16

 Golfers usually play golf with a full 
set of golf clubs:  four woods, nine 
irons and a putter.  Each club has a 
different purpose in the game of golf.  
But I have heard about golfers who 
play with only one club!  I think it 
would be difficult to win a golf game 
using only one club.

 Winning a golf game is important 
to some people.  But it is not as 
important as serving God.  God loves 
us and wants us to do our best for 
Him.

 When Paul wrote to Christians in 
the city of Philippi, he talked about 
a prize and reaching a goal.  That 
prize is living forever with God.  Paul 
gave some advice in Philippians 3:13 
that will help us in our Christian life.  
“Brothers and sisters, I know that I still 
have a long way to go.  But there is one 
thing I do:  I forget what is in the past 
and try as hard as I can to reach the goal 
before me.”  

 Sometimes we remember the 
mistakes we have made in the past. 
We think about these things, and that 
makes us sad.  But Paul encourages 
us to forget those things and look to 
the future prize of living forever with 
God.

 Ask God to show you how you can 
do your best for Him today.  Then be 
excited about living forever with Him.  

– Duane King
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Golf (5) 

September 22

Golf (6)
 For several months while learning 
how to play golf, I used my dad’s 
clubs.  But when my parents finally 
realized that I was serious about 
learning how to play golf, they bought 
me a new golf bag and clubs.

 I was so proud of that red and 
white “ladies” golf bag and shiny new 
clubs.  I couldn’t wait to play golf with 
my new equipment.  

 My parents made sure that I had 
the right equipment to play golf.  I 
don’t remember if my new bag and 
clubs helped me play any better.  But 
I do know that I felt more confident.  
Why?  Because I knew that I had the 
right tools to play the game correctly.

 The writer of the book of Hebrews 
closes his letter with a prayer.  We can 
read this prayer in Hebrews 13:20-21.  
“I pray that the God of peace will give 
you every good thing you need so that 
you can do what he wants . . . I pray that 
God will work through Jesus Christ to do 
the things in us that please him.  To him 
be glory forever.  Amen.”

 Your job today is to do God’s will.  
You may help someone or give your 
money to the poor or tell a person 
about Jesus.  But you can be sure that 
God will give you the strength and 
ability to do what He has planned for 
your life.  Depend on God to lead you 
today.

– Jo Krueger

Suggested Bible Reading  
Hebrews 13:20-21

Suggested Bible Reading  
Acts 2:41-42

 When a golfer swings a golf club, 
he wants to hit the ball as far as he 
can.  To do that, he must swing the 
club really hard.  I usually swing a golf 
club about 70 miles per hour.  But 
some professional golfers swing a golf 
club over 120 miles per hour!

 To make a good shot, the golfer 
must have a good swing before and 
after he hits the ball.  Even one small 
mistake can make a big difference in 
where the ball goes.  What happens 
after a golfer hits the ball shows a lot 
about how well he hit the ball.

 When we become Christians, we 
have faith that Jesus is God’s Son and 
that He died to save us from our sins.  
And after we become a Christian, 
what we do shows how strong our 
faith is. 

 Acts 2:47 tells us what the early 
Christians did to show their faith.  
“The believers spent their time listening 
to the teaching of the apostles.  They 
shared everything with each other.  
They ate together and prayed together.”  
These people met together, learned 
the apostles’ teaching, shared with 
each other, and ate and prayed 
together.

 A golfer needs to have a good 
swing.  A Christian needs to show his 
faith by serving God.  What will you 
do today to show your faith? 

– Duane King
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Golf (7) Golf (8)
 One thing my dad taught me about 
golf was to always keep my eye on the 
ball.  That means when I am ready to 
hit the golf ball, I should keep focused 
on the ball.  I should not be looking 
around at other people or at where 
I think the ball will go.  I learned 
through experience that keeping 
focused on the golf ball is very 
important for a successful golfer.

 In Matthew, chapter 14, we learn 
about the time when Jesus’ followers 
were in a boat on a lake.  Early in 
the morning, Jesus came to them, 
walking on the water!  At first, the 
followers were afraid.  But then Peter 
stepped out of the boat and walked on 
the water to Jesus.  For a short time 
Peter was fine, but Matthew 14:30 
tells us what happened when Peter 
stopped looking at Jesus.  “But while 
Peter was walking on the water, he saw 
the wind and the waves.  He was afraid 
and began sinking into the water.  He 
shouted, ‘Lord, save me!’”  

 This story teaches us that we will 
fail if we don’t keep our lives focused 
on Jesus.  Often we look at things 
in the world — wealth, popularity 
or possessions — to fill our lives.  
Instead, we should focus on Jesus.  He 
is the only One who can completely 
satisfy us.

 No matter what you are doing 
today, keep focused on Jesus! 

– Jo Krueger

Suggested Bible Reading  
Matthew 14:22-33

Suggested Bible Reading  
Ephesians 2:4-10

 It seems like a golf club should stop 
when the golfer hits the ball.  But it 
is impossible to hit the ball hard and 
have the club stop instantly.  The 
club continues moving.  In golf, 
this movement is called the “follow-
through.”

 If a golfer hits the ball properly, the 
follow-through will move in a special 
way.  But if the golfer does not hit the 
ball correctly, the follow-through will 
not be correct either.

 Doing good things for God is the 
follow-through after our faith.  If we 
do good things but do not have faith, 
our good deeds mean nothing.  And 
if we have faith, but do not do good 
things, our faith means nothing.

 Hitting the golf ball correctly and 
the follow-through are both necessary 
to have a good golf shot.  In the same 
way, we need to have faith and also do 
good things in our Christian lives.

 Here is what Paul said about doing 
good things in Ephesians 2:10.  “God 
has made us what we are.  In Christ 
Jesus, God made us new people so that 
we would spend our lives doing the good 
things he had already planned for us to 
do.”

 Are you a Christian?  Then you 
need to follow through by doing good 
things today!

– Duane King
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Golf (9)

September 26

Golf (10)
 One day I played golf on a course 
at the edge of a small town.  This golf 
course was built on the land where 
they held their county fair every year.  
The county didn’t have much money, 
so they built a big livestock barn — in 
the middle of the golf course!

 The barn was right in the middle 
of where we were supposed to play.  I 
looked at the dents in the metal roof 
of the barn and realized that many 
people had tried to hit their golf balls 
over the barn.  But the balls had hit 
the roof and bounced back.  So I 
decided to take the longer way around 
the barn.

 In Matthew 7:13-14, Jesus talked 
about two ways we can choose in life.  
“You can enter true life only through 
the narrow gate.  The gate to hell is very 
wide, and there is plenty of room on the 
road that leads there.  Many people go 
that way.  But the gate that opens the 
way to true life is narrow.  And the road 
that leads there is hard to follow.  Only a 
few people will find it.”

 We can choose between two ways 
in life.  One way is easy, but that way 
leads to hell.  The other way is more 
difficult, but it leads to eternal life 
with God.

 Which way will you choose?  Will 
you take the easy way and forever 
be separated from God?  Or will you 
choose the way that leads to heaven?

– Jo Krueger

Suggested Bible Reading  
Matthew 7:13-14

Suggested Bible Reading  
Psalm 34:12-16

 I played golf, and it was hot.  
When I finished playing, I went to 
the clubhouse restaurant to get some 
lemonade.  I sat at a table near the 
window.  From there I could look out 
over the golf course.  The view was 
beautiful.  But then I saw something 
strange.

 I noticed a man who was playing 
golf by himself.  He was on the last 
hole.  The man hit his ball onto the 
green, about fifteen feet from the 
hole.  He stepped very close to the ball 
and looked in every direction.  (Of 
course, the man didn’t see me looking 
out the window.  But I saw him!) He 
kicked the ball with his foot, and it 
stopped close to the hole.  Then he 
used his putter and hit the ball into 
the hole.  That man cheated, and he 
thought no one had seen him.  But I 
saw him, and God saw him!

 There are times when we do 
wrong things in secret.  We may think 
no one else sees us when we sin.  But 
Psalm 34:15-16 reminds us that God 
always sees what we do.  “The Lord 
watches over those who do what is right, 
and he hears their prayers.  But the 
Lord is against those who do evil, so they 
are forgotten soon after they die.”  

 God wants us to stop doing wrong 
things.  He wants us to pray to him 
and do what is right.  I hope you will 
choose to do right things today!

–Duane King
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Golf (11) Golf (12)
 When I was in high school, I 
decided that I needed to improve my 
golf game.  So I starting taking lessons 
from the new golf pro at the country 
club.  This young man was single and 
very good-looking.

 I don’t remember much about the 
lessons, but I do remember that I had 
lots of fun.  But before the lessons 
were finished, the golf pro was drafted 
to serve in the army.  A new pro was 
hired to finish the golf lessons.

 The new golf pro was bald,  
middle-aged, and smoked a big cigar.  
He was also very rude and didn’t seem 
to care about his students.  I was so 
disappointed with my new teacher 
that I quit the golf lessons before 
they were finished.  I was frustrated 
because things did not work out as I 
had planned.

 God has a plan for each of us.  God 
talked about this in Jeremiah 29:11.  
“‘I say this because I know the plans that 
I have for you.’  This message is from 
the Lord.  ‘I have good plans for you.  I 
don’t plan to hurt you.  I plan to give you 
hope and a good future.’”

 Sometimes God’s plans for us are 
not the same as our plans.  Then 
we may become disappointed and 
frustrated.  But the good news is that 
God always knows what is best for 
us.  And He plans to give us hope and 
a good future.  Trust God to lead you 
today.

– Jo Krueger

Suggested Bible Reading  
Jeremiah 29:10-14

Suggested Bible Reading  
1 T imothy 6:9-12

 I watch pro golfers on TV.  
Sometimes their golf balls land in the 
rough (tall grass).  I don’t understand 
how they are able to hit golf balls 
out of the rough.  I have tried, and I 
always end up in even taller grass.  So 
I have learned that it is better to stay 
out of the rough.  

 Many Christians tell about how 
they were saved from a life of sin and 
shame.  They tell stories about how 
God changed them from lost sinners 
to saved Christians.  I praise God for 
these people.  But I also praise God for 
Christians who stay away from sin.  
The testimonies of these people are 
wonderful, too.  Life is so much better 
when we avoid sin and its results.

 No person on earth is perfect.  But 
when we sin, we need to get out of 
it fast!  And then we need to stay 
away from sin.  Paul wrote a letter to 
Timothy.  He told Timothy that there 
were many things in the world that 
were evil.  In 1 Timothy 6:11, Paul 
reminded Timothy to stay away from 
those evil things.  “But you belong to 
God.  So you should stay away from all 
those things.  Always try to do what is 
right, to be devoted to God, and to have 
faith, love, patience, and gentleness.”

 The devil will tempt you to sin 
today.  Stand strong for God, and run 
away from sin! 

– Duane King
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Let God Help You

September 30

Grounded!
 A young child was walking along 
the beach with her father.  At first 
she told her father, “I want to walk by 
myself.  I don’t want to be carried.” 

 The little girl and her father 
continued to walk and talk.  But soon 
she became tired, and she felt very 
sleepy.  So she reached her arms up to 
her father.  She was finally ready to 
give up her independence and allow 
her father to carry her.

 Sometimes we are like that young 
child.  We choose to be independent 
and ignore God.  Things may seem 
to go okay for awhile, but then 
we become tired and discouraged.  
Finally, we reach out to God, and He 
gladly takes us in His arms and accepts 
our burdens.

 Isaiah 40:11 gives us a beautiful 
picture of God as a shepherd who 
leads his sheep.  “Like a good shepherd, 
he takes care of his people.  He gathers 
them like lambs in his arms.  He holds 
them close, while their mothers walk 
beside him.”

 God truly is our Shepherd.  And He 
will take care of us all the time, not 
just when we are afraid or frustrated.  
Reach out to God today.  Let Him 
accept your burdens and help you live 
for Him.

– Norma Mezoe

Suggested Bible Reading  
Isaiah 40:9-11

Suggested Bible Reading  
Proverbs 12:1-15

 My family was going to drive 
across town to visit my grandparents.  
My brother and I wanted to ride our 
bicycles to our grandparents’ house.  
But our dad and mom said, “No!”  My 
brother and I were upset.  

 When we arrived at our 
grandparents’ house a few minutes 
later, we were still upset.  So while 
our parents and grandparents talked, 
my brother and I sneaked out of the 
house.  We walked home and got our 
bicycles.  Then we rode our bicycles 
back to our grandparents’ house.

 When we arrived, my dad came 
out of the house.  He was angry with 
us.  He took away our bicycles, and he 
grounded (punished) us.  We couldn’t 
ride our bicycles for two weeks!  Now 
that I look back, I know my dad did 
the right thing.  My brother and I 
needed to be punished.

 Many verses from the book of 
Proverbs are wise sayings about 
discipline.  Proverbs 22:15 is an 
example of this.  “Children do foolish 
things, but if you punish them, they 
will learn not to do them.”  Discipline is 
necessary when raising children.  My 
parents did a wise thing when they 
disciplined us.  We learned to obey 
them and not do foolish things. 

 God wants you to be wise.  Make 
sure you are doing wise things today.

– Chad Entinger
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God, My Rock God, My Light
 My sister and brother-in-law live 
near the Beartooth Mountain range 
in southern Montana.  When I am 
weighed down with problems and 
frustrations, I love to go visit them.

 As I stand high above the earth 
on those majestic peaks and look at 
the green valleys and streams below, 
my problems suddenly seem much 
smaller.  I realize that a God who 
created such strength and beauty is 
also strong enough to handle any 
problem that I have.

 This is probably how David felt 
when he wrote Psalm 31.  He had 
fled to the mountains to escape King 
Saul, who was trying to kill him.  
David was alone and frightened.  His 
problems seemed too big to handle. 
Psalm 31:3 tells us that David turned 
to God for help.  “Yes, you are my Rock 
and my protection.  For the good of your 
name, lead me and guide me.”  

 David asked God to lead him and 
protect him from his enemies.  And 
God answered David’s prayer.  God 
saved David from Saul and his other 
enemies.

 Do your problems sometimes 
seem like a mountain that you 
cannot climb?  Are you surrounded 
by enemies?  Then run to God, 
your Rock.  He is stronger than any 
problem you have.  Trust Him.  He 
will protect you!

– Jolynn Stinehagen

Suggested Bible Reading  
Psalm 31:1-5

Suggested Bible Reading  
2 Corinthians 4:3-6

 Like many children, I was afraid of 
the dark.  In the darkness, it was easy 
to imagine that monsters were hiding 
in my closet or under my bed, ready 
to attack me as soon as I fell asleep.

 So my mother bought a night light 
for my room.  The light looked like a 
clown.  It gave only a faint glow, but 
that little light was enough to calm my 
fears and help me sleep.

 Even though I don’t sleep with a 
night light now, I still don’t like being 
in the dark.  If I try to walk in the 
darkness, I often bump into things 
and hurt myself.  So I turn on a light 
in the room first.  The light protects 
me and helps me feel safe.

 In 2 Corinthians 4:6, Paul tells us 
that God and His Good News are a 
light for our lives.  “God once said, 
‘Let light shine out of the darkness!’  
And this is the same God who made his 
light shine in our hearts to let us know 
that his own divine greatness is seen in 
the face of Christ.”  Jesus, the Light, 
protects us and shows us the way to 
go.  The devil hates the Light and 
does everything he can to keep us in 
the dark.

 Many people today are blinded by 
the devil and can’t see God’s light.  
Christians must stay in God’s light.  
We need to help people who are in 
darkness to find Jesus, the Light.

– Jolynn Stinehagen
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Speeding

October 4

God Said “No”
 The speed limit on the street in 
front of my house is 30 miles per 
hour.  One day recently I was late 
for work.  I drove down the street, 
and then I saw that a policeman was 
watching for speeders.  I looked at my 
speedometer, and I was going 40 miles 
per hour!  I knew I deserved a ticket.  
Why?  Because I broke the law.  It 
didn’t matter if I was a nice person or 
if I was handsome or rich.  I broke the 
law, and I deserved to be punished.

 That experience made me think 
about sin.  In Romans, chapter 3, 
Paul talks about sin and forgiveness.  
Romans 3:23-24 tells us that ALL 
people sin.  “All have sinned and are 
not good enough to share God’s divine 
greatness.  They are made right with 
God by his grace.  This is a free gift.  
They are made right with God by being 
made free from sin through Jesus 
Christ.”  

 It does not matter how many good 
things we have done during our 
lives.  We still deserve to be punished.  
Our sins separate us from God.  So 
we need to find a way to escape the 
punishment and be close to God.  The 
only way to be close to God is to obey 
Jesus and accept His gift of salvation.

 I hope that Jesus is your Lord and 
Savior.  Thank Him for allowing 
you to escape the punishment for 
your sins.  If you are not a Christian, 
read the Bible verses from Romans, 
chapter 3.  Then obey and follow God.   

– Jack Provines

Suggested Bible Reading  
Romans 3:21-26

Suggested Bible Reading  
Psalm 91:1-16

 Every night Dorothy prayed.  At 
the end of each prayer she said, “And 
please, God, let me get a bicycle for 
my birthday.”  But Dorothy’s parents 
were very poor.  Dorothy’s father 
wanted her to have a bicycle, but 
when Dorothy’s birthday came, there 
was not enough money to buy a 
bicycle.

 Dorothy’s father worried that 
Dorothy might not trust and love God 
any more.  So after Dorothy opened 
her birthday presents, her father 
said, “I’m sorry that you did not get a 
bicycle.  But don’t blame God for not 
answering your prayers.”

 Dorothy replied, “But God did 
answer my prayers.  God said, ‘No.’  
Dorothy knew that God would help 
her get a bicycle at the right time.  
Dorothy’s father was happy to know 
that she loved and trusted God.

 Psalm 91:15 reminds us that God 
does answer our prayers.  “When my 
followers call to me, I will answer them.  
I will be with them when they are in 
trouble.  I will rescue them and honor 
them.”   

 We should be like Dorothy.  When 
we pray and ask God for something, 
He will answer, “Yes,” “No” or “Wait 
a while.”  Trust God today to know 
what is best for you. 

– Terry Dowling
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Be Ready Be a Sheep
 The manager of a large business 
told his secretary, “I am going out of 
town.  I will be gone for about five 
days.  Here is a list of what I want you 
to do while I am gone.  I expect you 
to do everything on the list before I 
come back.”

 The manager left town.  The 
secretary looked at the list.  She 
decided that she could do the things 
later.  So she talked on the phone to 
her friends and played games on her 
computer for several days.

 On the fourth day, the secretary 
decided to start working on the list of 
projects.  She had a lot of work to do, 
but she worked as hard as she could.  
Early on the fifth day, the manager 
returned.  He was very disappointed 
that his secretary had completed only 
half of the projects on the list.

 That secretary is like the five girls 
we read about in Matthew, chapter 
25.  Both the secretary and the five 
girls could have been ready.  Instead, 
they chose to not be prepared.  
Matthew 25:13 tells us that Jesus is 
coming again someday.  “So always be 
ready.  You don’t know the day or the 
time when the Son of Man will come.”

 Jesus wants all people to be 
ready when He comes again — that 
includes YOU!  Make sure that you 
are prepared to meet Jesus and live 
forever with Him.

– Jennifer Forrester

Suggested Bible Reading  
Matthew 25:1-13

Suggested Bible Reading  
Matthew 25:31-46

 When I was in the fourth grade, 
there were two groups in my class. — 
the Beavers and the Snails.  Beavers 
were students who were helpful and 
completed their work on time.  The 
Snails were the children who did not 
cooperate and did not finish their 
assignments on time.  Everyone in the 
class wanted to be a Beaver.  Why?  
Because sometimes the Beavers were 
allowed to leave school early or have 
special treats.

 In Matthew, chapter 25, we learn 
that the Son of Man (Jesus) will come 
back to earth again.  Jesus will be the 
king, and all the people on earth will 
gather around Him.  Matthew 25:33 
says that Jesus will separate the sheep 
from the goats.  “He will put the sheep 
on his right and the goats on his left.”

 The sheep are good people.  They 
are the people who have done what 
Jesus wants them to do.  The goats 
are bad people.  They are bad because 
they did not do what Jesus wanted 
them to do.  The good people will 
receive great blessings, but the bad 
people will be punished.

 When I was in the fourth grade, 
I wanted to be a Beaver.  But now 
I want to be a sheep.  I want to do 
what Jesus wants me to do.  Use every 
opportunity you have today to learn 
what Jesus wants you to do.  Then, 
you can be a sheep, too!

– Jennifer Forrester
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Reward 

October 8

Punishment
 When my children were young, 
they loved to get rewards.  Sometimes 
I would make a big poster to hang on 
the wall.  On the poster I would list 
things that I wanted my children to 
do — clean their rooms, brush their 
teeth, comb their hair, help with the 
dishes, etc.  If they did those things 
each day, I put a special sticker on 
the chart.  Then later when they had 
many stickers on the chart, I gave 
them a special treat like an ice cream 
cone or a picnic in the park.

 In Matthew, chapter 25, Jesus told 
a story about a king.  The king told 
the good people that they had done 
kind things for him — giving him 
food and water, welcoming him into 
their homes, giving him clothes or 
visiting him when he was sick or in 
prison.  

 But the good people were confused.  
They did not remember doing kind 
things for the king.  Here is what the 
king said in Matthew 25:40.  “Then the 
king will answer, ‘The truth is, anything 
you did for any of my people here, you 
also did for me.’”  The king rewarded 
these good people for what they did.

 In the same way, Jesus will reward 
good people when He comes again.  
Good people do kind things for 
others, and they are prepared for Jesus 
to return.  Think about the reward  
of eternal life that Jesus will give you 
when He comes again.  Be excited for 
His return!  

– Jennifer Forrester

Suggested Bible Reading  
Matthew 25:34-40

Suggested Bible Reading  
Matthew 25:41-46

 No one likes to be punished.  I 
remember one time my son did 
something wrong.  He knew that 
what he had done was wrong.  He also 
knew that he would be punished.  So, 
he ran upstairs in our house and hid.  
He thought that if I couldn’t find him, 
I couldn’t punish him.

 I searched for several minutes and 
found him hiding in my clothes closet.  
I reminded him that he had done 
something wrong.  I told him that I 
still loved him, but I needed to punish 
him anyway.

 Yesterday we learned Jesus’ story 
about a king and the good people.  
The king rewarded the good people.  
But the king also punished the bad 
people who had not been kind to 
others.  Matthew 25:46 tells us about 
their punishment.  “Then these evil 
people will go away to be punished 
forever.  But the godly people will go 
and enjoy eternal life.”

 When I punished my son, his 
punishment did not last long.  
Soon he was smiling and playing 
again.  When Jesus comes again, He 
will punish people who have not 
obeyed and followed Him.  But this 
punishment will not be for a short 
time.  This punishment will last 
forever!

 I don’t want God to punish you!  
Follow Jesus today and obey His 
words in the Bible.  

– Jennifer Forrester
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Surprise! Always Be Ready!
 On my 40th birthday, my family 
surprised me with a birthday party.  
That was a good surprise!  But there 
are bad surprises, too.  My friends 
went to the store, and while they 
were gone, someone broke into their 
house and stole their TV and their 
computer.  That was a bad surprise!

 When Jesus returns to earth, some 
people will receive a bad surprise.  
Those people will not be ready for 
Jesus to come again.  They will receive 
punishment instead of a reward.  God 
does not want any person to receive 
this bad surprise.  He wants all people 
to obey and follow Him.

 2 Thessalonians 1:8 talks about 
what will happen to bad people when 
Jesus comes again.  “He will come with 
burning fire to punish those who don’t 
know God — those who refuse to accept 
the Good News about our Lord Jesus 
Christ.”   Those people will not be 
ready to meet Jesus.  They will receive 
a bad surprise.

 So how can we be ready to meet 
Jesus?  In Acts, chapter 2, some people 
asked Peter how they could be saved.  
Peter told them to change their hearts 
and be baptized for the forgiveness of 
their sins.  Peter’s message is for all 
people who want to be saved.

 Do you want a bad surprise when 
Jesus comes again?  If not, follow and 
obey God today.  Then you can be 
ready for Jesus to return!

– Jennifer Forrester

Suggested Bible Reading  
2 Thessalonians 1:5-10

Suggested Bible Reading  
Mark 13:32-37

 I always carry a large purse with 
me.  I need a large purse to hold 
all the things I want to carry with 
me.  I want to be prepared for any 
emergency.  

 In my purse I have a band-aid in 
case I cut myself.  If the zipper on my 
coat breaks, I have several safety pins 
I can use.  I have a note pad and a pen 
if I need to leave a note for a friend.  I 
even have a small flashlight in case I 
need some light.  Some people make 
fun of my large purse, but I am happy 
that I am always prepared.

 Jesus gives us some good advice 
about being prepared for His return in 
Mark 13:32-33.  “No one knows when 
that day or time will come.  The Son and 
the angels in heaven don’t know when 
that day or time will be.  Only the Father 
knows.  Be careful!  Always be ready.  
You don’t know when that time will be.”

 Jesus could come today or a 
thousand years from now.  We don’t 
know when He will return.  The 
important thing is that we are ready 
whenever He comes.  

 Maybe today someone will make 
fun of you because you follow Jesus.  
That is not important.  Being ready 
for Jesus’ return is what is important.  
Are you ready for Jesus to come right 
now?  

– Jennifer Forrester
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Sparrows

October 12

God’s Joy
 The sparrow is a small, noisy bird.  
Sparrows are also very active birds.  
Almost everywhere you look, you can 
see sparrows.  The Hebrew word for 
sparrow seems to mean all small birds 
that lived in Israel.  Often the Hebrew 
word is just translated “bird.”  

 According to Psalm 84, some of 
these birds made their nests in the 
Temple.  The person who wrote 
Psalm 84 wanted to be close to God 
like the birds in the Temple.  In Bible 
times, sparrows were sold for a small 
amount of money.  When a person 
bought four sparrows, they received a 
fifth sparrow free.

 Matthew 10:29 tells us that even 
though we think sparrows are not 
valuable, God still watches over them.  
“When birds are sold, two small birds 
cost only a penny.  But not even one of 
those little birds can die without your 
Father knowing it.”  God knows when 
one sparrow falls to the ground.  God 
knows all things.  Matthew 19:30 says 
that He even knows the number of 
hairs on your head!

 We should be happy that God takes 
care of us.  We don’t need to be afraid 
of bad people.  We don’t need to be 
afraid of bad things happening to us.  
We can trust God.  He loves us and 
wants us to live with Him forever.

 Trust God to take care of you.  
Praise Him for His wonderful love 
and protection!

– George Hamer

Suggested Bible Reading  
Matthew 10:26-31

Suggested Bible Reading  
John 10:1-13

 God’s greatest joy is to bless you!  
The Bible is filled with people that 
God blessed.  Abraham and Sarah 
were blessed with a son after many 
years of waiting.  God blessed Israel 
with a new home after they wandered 
in the desert for 40 years.  God blessed 
Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego by 
saving them from the fiery furnace.

 Jesus blessed many people by 
healing them, removing their demons 
or by raising their loved ones from 
the dead.  One time when He was 
teaching, Jesus compared Himself to a 
shepherd who takes care of his sheep.  
John 10:10 tells us what Jesus wants to 
do for us.  “A thief comes to steal, kill, 
and destroy.  But I came to give life — 
life that is full and good.” 

 Sometimes people think that being 
a Christian means they have to be sad 
and serious all the time.  But Jesus said 
that He wants us to have a life that is 
full and good.  He wants to bless us 
with good things to enjoy.

 God blesses us every day in many 
ways — our families, our jobs, our 
possessions and the food we eat.  But 
the greatest way that God blesses us 
is by offering us salvation through 
Jesus and life forever with Him.  God 
is happy when people obey Him and 
accept His gift of salvation.  

 Thank God for His blessings today!

– Lynette Denton
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Preparing Beginning
 During a presidential election 
year, many candidates come to my 
town.  Before they come, we receive 
many phone messages, post cards and 
letters inviting us to come and meet 
with them.  There are lots of people 
working and preparing us to meet the 
candidates.

 God sent John to prepare the way 
for Jesus.  John preached in the desert 
and told the people that someone 
important was coming.  Mark 1:7 tells 
about John’s message to the people.  
“This is what John told the people:  
‘There is someone coming later who is 
able to do more than I can.  I am not good 
enough to be the slave who stoops down 
to untie his sandals.’”

 This someone was more important 
than any political candidate or any 
king or queen.  This someone was 
Jesus, the only Son of God.  The Jews 
had been waiting a long time for the 
Messiah to come.  Now John told 
them to get their hearts ready to meet 
the One that God had promised to 
send.

 John’s preaching prepared the 
way for Jesus to share His message 
of salvation with the Jewish people.  
Many people listened to John’s 
preaching and were baptized.  Later, 
those same people followed Jesus.  
John’s preaching had opened their 
hearts to pay attention to God’s 
message.

– Karan Riley

Suggested Bible Reading  
Mark 1:1-8

Suggested Bible Reading  
Mark 1:9-13

 John preached in the wilderness 
and baptized people in the Jordan 
River.  One day Jesus came to John 
and asked to be baptized.  When Jesus 
came up out of the water, the Holy 
Spirit appeared in the form of a dove.

 Mark 1:11 tells us that a voice 
spoke from heaven.  “A voice came 
from heaven and said, ‘You are my Son, 
the one I love.  I am very pleased with 
you.’”  The people who heard God’s 
voice knew that Jesus was God’s Son 
and that God loved Him.  Jesus was 
now ready to begin his ministry.

 After His baptism, Jesus went alone 
into the desert.  He stayed there for 
40 days.  Many people feel this was a 
time of preparation for His ministry.  
Jesus spent this time alone with God.  
Then the devil came and tempted 
Jesus.  During this time, Jesus did not 
eat.  Jesus resisted the temptations of 
the devil.  When the devil left Jesus, 
angels came to help Him. 

 The devil works in our lives to 
tempt us, too.  It seems that the more 
we try to work for God, the more 
the devil tempts us.  We must stand 
strong against the devil.  We must say 
“No!” to temptation.

 God will be with you today and 
give you strength to resist the devil 
and his temptations.  Follow God and 
obey His Word!

– Karan Riley
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Calling

October 16

Teaching
 Simon (who was also called Peter), 
Andrew, James and John are probably 
the best known of Jesus’ disciples.  
The four of them went to Judea to 
listen to John, the Baptizer.  There 
they met Jesus.

 After John the Baptizer was put 
in prison, Jesus went to Galilee to 
preach.  We can read Jesus’ message 
in Mark 1:15.  “He said, ‘The right time 
is now here.  God’s kingdom is very 
near.  Change your hearts and lives, and 
believe the Good News.’”

 Peter, Andrew, James and John 
also went to Galilee.  They were all 
fishermen there.  James and John 
worked with their father, Zebedee.  
Jesus gave these four men a special 
call.  He called them to come with 
Him, be His disciples and gather 
people instead of fish.

 We do not know how much these 
fishermen had already learned about 
Jesus.  But they had learned enough 
that they were willing to give up their 
homes, their families and their jobs 
so they could be with Jesus.  They 
believed that Jesus was God’s Son.  
They did not understand all that this 
meant.  And they did not know all the 
changes that would happen in their 
lives.  But they were willing to put 
their trust in Jesus and follow Him.

 Will you be like Peter, Andrew, 
James and John?  Trust Jesus to lead 
you today!

– Karan Riley

Suggested Bible Reading  
Mark 1:14-20

Suggested Bible Reading  
Mark 1:21-34

 Mark, chapter 1, tells us about the 
time when Jesus was teaching in the 
synagogue in Capernaum.  A man 
there had an evil spirit living in him. 
The evil spirit knew that Jesus was the 
Son of God.  Mark 1:24 tells us what 
the evil spirit said.  “Jesus of Nazareth!  
What do you want with us?  Did you 
come to destroy us?  I know who you are 
— God’s Holy One!”

 When Jesus rebuked the evil spirit 
and told him to come out of the man, 
the evil spirit obeyed.  This clearly 
showed that Jesus had power and 
authority over evil spirits.

 Today there is a problem with 
authority in our society.  Policemen, 
teachers and parents are not shown 
respect and obedience.  Many people 
just want to go their own way.  They 
think they do not have to obey the 
rules of society or the laws of the 
country.  These people think they do 
not need to pay attention to God.

 But we know better.  God created 
this world.  He placed people in 
positions of authority.  We must obey 
the rules and laws of our country.  
Most importantly, we need to obey 
God’s laws.  God is greater than any 
man.  All power and authority belong 
to Him.  We must obey Him and 
follow His teachings.

 Be sure that you are obeying God 
and following His teachings today!  

– Karan Riley
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Healing Forgiving
 Jesus traveled to other towns 
in Galilee to preach to the people.  
Mark 1:38 tells us about this.  “Jesus 
answered, ‘We should go to another 
place.  We can go to other towns around 
here, and I can tell God’s message to 
those people too.  That is why I came.’”

 Jesus’ main mission was not to heal 
people.  Jesus’ main mission was to 
share God’s message.  However, Jesus’ 
healing ministry was so popular that 
He could no longer openly go into the 
towns and villages.  Jesus was forced 
to stay in the wilderness areas, and 
even there many people came to see 
Him.  

 Did those people come to see Jesus, 
the healer, or Jesus, the preacher?  
It was great that Jesus healed many 
people of their diseases.  But it is even 
more important that Jesus can heal 
our souls by forgiving our sins.

 We all want physical healing.  We 
don’t want to be sick.  But at the most, 
our bodies just last for a few years.  
Eventually, we all die.  That’s why we 
need to learn about salvation through 
Jesus.  That’s why we need Jesus as 
our Savior.  That’s why we want Jesus 
to heal our souls.

 Think about Jesus’ message to you 
— He loves you and was willing to 
die on the cross for you.  Accept His 
message and follow Him every day of 
your life!

– Karan Riley

Suggested Bible Reading  
Mark 1:35-45

Suggested Bible Reading  
Mark 2:1-12

 Many times Jesus used a miracle of 
healing to prove that He has power to 
forgive sins.  Mark, chapter 2, tells us 
about a time when Jesus was teaching 
in a crowded house in Capernaum. 

 Some men brought a crippled man 
to be healed.  But the house was so 
crowded that the men couldn’t get 
inside.  So they let the crippled man 
down through the roof.  The man 
wanted to be healed.  Jesus had healed 
many people.  But instead of healing 
him, Jesus said to the man, “Your sins 
are forgiven.”

 Mark 2:6-7 tells us what some of 
the Jewish people said.  “Some of the 
teachers of the law were sitting there.  
They saw what Jesus did, and they 
said to themselves, ‘Why does this man 
say things like that?  What an insult to 
God!  No one but God can forgive sins.’”  
Those men were right — only God 
can forgive sins.   They just didn’t 
understand that Jesus is God!

 Then Jesus made His point more 
clearly.  He did something else that 
only God can do.  Jesus told the 
crippled man to get up and walk.  
Jesus wanted the people and the 
Jewish leaders to realize that He could 
do those wonderful things because He 
truly was the Son of God.

 Thank God today for sending Jesus 
to bring us salvation and eternal life. 

– Karan Riley
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Inviting

October 20

You’ve Got Mail
 Jesus invited a man named Levi 
to become His disciple.  Levi’s other 
name was Matthew.  Matthew 
decided to follow Jesus, and later, he 
wrote the book of Matthew in the 
New Testament.

 Matthew was a tax collector.  Many 
tax collectors were cheaters.  They 
became rich by collecting taxes from 
poor people.  I am sure that the other 
disciples wondered why Jesus called 
Matthew to be a disciple.  But Jesus 
knew that Matthew would be a true 
follower.  Matthew could have gotten 
rich as a tax collector, but Jesus gave 
him a chance to do something better 
with his life.

 Matthew invited Jesus to come 
home with him.  Matthew also invited 
his friends, who were tax collectors 
and others who did bad things.  
Matthew wanted them to have a 
chance to know Jesus and learn about 
God.  The Jewish leaders criticized 
Jesus for going to the house of a 
sinner and eating with them. 

 In  Mark 2:17 we learn how Jesus 
responded to those critics.  “When 
Jesus heard this, he said to them, ‘It is the 
sick people who need a doctor, not those 
who are healthy.  I did not come to invite 
good people.  I came to invite sinners.’” 

 We all have sinned and disobeyed 
God.  But Jesus invites us to come and 
follow Him.  He wants to forgive our 
sins and heal our souls.

–  Karan Riley

Suggested Bible Reading  
Mark 2:13-17

Suggested Bible Reading  
Psalm 119:105-112

 Years ago, people got excited when 
they saw that they had mail in their 
mailbox.  For many people, that was 
the only way they could communicate 
with each other over long distances.  
A mother might receive a letter from 
her son who was stationed far away in 
the military.  Or a woman might get a 
letter from her husband who was out 
of town on a business trip.  

 Today we may get excited when we 
see that we have e-mails in our inbox.  
Even though we might have a lot of 
unwanted e-mails, we are happy to 
receive a greeting from an old friend.

 Did you know that we have mail 
from God?  No, He doesn’t write us a 
letter that the postal person delivers 
to us.  And God does not send us 
e-mails.  But God has given us His 
Word, the Bible.  God carefully 
directed about 40 men over several 
hundred years to write down His 
message for us in the Bible. 

 In Psalm 119:105, we learn that 
God’s Word is very important.  “Your 
word is like a lamp that guides my steps, 
a light that shows the path I should take.”  
The writer of this verse believed that 
God’s Word guided every step that He 
took. 

 Are you waiting for some exciting 
news from God?  Read His Word and 
learn what He wants you to do today.

– Jennifer Forester
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God Knows Best God and People
 As I look back over my life, I 
remember hard times and easy times.  
Some people say that the best times 
of their lives were when things were 
easy and calm.  But I think that the 
best times in my life have been when 
I faced hard times.  It was during 
those times that I depended on God 
and His strength.  During those times 
my relationship with God grew and 
deepened. 

 Last year was one of those times 
for me.  I had a stroke and was in 
the hospital.  My doctor said to me, 
“You have been given a gift from 
God.  You will live.  Enjoy your life!”  
That reminded me of some advice my 
mother gave me when she was old.  
She said to me, “Young man, getting 
old is not for weak people. Keep 
looking up to God and pressing on.”  

 Paul talked about this in Colossians 
1:11b-12a.  “God will strengthen you 
with his own great power, so that you 
will be patient and not give up when 
troubles come.  Then you will be happy 
and give thanks to the Father.”   Paul 
reminds us that we need to depend on 
God as we face times of trouble.

 You don’t know what will happen 
to you today.  You may face times of 
trouble.  But you can be sure that God 
will be with you.  He always knows 
what is best for you.  Thank Him 
today for His love and protection.

– Robert Segress

Suggested Bible Reading  
Colossians 1:1-14

Suggested Bible Reading  
Genesis 1:26-31

 The Bible is not a book of 
rules.  Instead, it is a book about 
relationships. The most important 
relationship in the Bible is between 
God and the people that He created.

 In Genesis 1:27-28 we learn that 
God made people to be like Him.  “So 
God created humans in his own image.  
He created them to be like himself.  He 
created them male and female.  God 
blessed them and said to them, ‘Have 
many children.  Fill the earth and take 
control of it.  Rule over the fish in the 
sea and the birds in the air.  Rule over 
every living thing that moves on the 
earth.’”

 Then 1189 chapters later, in 
Revelation, chapter 22, we come to 
the last words in the Bible.  Here 
Jesus says that He is coming soon.  All 
through the Bible we see that God 
wants to have a relationship with 
us.  When Jesus comes again, that 
relationship will be fulfilled, and we 
will live with Him forever! 

 God gave us His Word so we 
can learn about Him.  But more 
importantly we have the Bible so we 
can truly know God.  Having money, 
popularity or power is okay.  But 
instead of wanting those things, we 
should want a close relationship with 
God. 

 Thank You, God, for loving me 
and wanting me! 

– Bob La Forge
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Great Women (1)

October 24

Great Women (2)
 I like to paint.  I know that I am 
not a great painter, but I really enjoy 
painting.  It is easy for me to paint a 
picture of an object I can see or a place 
where I have been.  When I have a 
picture in my mind painting is much 
easier.

 The Bible shows us a picture of 
the way we should live.  Many Bible 
stories teach us about people who 
followed God.  When we read those 
stories, we learn how we can live 
godly lives today.  When we look at 
Bible people, we see a picture of how 
we should live.  

 In the book of 1 Peter, Peter 
talked about husbands and wives.  He 
reminded women that their beauty 
does not come from fancy hair, gold 
jewelry or fine clothes.  Peter said 
that instead, their beauty should come 
from inside — the beauty of a gentle 
and quiet spirit.  Then Peter talked 
about some Old Testament women 
in 1 Peter 3:5.  “It was the same with 
the holy women who lived long ago and 
followed God.  They made themselves 
beautiful in that same way.  They were 
willing to serve their husbands.”

 For the next few days, we will look 
at several godly women in the Bible.  
Each of these women can teach us a 
lesson today.  Through these women, 
we can learn how God wants us to 
live!

– Kaylene Powell

Suggested Bible Reading  
1 Peter 3:1-6

Suggested Bible Reading  
1 Samuel 1:1-28

 Hannah wanted to have a baby.  
She had a loving husband, but she 
wanted to have a child, too.  Every 
year, Hannah and her husband, 
Elkanah, went to Shiloh to worship 
God.  One year Hannah was especially 
sad that she did not have any children.

   Hannah prayed to God.  Eli, the 
priest, watched her as she prayed.  
Hannah cried and prayed to God.  She 
promised God that if He would give 
her a son, she would give the child 
back to Him.  But Hannah was acting 
so strangely that Eli thought she was 
drunk.

 In 1 Samuel 1:15, Hannah 
explained to Eli why she was crying 
and praying.  “Hannah answered, ‘Sir, 
I have not drunk any wine or beer.  I 
am deeply troubled, and I was telling 
the Lord about all my problems.’”   Eli 
told Hannah that God would give her 
what she asked for.    

 God answered Hannah’s prayers.  
Soon she had a son and named him 
Samuel.  Did Hannah keep Samuel 
with her?  No, when he was old 
enough, she took him to the Lord’s 
house at Shiloh.  There Samuel grew 
up and served God.

 Hannah kept her promise to God.  
God is happy when we keep our 
promises, too.  Be like Hannah today 
and keep the promises that you make.

– Kaylene Powell
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Great Women (3) Great Women (4)
 Sometimes God blesses us with 
very special friends.  I have a dear 
friend named Jessica.  She is a 
wonderful person.  Jessica is pretty 
on the outside, but she also has a 
beautiful heart.

 Jessica is a Christian, and she 
shows Jesus’ love to everyone she 
meets.  One way she does this is by 
being loyal and faithful to her friends.  
I know that when I share private 
information with Jessica, I can trust 
her to not tell other people.  Even 
when I make mistakes, I know Jessica 
will still be my friend.  I also know 
that Jessica will help me if I need 
protection.

 Ruth was a very good woman.  She 
loved her mother-in-law, Naomi.  
Naomi’s husband and Ruth’s husband 
both died.  Then Naomi decided to 
go back home to her family in Judah.  
Ruth chose to stay with Naomi and 
live in Judah.  In Ruth 1:16, Ruth 
declared her loyalty to Naomi.  “But 
Ruth said, ‘Don’t force me to leave you!  
Don’t force me to go back to my own 
people.  Let me go with you.  Wherever 
you go, I will go.  Wherever you sleep, 
I will sleep.  Your people will be my 
people.  Your God will be my God.’”  
Ruth loved Naomi and helped her 
when she was in need.

 I encourage you to be like Ruth 
and my friend, Jessica.  Be a loyal and 
faithful friend today!

– Kaylene Powell

Suggested Bible Reading  
Ruth 4:13-17

Suggested Bible Reading  
2 Kings 11:1-21

 2 Kings, chapter 11, tells us about a 
woman named Jehosheba.  I think she 
was an amazing woman and that we 
can learn from her example.

 An evil woman named Athaliah 
wanted to kill all of the king’s family.  
Jehosheba took the king’s youngest 
child, Joash, and hid him.  Jehoiada, 
who was a priest at the Lord’s 
Temple, helped Jehosheba hide and 
protect Joash.  2 Kings 11:3 tells us 
what happened.  “Then Joash and 
Jehosheba hid in the Lord’s Temple.  
Joash hid there for six years.  During 
that time Athaliah ruled over the land of 
Judah.”  

 Jehosheba was a wise and brave 
woman.  Because of what she did, 
Athaliah and the people who followed 
the false god, Baal, were destroyed.  
When Joash was seven years old, he 
became king of Judah.   He ruled for 
40 years and followed God all his life.

 God wants us to be like Jehosheba.  
She was willing to stand against evil.  
God wants us to do the right thing, no 
matter what other people say or think.  
God wants us to follow Him and be 
against sin and the devil.

 As Christians, we have power 
through the blood of Jesus.  God 
wants us to use this power to fight 
evil today.  How can we do this?  We 
need to always do the right thing and 
follow God all the time.

– Kaylene Powell
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Great Women (5)

October 28

Great Women (6)
 Another great woman mentioned 
in the Bible was Esther.  Esther was 
a Jew, and she was a very beautiful 
woman.  Because of her beauty, 
she became the queen of Persia and 
Media.

 An evil man named Haman hated 
the Jews, and he wanted to kill 
them.  Esther’s relative, Mordecai, 
encouraged her to talk to the king 
about the situation.  Mordecai knew 
that Esther was the only person who 
could save the Jews.

 In Esther, chapter 7, we learn that 
Esther approached the king and asked 
him to save her people, the Jews, 
from destruction.  Here is what she 
said in Esther 7:4.  “I ask this because 
my people and I have been sold to be 
destroyed — to be killed and wiped out 
completely.  If we had just been sold as 
slaves, I would have kept quiet, because 
that would not be enough of a problem 
to bother the king.”  Esther told the 
king that Haman was the person who 
wanted to destroy the Jews.  The 
king was very angry.  He ordered that 
Haman be killed.

 Because Esther had courage and 
spoke to the king, the Jews were 
saved.  God gave Esther the courage 
to face a dangerous situation and do 
what was right.  Maybe you are facing 
a difficult problem, too.  Remember 
that God will be with you and give 
you strength and courage.

– Kaylene Powell

Suggested Bible Reading  
Esther 7:1-10

Suggested Bible Reading  
Luke 1:5-25

 Elizabeth was a cousin to Mary, the 
mother of Jesus.  But Elizabeth did 
not have any children.  People looked 
down on her because she was not able 
to have a child.  Also, Luke, chapter 1, 
tells us that Elizabeth and her husband 
were very old.  Elizabeth could have 
complained about these things, but I 
don’t think that she did.

 One day an angel told Elizabeth’s 
husband, Zechariah, that Elizabeth 
would have a son.  Elizabeth and 
Zechariah were very happy.  Luke 
1:25 tells us what Elizabeth said.  
“Look what the Lord has done for me!  
He decided to help me.  Now people will 
stop thinking there is something wrong 
with me.”

 Then Elizabeth could have 
complained because she was old 
and pregnant, but I don’t think she 
did.  She was happy to be pregnant.  
Instead of thinking about her 
problems, she thought about the ways 
God had blessed her.

 Every day we make choices.  
We can choose to remember our 
problems and complain.  Or, we can 
be thankful for a new day and new 
blessings from God.

 Be like Elizabeth today.  Give glory 
to God and thank Him for all He has 
done for you.

– Kaylene Powell
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Great Women (7) Great Women (8)
 I have a friend whose name is 
Mike.  Sometimes I call Mike, and he 
is not home. When I listen to Mike’s 
answering machine, I hear his voice 
saying, “Sorry we’re not home right 
now.  We’re probably out telling 
people about Jesus!”  I always smile 
when I hear Mike’s message.  I know 
that Mike is never afraid to talk about 
Jesus.  His example encourages me to 
tell other people about Jesus, too.

 John, chapter 4, tells us that Jesus 
and His followers traveled to Samaria.  
Usually Jews and Samaritans did not 
associate with each other.  But as Jesus 
sat down at a well, He started talking 
with a woman there.  Jesus told the 
woman that He was the Messiah — 
the One God promised to send to 
bring salvation.  

 The woman returned to her home 
and told many people about Jesus.  
John 4:39 tells us what happened 
because of that woman.  “Many of the 
Samaritan people in that town believed 
in Jesus.  They believed because of what 
the woman had told them about him.  She 
had told them, ‘He told me everything I 
have ever done.’”

 That woman was not afraid to talk 
about Jesus.  And she wasn’t afraid 
of what people thought.  Instead, she 
was willing to share the Good News.

 Jesus loves you, and He died for 
you.  Don’t be afraid to tell someone 
about Him today.

– Kaylene Powell

Suggested Bible Reading  
John 4:34-42

Suggested Bible Reading  
2 Timothy 1:3-7

 The history of my relatives who 
lived before me is very important 
to my family.  Some of my relatives 
can trace our family records back to 
Europe hundreds of years ago.

 Our family keeps a written record 
called a “family tree.”  Many of my 
ancestors were Christians.  They 
taught their children about Jesus, and 
those children grew up and taught 
their children about God.  Finally, 
my parents taught me, and I accepted 
Jesus as my Savior when I was nine 
years old. 

 In 2 Timothy, chapter 1, Paul told 
Timothy that he always prayed for 
him.  Then in 2 Timothy 1:5, Paul 
mentioned Timothy’s mother and 
grandmother, who had followed God.  
“I remember your true faith.  That 
kind of faith first belonged to your 
grandmother Lois and to your mother 
Eunice.  I know you now have that same 
faith.”

 I have a Christian mother.  Both of 
my grandmothers influenced me to 
become a Christian.  Lois and Eunice 
helped Timothy learn about God.  
In the same way, my mother and 
grandmothers taught me about Jesus.

 Maybe you are a parent or 
grandparent.  Maybe you teach 
children at church.  You have a 
wonderful opportunity to lead 
someone to Jesus.  Take time today 
and share Jesus with a child.

– Kaylene Powell
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Be Holy

November 1

God’s Servant
 Paul wrote a letter to the church 
in Ephesus.  This is the book of 
Ephesians in the New Testament.  
Paul started the church in Ephesus, 
and he wrote this letter to encourage 
and strengthen them.  Paul wanted 
those Christians to continue to stand 
strong for God.

 Paul began his letter by reminding 
the Ephesian Christians that they 
were God’s holy people.  Here is what 
Paul told them in Ephesians 1:4.  “In 
Christ, he chose us before the world was 
made.  He chose us in love to be his holy 
people — people who could stand before 
him without any fault.”

 We, too, are God’s children.  He 
wants us to live holy and pure lives.  
But that is not always easy to do.  The 
world today is filled with people and 
things that can draw us away from 
God’s holiness.  Our friends may want 
us to become involved in activities 
that are against God’s Word.  The 
things we see on TV and the Internet 
may encourage us to stop following 
God and follow the evil ways of the 
world.

 Make a decision today to be holy 
in your communication and your 
actions.  Obey God’s commands and 
do everything you can to please Him.  
God will bless you for being holy and 
separate from the world!

– Jo Krueger

Suggested Bible Reading  
Ephesians 1:3-10

Suggested Bible Reading  
Isaiah 52:13-53:12

 The prophet, Isaiah, wrote about 
God’s plan of salvation.  To explain 
this, Isaiah described a man who was 
God’s servant.  

 Isaiah said that this man was 
punished so badly that afterwards he 
did not look like a man.  People made 
fun of this man and rejected Him.  
And this man suffered many terrible 
things.  But He did not suffer because 
He had done something wrong.  
Instead, He suffered because of what 
you and I have done wrong.

 Isaiah 53:12 tells us what God said 
about this man.  “For this reason, I will 
treat him as one of my great people.  I 
will give him the rewards of one who 
wins in battle, and he will share them 
with his powerful ones.  I will do this 
because he gave his life for the people.  
He was considered a criminal, but the 
truth is, he carried away the sins of 
many.  Now he will stand before me and 
speak for those who have sinned.”

 Who was this man?  Jesus!  Because 
of our sins, Jesus died on the cross.  
He suffered pain and torment so that 
our sins can be forgiven.  This was 
God’s wonderful plan for salvation.

 I am humbled and thankful when 
I think about all that Jesus suffered 
for me.  Thank Jesus today for being 
willing to accept the punishment for 
your sins!

– Bonnie Hall
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God, Our Provider Are You Clean?
 My wife, Jean, didn’t feel well.  She 
said that she wanted some noodle 
soup.  We had no soup at home, so I 
decided to go to the grocery store and 
buy some soup.  I had shopped at the 
grocery store many times before, but 
this time was different.  When I saw 
all the different kinds of soup, I was 
overwhelmed!

 I wanted noodle soup.  There were 
so many choices.  A small can or a 
large can?  Chicken or beef?  Name 
brand, store brand or generic?  Lots of 
noodles or lots of broth?  Some soups 
were in a box and had to be mixed.  
Others were ready to heat from a jar.  
Wow - I was confused!

 This experience made me think 
about all the wonderful food that God 
provides for us every day.  Jesus talked 
about this in Matthew, chapter 6.  In 
Matthew 6:31-32, Jesus said that we 
should not worry about the things 
we need.  “Don’t worry and say, ‘What 
will we eat?’ or ‘What will we drink?’ or 
‘What will we wear?’  That’s what those 
people who don’t know God are always 
thinking about.  Don’t worry, because 
your Father in heaven knows that you 
need all those things.” 

 Sometimes I forget that God is the 
One who gives me and my family 
food and clothes.  I am so thankful 
that God knows what I need and 
provides for me.  Thank God today 
for the many ways He has blessed you 
and your family.

– Jack Provines

Suggested Bible Reading  
Matthew 6:25-34

Suggested Bible Reading  
Matthew 23:25-28

 One time Jesus talked to some 
Jewish religious leaders.  Jesus 
criticized them and told them that 
they were blind.  He did not mean 
that these men could not see with 
their eyes.  Jesus meant that they 
were “blind” to God’s Word and His 
commands.

 These religious leaders tried very 
hard to make themselves look good 
on the outside so everyone would 
think that they were godly men.  But 
inside their hearts, they were dirty 
and sinful.  Here is what Jesus said 
about them in Matthew 23:27.  “It will 
be bad for you teachers of the law and 
you Pharisees!  You are hypocrites!  You 
are like tombs that are painted white.  
Outside they look fine, but inside they 
are full of dead people’s bones and all 
kinds of filth.”

 We need to know and understand 
Jesus’ message in Matthew, chapter 
23.  If we want to truly follow and 
obey God, we need to be clean on the 
inside.  That means we should stop 
doing bad things and get rid of the sin 
in our lives.  Then we will be clean 
before God.

 Don’t be like the Jewish religious 
leaders!  Study and understand what 
God’s Word says.  Ask God to forgive 
your sins and start obeying Him every 
day of your life.   

– Ed Roberts
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Jesus and Peter 

November 5

I Know a Secret
 I have several dietary restrictions 
that my doctor has given me.  So 
when I go to the grocery store, I am 
careful to read the labels on the food 
I want to buy.  If a product contains 
something that I should not eat, 
then I will not buy it.  But if I ignore 
my restrictions and buy the product 
anyway, I will probably have a bad 
reaction to that food.

 It is the same with God’s Word, the 
Bible.  It is not enough to just know 
what the Bible says.  We need to 
follow through and obey it.  When we 
obey God’s Word, God will bless us.

 One time Jesus washed the feet of 
His disciples.  He told them that they 
should wash other people’s feet. This 
was Jesus’ way of teaching them that 
they should be humble and serve one 
another.  Then Jesus talked about 
blessings in John 13:17.  “If you know 
these things, great blessings will be 
yours if you do them.”  

 God does not want us to read His 
Word, walk away and ignore what 
we have learned.  Instead, He wants 
us to obey Him and do what He 
says.  When we ignore God’s Word, 
we may face times of difficulty and 
sorrow.

 When you read the Bible, think 
about what you read.  Then decide to 
obey it and apply it your life today.  
God will be with you and bless you for 
your obedience.  

– Bonnie Hall

Suggested Bible Reading  
John 13:1-20

Suggested Bible Reading  
1 Corinthians 15:50-58

 I know a secret.  Do you know my 
secret?  Only Christians can know this 
secret.  People who do not love and 
follow Jesus do not understand this 
secret.

 Paul talked about this special secret 
in 1 Corinthians 15:51-52.  “But listen, 
I tell you this secret:  We will not all 
die, but we will all be changed.  It will 
only take the time of a second.  We will 
be changed as quickly as an eye blinks.  
This will happen when the last trumpet 
blows.  The trumpet will blow and those 
who have died will be raised to live 
forever.  And we will all be changed.”

 What was this secret that Paul 
talked about?  When Jesus comes 
back to earth, the Christians who are 
alive will be changed instantly.  Their 
bodies will be changed into new 
spiritual bodies so they can live with 
God forever.  And all Christians who 
have already died will be raised from 
death.  These Christians will receive 
new spiritual bodies, too.   

 This secret is something that we 
should not keep to ourselves.  It is 
something that we need to share with 
everyone in the world.  Look for an 
opportunity to explain this secret to 
someone today.  Teach them about 
Jesus and show them how they can 
have their sins forgiven.  Then they 
will understand God’s wonderful plan 
for living with Him forever.

– Jack Foreman
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Baruch Real Love
 The book of Jeremiah tells us many 
things about Jeremiah.  He was one 
of God’s prophets, and he was always 
willing to share God’s messages with 
His people.  The book of Jeremiah 
also tells us about a man named 
Baruch.  He was a scribe who wrote 
down what Jeremiah said.  Then often 
Baruch would read these messages to 
the people.

 One day God told Jeremiah to get 
a scroll and write down His message 
to the people.  This message said that 
God was angry with Judah and Israel.  
Why?  Because they had done many 
bad things.

 So Jeremiah called his helper, 
Baruch.  Jeremiah told Baruch God’s 
message, and Baruch wrote it down 
on the scroll.  Then Jeremiah told 
Baruch to go to the Temple and read 
the message to the people.  Jeremiah 
36:3 tells us God’s message to the 
people.  “Maybe the people of Judah 
will hear what I am planning to do to 
them and will stop doing bad things.  If 
they will do that, I will forgive them for 
the terrible sins they have committed.”

 Baruch shared God’s message 
with the people.  He was a wonderful 
helper to Jeremiah.  But Baruch not 
only served Jeremiah, he served God, 
too.

 How will you serve God today? 

– Donna Howard

Suggested Bible Reading  
Jeremiah 36:1-8

Suggested Bible Reading  
John 14:21-24

 “I love you, Mother,” said Mark.  
Then Mark gave his mother a kiss and 
ran outside to play.  Mark’s mother 
had asked him to clean up his room 
before he went out to play.  But Mark 
did not do what his mother asked him 
to do.

 “I love you, Mother,” said Jane.  
Jane’s mother had asked her to help 
with some chores that morning.  So 
Jane helped her mother wash the 
dishes.  They laughed and talked 
while they made the beds.  When the 
baby cried, Jane played with him until 
Mother could feed him.

 Which one of these children do 
you think really loved their mother?  
If you say it was Jane, you are right.  
Why?  Because she obeyed her 
mother and helped with the chores.  
It is easy to say, “I love you.”  But our 
actions truly show how much we love 
someone. 

 Jesus was talking with His disciples 
right before He was crucified.  Here is 
what Jesus said about real love in John 
14:21.  “Those who really love me are the 
ones who not only know my commands 
but also obey them.  My Father will love 
such people, and I will love them.  I will 
make myself known to them.”

 People who love Jesus are happy to 
follow Him and obey His commands.  
Do you really love Jesus? 

– Terry Dowling
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Greatest Blessing

November 9

An “Each Another” Place
 God wants all people to 
communicate with Him.  It doesn’t 
matter if we use sign language or a 
spoken language.  God understands 
us, no matter how we communicate 
with Him.  And when we pray to 
God, He answers our prayers and 
blesses us.

 Think about all the blessings 
God has given you — your family 
and friends, your home and other 
possessions, your talents and abilities.  
These things are all ways that God has 
blessed you.

 But the greatest blessing from God 
is salvation through Jesus.  When we 
follow and obey Jesus, we have the 
promise of living forever with Him.  
We can learn what this will be like by 
reading the book of Revelation in the 
New Testament.   

 Here is what Revelation 7:9-10 tells 
us about eternal life.  “Then I looked, 
and there was a large crowd of people.  
There were so many people that no one 
could count them all.  They were from 
every nation, tribe, race of people, 
and language of the earth.  They were 
standing before the throne and before 
the Lamb.  They all wore white robes 
and had palm branches in their hands.  
They shouted loudly, ‘Victory belongs to 
our God, who sits on the throne, and to 
the Lamb.”’

 Thank God today for the blessing 
of salvation through Jesus!

– Irene Roberts

Suggested Bible Reading  
Revelation 7:9-12

Suggested Bible Reading  
John 15:1-17

 I love going to church.  When I 
go to church, I am encouraged and 
revived to begin another week serving 
God.  The people in my church are 
like my family.  We have different 
biological fathers, but we all have the 
same heavenly Father.  We also have 
in common the experiences of being 
saved by Jesus and relying on the 
Holy Spirit to help us with our daily 
struggles.

 I find it very interesting that the 
phrases “each another” and “one 
another” are used more than 59 times 
in the New Testament.  Jesus used the 
phrase in John 15:16-17 when He was 
speaking with His disciples.  “You did 
not choose me.  I chose you.  And I gave 
you this work:  to go and produce fruit 
— fruit that will last.  Then the Father 
will give you anything you ask for in 
my name.  This is my command:  Love 
each other.”    

 Also, in other places in the New 
Testament, we are told to live in 
peace with each other (Mark 9:50), 
love and honor each other (Romans 
12:10, to accept each other (Romans 
15:7) and to greet each other with a 
special greeting (Romans 16:16).

 The church should be an “each 
other” place.  When we are with our 
brothers and sisters in Christ, we 
should serve each other and treat each 
other with love and respect.  Will 
you help make your church an “each 
other” place?

– Rick McClain
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Oldest Strongest
 In Genesis, chapter 5, we can read 
a list of Adam’s family — his children, 
grandchildren, great-grandchildren, 
etc.  Today, most people live less than 
100 years.  But at that time people 
lived for hundreds of years.

 One of Adam’s descendants was 
Methuselah.  He was the son of Enoch 
and the grandfather of Noah.  Genesis 
5:25-27 tells us something very 
interesting about Methuselah.  “After 
Methuselah was 187 years old, he had 
a son named Lamech.  After Lamech    
was born, Methuselah lived 782 years 
and had other sons and daughters.  So 
Methuselah lived a total of 969 years; 
then he died.”   Wow!  Methuselah is 
the oldest person listed in the Bible.

 Jesus lived for 33 years on earth.  
The New Testament tells us only a 
few things about Jesus before the age 
of 30.  Most of the information about 
Jesus in the books of Matthew, Mark, 
Luke and John is about the last three 
years of Jesus’ life.  And John 21:25 
tells us that Jesus did many more 
things that are not recorded in the 
Bible.

 It doesn’t really matter how many 
years we live on earth.  What is 
important is how we live.  I hope that 
you are obeying and following God 
today!

– Diana French

Suggested Bible Reading  
Genesis 5:21-32

Suggested Bible Reading  
Judges 16:19-31

 God’s angel told Samson’s mother 
that her son would be dedicated to 
God in a special way.  The angel also 
said that Samson must never cut his 
hair.  Samson grew up, and God gave 
him great strength.  

 Samson loved a Philistine woman 
named Delilah.  The Philistines 
were enemies of God’s people.  
They promised to pay Delilah if 
she found out why Samson was so 
strong.  In Judges 16:17 we read that 
Samson told Delilah the secret of his 
strength.  “Finally, Samson told Delilah 
everything.  He said, ‘I have never had 
my hair cut.  I was dedicated to God 
before I was born.  If someone shaved 
my head, I would lose my strength.  I 
would become as weak as any other 
man.’”

 Delilah cut Samson’s hair, and 
his strength was gone.  Then the 
Philistines captured him and had a 
party to praise their false god.  The 
Philistines brought Samson to the 
party so they could make fun of 
him.  Samson was standing between 
two columns of the temple.  Samson 
prayed that God would give him 
back his strength.  God answered 
Samson’s prayer.  Samson pushed on 
the columns, and the temple fell and 
killed all the people in the temple. 

 Samson had great strength, but he 
was not willing to obey God.  It is not 
important to be physically strong.  But 
it is very important that we obey God.  

– Diana French
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Wisest 

November 13

Tallest
 Solomon was probably the wisest 
man that has ever lived.  When 
Solomon became king, God told him 
that He would give Him whatever he 
wanted.  

 Solomon could have been selfish 
and asked for a long life and riches. 
But instead, he asked God for wisdom.  
So God said that He would give 
Solomon wisdom, riches and a long 
life, too.

 Solomon shared his great wisdom 
with other people.  In Proverbs 3:5-7 
we can read the wisdom that Solomon 
taught his son.  “Trust the Lord 
completely, and don’t depend on your 
own knowledge.  With every step you 
take, think about what he wants, and he 
will help you go the right way.  Don’t 
trust in your own wisdom, but fear and 
respect the Lord and stay away from 
evil.”

 Solomon also wrote the Old 
Testament book of Ecclesiastes.  In 
that book he talked about all the 
things he had done in life.  Solomon 
said all his wealth and possessions 
did not satisfy him.  Solomon ended 
his book by saying that the most 
important thing a person can do is to 
respect God and obey His commands.

 I hope you are studying the Bible, 
praying and worshiping God.  That is 
how you will learn to respect God and 
stay away from evil.

– Diana French

Suggested Bible Reading  
Proverbs 3:1-12

Suggested Bible Reading  
1 Samuel 17:1-11

 The Bible tells us about some 
people who were very tall.  
Deuteronomy 9:2-3 talks about people 
called Anakites who were tall and 
strong.  1 Chronicles 20:4-8 also tells 
us about giants.  One of these giants 
had six fingers on each hand and six 
toes on each foot!  Another giant, Og, 
was a king who slept in a bed that was 
more than 13 feet long and 6 feet wide 
(Deuteronomy 3:11).

 But the most famous giant in 
the Bible was probably Goliath.  
Here is what 1 Samuel 17:4 tells us 
about Goliath.  “The Philistines had a 
champion fighter named Goliath, who 
was from Gath.  He was over 9 feet tall.  
Goliath came out of the Philistine camp.”  
Goliath made fun of the Israelite army 
and told them to send one of their 
men to fight him.

 A young man named David 
accepted the challenge to face Goliath.  
Goliath was much taller and stronger 
than David, but David knew that God 
was with him.  God helped David 
defeat Goliath. 

 Sometimes we face problems that 
may seem like “giants” to us.  We may 
be scared and think that we cannot 
overcome those problems.  We need 
to remember that God will be with us 
— just like He was with David.

 Ask God to give you courage and 
strength today!  

– Diana French
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Shortest Meanest
 I have always liked the story about 
Zacchaeus.  Luke, chapter 19, tells us 
that Zacchaeus climbed a tree so he 
could see Jesus.  We do not know if 
Zacchaeus was the shortest man in 
the Bible, but he must have been very 
short.

 Zacchaeus was a tax collector.  
Many Jewish people did not like tax 
collectors, but Jesus paid attention 
to Zacchaeus anyway.  Probably 
Zacchaeus was a wealthy man.  But 
Jesus was not impressed by his money.

 Jesus went to Zacchaeus’ house.  
We do not know what Jesus said to 
Zacchaeus, but it changed his life 
forever.  Zacchaeus became a different 
man.  He said he wanted to start doing 
good things.  Some people complained 
about Zacchaeus.  Jesus responded to 
these people in Luke 19:9-10.  “Jesus 
said, ‘Today is the day for this family 
to be saved from sin.  Yes, even this tax 
collector is one of God’s chosen people.  
The Son of Man came to find lost people 
and save them.’”

 The people who complained about 
Zacchaeus did not realize that God 
can change a person’s life.  Maybe you 
know someone that you think will 
never follow Jesus.  Be patient with 
that person.  Keep sharing the Good 
News about Jesus with them, and ask 
God to open their hearts and minds so 
they can follow Him. 

– Diana French

Suggested Bible Reading  
Luke 19:1-10

Suggested Bible Reading  
2 Chronicles 33:1-17

 Sometimes people say, “I have 
done so many terrible things in my 
life.  How can God forgive me?”  Then 
I tell them about King Manasseh.  I 
think he was the meanest man in the 
Bible.

 Manasseh led the nation of Judah 
away from God.  He worshiped false 
gods and sacrificed his own children 
to these gods.  Manasseh even made a 
statue of a false god and put it in God’s 
Temple.  Manasseh encouraged the 
people to do all kinds of evil things.

 So God decided to punish 
Manasseh.  2 Chronicles 33:11 tells 
us what happened.  “So the Lord 
brought commanders from the king of 
Assyria’s army to attack Judah.  These 
commanders captured Manasseh and 
made him their prisoner.  They put 
hooks in him and brass chains on his 
hands and took him to the country of 
Babylon.” 

 Then an amazing thing happened.  
Manasseh humbled himself and 
prayed to God.  God felt sorry for 
Manasseh.  He let Manasseh return to 
Jerusalem.  Then Manasseh realized 
the Lord was the one true God!

 God forgave Manasseh, and He 
can forgive you, too.  I hope you are 
willing to change your heart and obey 
God today!

– Diana French
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Humblest

November 17

Greatest
 Maybe you remember that Moses 
was a great leader who led the 
Israelites out of slavery in Egypt.  
Moses stood before the king of Egypt 
and did many great miracles with 
God’s help.  Moses also received God’s 
commands for His people on Mount 
Sinai.

 But have you ever thought about 
Moses being a humble man?  Here 
is what Numbers 12:3 tells us about 
Moses.  “Moses was a very humble man.  
He was more humble than any other 
man on earth.”  Moses was humble, 
but he was also a strong and capable 
leader.  He was able to be brave and 
lead the Israelites because God was 
with him.

 God does not use people who 
are proud to do great things for His 
kingdom.  Instead, He uses humble 
people like Jeremiah, Isaiah, Ruth and 
Mary, the mother of Jesus.  Probably 
the best example of a humble person 
was Jesus.  He did nothing for 
Himself.  Instead, Jesus did everything 
to praise and glorify God and to draw 
people to God.

 I hope that you are not proud.  God 
wants you to humbly serve and follow 
Him.  Ask God to be with you and 
help you keep focused on serving and 
obeying Him.  

– Diana French

Suggested Bible Reading  
Numbers 12:1-8

Suggested Bible Reading  
Matthew 11:1-11

 Recently I watched a TV show 
about great people in the 20th 
century.  People who were watching 
the show could call in and vote for 
the person they thought was the 
greatest person of the 20th century.  
People voted for presidents, scientists, 
military leaders, musicians and 
religious leaders.  The person who 
received the most votes was a British 
scientist and mathematician who 
helped develop early computers.

 Who do you think is the greatest 
person who has ever lived?  Jesus 
answered that question in Matthew 
11:11a. “The truth is that John the 
Baptizer is greater than anyone who has 
ever come into this world.” 

 Why was John the Baptizer so 
great?  He didn’t live in a fancy place 
— he lived in the desert.  He didn’t 
wear nice clothes or eat expensive 
foods.  And John did not use gentle 
words when he talked about the 
Jewish religious leaders.   

 John was special because he was 
completely dedicated to God.  John 
prepared God’s people to accept Jesus 
as the Son of God.

 I hope you are like John the 
Baptizer and that you are completely 
dedicated to God.  If not, study the 
Bible to learn how you can serve and 
obey God with all your heart. 

– Diana French
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You Are Special Our Master Jesus
 I am a crisis counselor.  I see many 
people every day.  Most of these 
people are hurting and anxious.  They 
are sad because they think they are 
not important.  Some have been 
abused or ignored by their family 
members. 

 Maybe you are like the people I 
meet, and you feel that you are not 
special.  But that is not true!  You are a 
very special person.  There is no other 
person exactly like you in the whole 
world.  God made you who you are 
and gave you your own personality 
and talents.

 David wrote about this in Psalm 
139.  He said that God knew all about 
him and was always with him.  Here is 
what David said in Psalm 139:13-14.  
“You formed the way I think and feel.  
You put me together in my mother’s 
womb.  I praise you because you made 
me in such a wonderful way.  I know 
how amazing that was!”

 God made you and has a special 
purpose for your life.  Even if other 
people have rejected or hurt you, God 
still loves you and wants you to have a 
good life.  His love is exactly what you 
need, and it can heal your hurts and 
your sadness.

 Be thankful today for the way God 
made you.  Remember that He loves 
you and that you are very special to 
Him.

– Dave Lewicki

Suggested Bible Reading  
Psalm 139:1-24

Suggested Bible Reading  
Acts 1:6-11

 I read a story about a dog named 
Shep.  This story happened many 
years ago in the western United 
States.

 Shep loved his master, but one day 
his master died.  Shep followed the 
wagon that took his master’s coffin 
to the railroad station.  The coffin 
was put on a train and taken far away 
to be buried.  But Shep stayed at the 
railroad station for more than five 
years, waiting for his master to come 
home.

 If you are a Christian, your master 
is Jesus.  He left earth many years 
ago, but He promised that some day 
He will come back.  Acts, chapter 
1, tells us about when Jesus left the 
earth and returned to heaven.  In 
Acts 1:11 we read what some angels 
told Jesus’ disciples.  “They said, ‘Men 
from Galilee, why are you standing 
here looking into the sky?  You saw Jesus 
carried away from you into heaven.  He 
will come back in the same way you saw 
him go.’” 

 Shep’s master was dead — he was 
never coming back.  But our Master, 
Jesus, is still alive!  He will return 
someday to take us to live with Him 
forever.  Be sure that you are ready to 
meet Him!

– Eileen Wood
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Jonah’s Prayer 

November 21

Giving Thanks (1)
 God told Jonah to go to the city of 
Nineveh and tell the people to repent.  
But instead of obeying God, Jonah got 
on a ship and tried to run away from 
God.  After being thrown into the sea, 
Jonah ended up in the stomach of a 
large fish!  

 Poor Jonah!  All he could do was 
pray to God and ask for forgiveness.    
In his prayer Jonah described what it 
was like to be thrown into the sea and 
swallowed by a fish.  He said that he 
could not breathe and that seaweed 
was wrapped around his head.  Jonah 
said that he thought he was locked in 
a prison forever!

 Finally, Jonah prayed and asked 
God to help him.  Jonah 2:8-9 tells us 
how Jonah ended his prayer.  “Some 
people worship useless idols, but those 
statues never help them.  I will give 
sacrifices to you, and I will praise and 
thank you.  I will make special promises 
to you, and I will do what I promise.  
Salvation only comes from the Lord!”  
God rescued Jonah, and finally Jonah 
obeyed God and went to Nineveh.

 Jonah’s experience teaches us a 
good lesson.  When we are facing 
times of trouble, we need to cry out 
to God and ask for His help.  He will 
pay attention to our prayers and help 
us.  And like Jonah, when God helps 
us, we need to be thankful and praise 
Him for His help.

– Bonnie Hall

Suggested Bible Reading  
Jonah 2:1-10

Suggested Bible Reading  
Psalm 69:30-36

 It is very important for us to 
give thanks to God.  We know that 
because the Bible reminds us many 
times to give thanks.

 When we pray to God, our prayers 
should be full of thanks to God.  We 
shouldn’t just ask God for things that 
we want.  Instead, our thanks should 
lead us to praise God for all He has 
done for us.

 Many of the psalms in the Old 
Testament talk about being thankful.  
One example is Psalm 69:30-31.  “I 
will praise God’s name in song.  I will 
honor him by giving him thanks.  The 
Lord will be happier with this than with 
the offering of an ox or a full-grown 
bull as a sacrifice.”  

 Refusing to be thankful is a sin.  
It is a sin just like lying or stealing. 
Many Christians grumble and 
complain to God.  They are not 
thankful for what God has done for 
them.  Often the Israelites complained 
to God.  Then God punished them 
by allowing bad things to happen to 
them.  Later, the Israelites realized 
that they should be thankful to God. 

 Are you truly thankful to God?  For 
the next few days we will look at some 
questions about giving thanks.  Begin 
today by thanking God for what He 
has done for you.

– Naomi Wiederkehr
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Giving Thanks (2) Giving Thanks (3)
 Today our question about giving 
thanks is:  When should we give 
thanks to God?

 The Bible clearly answers that 
question in Ephesians 5:20.  “Always 
give thanks to God the Father for 
everything in the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.”

 It is easy to think about giving 
thanks at only one time a year.  
Maybe we gather with family and 
friends for a meal.  Everyone shares 
what they are thankful for.  But God 
does not give us blessings only one 
day a year.  He blesses us every day!  
Often, though, we go through our 
daily routine and fail to stop and give 
thanks to God.

 The Bible gives us many examples 
of when we can give thanks.  Psalm 
92:1-2 tells us we can give thanks in 
the morning and at night.  In John 
6:11, we read that Jesus thanked God 
for food.  We can thank God for 
our food every time we eat.  And in 
Philippians 4:6, Paul reminds us to 
give thanks every time we pray.

 I hope that you are thankful for the 
many ways that God has blessed you 
today.  And most of all, I hope that 
you are thankful for your salvation 
through Jesus’ death on the cross.  

 Stop several times today and thank 
God for His many blessings.

– Naomi Wiederkehr

Suggested Bible Reading  
Ephesians 5:15-20

Suggested Bible Reading  
Psalm 116:1-19

 We know that we should be 
thankful.  But what things should we 
thank God for?  Today we will look 
at several Bible verses.  These verses 
show us examples of things for which 
we should be thankful.

 The first thing we need to be 
thankful for is God’s grace and  
salvation.  Paul talked about that 
in 2 Corinthians 9:15.  He told the 
Christians in Corinth to thank God 
for God’s gift that is too wonderful 
to describe.  What is that gift?   That 
gift is God’s grace which was given 
through Jesus’ death on the cross.

 The second thing we should be 
thankful for is God’s help.  Psalm 
116:1-2 talks about that.  “I love the 
Lord for hearing me, for listening to my 
prayers.  Yes, he paid attention to me, 
so I will always call to him whenever 
I need help.”  Can you remember a 
time when you prayed to God and He 
answered your prayer?  Be thankful 
that God pays attention to your 
prayers and answers them.

 The third thing we can thank God 
for is all the blessings He gives us.  
James 1:17 tells us that everything 
good comes from God.  We should 
thank Him for good things like family, 
health, food, clothes and our homes.

 You have many, many things to 
thank God for.  Take time to pray to 
Him today.

– Naomi Wiederkehr
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Giving Thanks (4)

November 25

Giving Thanks (5)
 We have talked about when to 
give thanks and what we should be 
thankful for.  Our next question about 
giving thanks is:  Who should give 
thanks?

 Thanksgiving and praise are 
two very important activities for 
Christians.  Many times throughout 
the New Testament, Christians are 
commanded to give thanks and praise 
God.  We can’t expect people who 
don’t believe in God to give thanks.  
As Christians, we should be excited to 
thank and praise God.

 Luke, chapter 17, tells us about a 
time when Jesus healed ten men with 
leprosy, a terrible skin disease.  All 
ten men asked Jesus to heal them, but 
only one man thanked Jesus.   Luke 
17:16-17 tells us about this one man. 
“He bowed down at Jesus’ feet and 
thanked him.  (He was a Samaritan.)  
Jesus said, ‘Ten men were healed; where 
are the other nine?’”  Jesus must have 
been sad that the other nine men did 
not thank Him.

 What about you?  Are you like the 
nine men?  Maybe you enjoy life and 
accept things from God but never 
thank God for those blessings.  I hope 
you are like the one man who thanked 
Jesus.  Thank Jesus and praise Him 
today and every day of your life!

– Naomi Wiederkehr

Suggested Bible Reading  
Luke 17:11-19

Suggested Bible Reading  
Psalm 107:1-9

 We have discussed several 
questions about giving.  Maybe now 
you are wondering, “Why should we 
give thanks?”  That is a good question 
and the answer is very clear in the 
Bible.

 Psalm 107:1-2 answers our 
question.  “Praise the Lord because 
he is good!  His faithful love will last 
forever!  Everyone the Lord has saved 
should repeat that word of thanks.  
Praise him, all who have been rescued 
from the enemy.”  We should give 
thanks because God has commanded 
it!  Many times in the Bible we are 
reminded to be thankful.  It is our 
duty to do that.  

 Giving thanks to God is also an 
honor.  God has blessed us so much.  
It is right that we give thanks to Him.  
We should be honored to have the 
opportunity to thank God for what 
He has done for us.  

 In Romans, chapter 1, Paul talked 
about God being angry with some 
people.  These people did many bad 
things.  They knew who God was but 
they did not give glory to God and 
thank Him.  God wants us to thank 
Him.  He is angry with people who do 
not thank Him.  

 I hope that you want to please God. 
You can please Him by telling Him 
that you are thankful for His many 
blessings.

– Naomi Wiederkehr
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Giving Thanks (6) Failures
 Today we will look at one last 
question about giving thanks.  This 
question is:  How should we give 
thanks?

 First, we need to remember that 
the only way to God is through Jesus.  
So when we pray to God and give 
Him thanks, we should do it in the 
name of Jesus.  Paul reminds us in 
Ephesians 5:20 to give thanks in the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ.

 Second, our thanks should not be 
only with our hands or our voices.  
Our thanks should come from our 
hearts.  If we are truly thankful, we 
will show our thankfulness through 
our obedience to God.  If we pray and 
try to obey God’s Word, we show 
Him that we are thankful.

 Thankfulness is one thing that 
Paul talked about in Colossians 2:6-7.  
“You accepted Christ Jesus as Lord, so 
continue to live following him.  You 
must depend on Christ only, drawing 
life and strength from him.  Just as you 
were taught the truth, continue to grow 
stronger in your understanding of it.  
And never stop giving thanks to God.”

 I encourage you to take time to 
think about giving thanks.  And I 
hope you will be thankful to God 
every day of the year!

– Naomi Wiederkehr

Suggested Bible Reading  
Colossians 2:6-15

Suggested Bible Reading  
Luke 22:54-62

 It is not easy for us to admit that 
we have done something wrong.  It is 
easier to blame someone else, to say 
that we don’t have a problem, or to 
just ignore the problem.

 In Luke, chapter 22, we learn about 
the night when Jesus was arrested.  
On that night, Peter failed.  Peter told 
a servant girl and some other people 
that he did not know Jesus.  Peter lied.  
He didn’t lie just once — he lied three 
times!

 Luke 22:61 tells us what happened 
after Peter lied for the third time.  
“Then the Lord turned and looked into 
Peter’s eyes.  And Peter remembered 
what the Lord had said, ‘Before the 
rooster crows in the morning, you will 
say three times that you don’t know me.’”

 Peter failed Jesus.  But he did 
not give up.  Peter said that he was 
sorry for denying Jesus.  Then Peter 
continued telling people about Jesus.

 When we fail, we should not give 
up.  God wants us to repent and 
ask Him for forgiveness and then 
continue following Him.  God does 
not want our failures to cause us to 
quit.  He gives us courage to repent 
and continue to obey Him.

 Maybe you have failed God today.  
Don’t give up!  Ask God to forgive 
you.  Then continue to be a faithful 
follower like Peter.

– Pat Fenton
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Path of Life

November  29

God’s Love
 One time my husband and I were 
in Austin, Texas, visiting our son and 
his family.  Every day we went for a 
walk.  One morning we decided to 
take a different route for our walk.  
We went to a nearby park and walked 
on a hiking trail.

 The trail was paved with gravel 
and blacktop, but most of the time it 
was easy to walk on.  In some places, 
it was very narrow.  In other places, 
it was wide enough that my husband 
and I would walk side by side.  There 
were many trees along the path so we 
could not see what was ahead.  We 
just had to follow the path.

 That path reminded me of my life.  
Sometimes everything goes well, and 
life is easy.  But other times, it is more 
difficult.  Most of the time I have no 
idea what will happen in the future.  I 
just follow God’s Word and the path 
that God has planned for my life.

 Exodus 13:21 tells us that when the 
Israelites left Egypt, God was always 
with them, leading them in the right 
way.  “The Lord led the way.  During 
the day, he used a tall cloud to lead the 
people. And during the night, he used a 
tall column of fire to lead the way.  This 
fire gave them light so that they could 
also travel at night.”  

 God was with the Israelites, and He 
will be with me, too.  All I need to do 
is trust Him to take care of me every 
day.

– Donna Howard

Suggested Bible Reading  
Exodus 13:20-21

Suggested Bible Reading  
John 3:16-22

 One of the greatest Bible verses 
about God’s love is John 3:16.  “Yes, 
God loved the world so much that he 
gave his only Son, so that everyone who 
believes in him would not be lost but have 
eternal life.”  

 That verse talks about God’s 
unconditional love.  That means 
God’s love for us does not depend 
on how good we are or how well we 
do at our jobs.  God’s love does not 
depend on our nationality or the color 
of our skin.

 God’s love has no boundaries.  It 
surrounds us in everything we do.  
God showed His love to us when 
He sent His only Son to earth to die 
for us.  Jesus’ love is very great.  He 
willingly died on the cross for us.  
Jesus even forgave the people who 
crucified Him.

 God’s love never changes — He 
will always love us.  And His love is 
patient.  God does not tell us that we 
only have 24 hours after we first learn 
about Him to accept Him.  Instead, 
God works patiently in our lives.  He 
helps us see our need for Jesus.  God 
helps us understand that we have 
sinned and need forgiveness.  

 God’s love is always kind and fair.  
God’s love is perfect.  Praise God for 
His love today! 

– Marj Pike
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Vacuuming Stop and Think!
 One time I saw a blind man using 
a vacuum cleaner to clean his carpet.  
He missed some dirt because he could 
not see it.  I have also watched people 
try to clean a carpet, but the light was 
so dim that they did not do a good 
job.  When I use a vacuum cleaner, 
I turn on all the lights so that I can 
see where to find the dirt.  How can 
we clean the house if we can’t see the 
dirt?

 And how can a Christian have a 
clean life if he cannot see the sin in 
his life?  Jesus is the light.  Jesus talked 
about that in John 3:20-21.  “Everyone 
who does evil hates the light.  They will 
not come to the light, because the light 
will show all the bad things they have 
done.  But anyone who follows the true 
way comes to the light.  Then the light 
will show that whatever they have done 
was done through God.”

 Some people are embarrassed when 
someone notices that their house is 
dirty.  In the same way, you will be 
embarrassed when you see your sin 
compared to Jesus’ perfection.  But 
when you see your sin, you can clean 
up your life with God’s help.

 It is better to be embarrassed and 
clean up your life than to keep Jesus 
out of your life and live in dirty sin.  
Turn to Jesus, the Light, to lead you 
today.

– Duane King

Suggested Bible Reading  
John 3;13-21

Suggested Bible Reading  
1 John 4:7-21

 When I was young, my mother 
gave me some good advice.  She told 
me that I should stop and think before 
I do something important.  I have 
tried to remember that advice, and it 
has helped me to do things that honor 
God.

 Today is the first day of December.  
Christmas is coming soon!  My advice 
to you is to stop and think about 
Christmas.  Then ask yourself this 
important question:  Will the things 
I do and say this Christmas season 
bring honor to Jesus?

 Often we become very busy during 
December.  We have many things to 
do and places to go before Christmas 
Day.  We are so busy that we forget 
that Christmas is about God’s love for 
us.  Take time today to think about 
your schedule for this month.  Maybe 
you can remove some things that are 
not really important.  Or maybe you 
can decide to worry less about what 
other people think of your Christmas 
decorations and the gifts you give.

 The true Christmas season is 
summed up in 1 John 4:9.  “This is 
how God showed his love to us:  He sent 
his only Son into the world to give us 
life through him.”  Think about God’s 
great love for you and honor Him this 
Christmas season by remembering His 
gift to you.  That’s what Christmas is 
all about!

– Jo Krueger
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Trust

December 3

Living Forever
 It is good for us to have trust.  We 
can trust that it will not rain today.  
But, since we do not control the 
weather, it may rain anyway.

 Trusting God is a different thing.  
We know that when God says 
something will happen, it will really 
happen.  This kind of trust is like 
knowing that there are stars in the sky 
at night, even though clouds cover 
them and we can’t see them.

 As Christians, it is often easy for 
us to depend on ourselves.  When we 
depend on ourselves, we may become 
tired and start to fall away from God.  
Then God reminds us through His 
Word or through other Christians 
that we need to totally rely on Him.  
The best way to depend on God more 
and more is to read and study the 
Bible every day.  Reading the Bible 
helps us remember that God is always 
with us.

 Isaiah 40:31 gives us some good 
advice about trusting God.  “But those 
who trust in the Lord will become strong 
again.  They will be like eagles that grow 
new feathers.  They will run and not get 
weak.  They will walk and not get tired.”

 When you face problems or 
troubles today, remember to rely on 
God for your strength.  Trust Him to 
always take care of you!

– Beverly Eliason

Suggested Bible Reading  
Isaiah 40:25-31

Suggested Bible Reading  
Zephaniah 3:14-20

 Zephaniah was one of God’s 
prophets.  He was related to King 
Josiah, and he was the great-great-
grandson of King Hezekiah.

 Zephaniah shared God’s message 
with the people of Judah.  He told 
the people that God would punish 
them by allowing another country to 
conquer them and take some of the 
people to be their slaves.  All of the 
things that Zephaniah told the people 
really did happen later.

 In Zephaniah, chapter 3, Zephaniah  
shared a sad message.  But he closed 
his message with some encouraging 
words for the people of Judah in 
Zephaniah 3:20.  “‘At that time I will 
lead you back home.  I will bring your 
people back together.  I will cause 
people everywhere to honor and praise 
you.  You will see me bring back all the 
blessings you once had.’  This is what the 
Lord said.”  

 God said that He would eventually 
end Judah’s punishment and bring the 
people back home.  Then they would 
receive His blessings and be happy 
again.

 Sometimes we are sad and have 
struggles here on earth.  But when 
Jesus comes again, we will be happy 
and be with Him forever.  No matter 
what you are facing today, think about 
the happiness of living eternally with 
God!

– Eileen Wood
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Do God’s Work The Best Gift
 The prophet Haggai told God’s 
people that it was time for them to 
rebuild God’s Temple in Jerusalem.  
After they started working on the 
Temple, some of the leaders became 
discouraged and afraid.  Haggai 2:4a 
tells us how God encouraged them.  
“But the Lord says, ‘Zerubbabel, don’t 
be discouraged!’  And the Lord says, 
‘Joshua son of Jehozadak, you are the 
high priest.  Don’t be discouraged!  And 
all you people who live in the land, don’t 
be discouraged!  Continue this work, 
because I am with you.’”

 That reminds me of the time 
I went on a foreign mission trip.  
One day we went into the town to 
work with some children.  When 
we arrived back at our camp, we 
found large knives at the end of 
the driveway.  Our cabins had been 
broken into, our belongings were 
torn apart, and our plane tickets and 
money were gone.  The police warned 
us that this was a message from some 
people who did not want us sharing 
the news about Jesus.

 We wondered if we should pack up 
and go home.  So we prayed together 
and posted guards around the camp 
that night.  The next morning 
people from the town came with 
food and cleaned up the camp.  This 
encouraged us to continue our work 
there.

 Remember that God will be with 
you today and help you do His work!

– Bonnie Hall

Suggested Bible Reading  
Haggai 2:1-9

Suggested Bible Reading  
2 Corinthians 9:10-15

 At this time of year, many people 
think about what kind of Christmas 
gifts they will give to family members 
and friends.  Sometimes giving gifts 
can be a hard job.  We need to know 
people’s clothing sizes or what kinds 
of things they like.  Often I don’t 
know what to give a person because 
they seem to already have everything.

 But giving gifts is really easy.  I 
have learned that God has put many 
gifts inside of me.  I can give these 
gifts to anyone at any time.  And 
these gifts are free!  When I am 
standing in line at the store, I can give 
a stranger a smile.  I can give the gift 
of encouragement to someone who 
is sad.  I can give a hug to someone 
whose loved one is sick or dying.

 In 2 Corinthians, chapter 9, Paul 
talked to the Corinthian Christians 
about giving.  In 2 Corinthians 9:11, 
he explained that their giving was a 
blessing.  “God will make you rich in 
every way so that you can always give 
freely.  And your giving through us will 
make people give thanks to God.”  When 
we share God’s love with someone, 
we are giving them the best gift ever.

 As you think about giving gifts 
during this Christmas season, 
remember that the best gift you can 
give them is God’s message of hope 
and love!

– Suzanne Austin-Hill
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Good News

December 7

Angels (1)
   God helped King Solomon be 
very wise.  Solomon shared lots of 
his wisdom in the book of Proverbs.  
We can find some of his wisdom in 
Proverbs 25:11.  “Saying the right 
thing at the right time is like a golden 
apple in a silver setting.”  Can you 
imagine what an apple made from 
gold and silver would look like?  It 
would be very beautiful and valuable.

 There is a lot of bad news today.  
The TV and newspapers are filled 
with stories about terrible accidents, 
the bad economy and violent crimes.  
So it is refreshing for people to hear 
some good news.  

 The greatest news that people 
can hear is the Good News about 
Jesus and God’s plan of salvation.  As 
Christians we have the responsibility 
to share this ”right thing” with 
everyone we meet.  And when we ask 
God to help us, He will show us the 
“right time” to share this Good News.  
This news will be beautiful to the 
people who are searching for God.

 The book of Acts gives us many 
examples of how the early Christians 
shared the news about Jesus.  God 
was with them, and many people 
responded to the Gospel.  God will be 
with you, too, as you share the “right 
thing” at the “right time.”  Depend on 
His Holy Spirit to give you courage as 
you share His Good News.

– Pam Davis

Suggested Bible Reading  
Proverbs 25:1-28

Suggested Bible Reading  
Psalm 148:2-5

 Many people like to talk and write 
articles about angels.  We see artists’ 
pictures and statues of angels.  Movies 
show angels helping people.  We like 
to think that angels watch over us and 
will help us when we are in need.  

 Maybe you are fascinated by angels 
and want to know more about them.  
Where can we learn about angels?  
The Bible is the one place where we 
can learn the truth about angels.

 Verses 1 and 5 of Psalm 148 tell us 
about angels.  “Praise the Lord!  Angels 
above, praise the Lord from heaven!  Let 
them praise the Lord’s name, because 
he gave the command and created them 
all!”  These verses teach us that God 
created angels.

 We do not become angels when we 
die.  Angels are special beings created 
by God to praise and serve Him.  
Hebrews 1:14 tells us that angels are 
spirits who serve God and help people 
who have received salvation.

 We should not worship angels.  
It is God, the Creator, who is to be 
praised and worshiped.  God is the 
One who has promised to help us 
when we are in trouble.  Angels are 
God’s servants, and He sends them to 
help us according to His will.

 Thank God for His goodness and 
help today!

– Opal Cochran
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Angels (2) Angels (3)
 Sometimes God sends angels to 
protect His people.  Angels are spirits 
sent by God to help people.  Since 
they are spirits, they are not limited 
like humans.  They can travel swiftly 
wherever God sends them.  They 
can appear and disappear suddenly.  
Sometimes they appear as men, but 
often they are invisible to humans.  So 
we may not always know when angels 
are helping us.

 2 Kings, chapter 6, tells us that an 
army with horses and chariots was all 
around the city of Dothan.  Elisha, a 
prophet of God, was there.  One of 
Elisha’s servants asked him what they 
should do.  Elisha told his servant that 
an even larger army was fighting for 
them.

 2 Kings 6:17 tells us what happened 
next.  “Then Elisha prayed and said, 
‘Lord, I ask you, open my servant’s eyes 
so that he can see.’  The Lord opened the 
eyes of the young man, and the servant 
saw the mountain was full of horses and 
chariots of fire.  They were all around 
Elisha.”

 Angels are real beings.  God 
sometimes sends them to help His 
people.  Other times God wants His 
people to help each other.  God always 
keeps His promise to be our protector.  
He will give us the help we need when 
we are in trouble.

 You can depend on God to be with 
you and protect you today!

– Opal Cochran

Suggested Bible Reading  
2 Kings 6:8-23

Suggested Bible Reading  
Genesis 28:11-22

 Angels are servants of God who 
are sent from heaven to earth to help 
His people.  In the Bible they are 
called “holy ones,” “ministers of God,” 
“watchers,” “ministering spirits” and 
other names.  

 The Hebrew word for angel is used 
100 times in the Old Testament and 
it means “a messenger sent by God.”  
The Greek word for angel occurs 165 
times in the New Testament and also 
means “messenger.”

 In the Old Testament, we read 
about God sending angels to deliver 
important messages.  One time Jacob 
had a dream.  In his dream, he saw a 
ladder reaching from earth to heaven.  
Jacob saw angels going up and down 
the ladder.  God was there, too, and 
we can read His message for Jacob in 
Genesis 28:15.  “I am with you, and I 
will protect you everywhere you go.  I 
will bring you back to this land.  I will 
not leave you until I have done what I 
promised.”  

 In the New Testament we can 
read more messages that God sent by 
angels.  Some of these messages were 
about Jesus.  God sent these messages 
to bring hope, joy and peace to the 
world.

 Thank God for His blessings and 
protection today. 

– Opal Cochran
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Angels (4)

December 11

Angels (5)
 An angel named Gabriel was sent 
by God with a message for Zechariah.  
Zechariah was a Jewish priest serving 
in the Temple in Jerusalem.  Gabriel 
told Zechariah that his wife, Elizabeth, 
would have a baby in her old age.

 The angel told Zechariah to 
name his baby “John.”  He also told 
Zechariah that many people would be 
happy because of John’s birth.  Luke 
1:16-17 tells us more that Gabriel 
said about John.  “John will help many 
people of Israel return to the Lord their 
God.  John himself will go ahead of the 
Lord and make people ready for his 
coming.  He will be powerful like Elijah 
and will have the same spirit.  He will 
make peace between fathers and their 
children.  He will cause people who are 
not obeying God to change and start 
thinking the way they should.”   

 John preached and told people to 
repent.  Many people repented of 
their sins and were baptized in the 
Jordan River.  John knew that Jesus 
was God’s Son, and he told the people 
they should follow Jesus.  Many of 
those people followed Jesus and later 
became Christians.  

 John told people that Jesus was 
God’s Son.  We should do that, too.  
Share the Good News about Jesus and 
salvation with everyone you meet 
today.

– Opal Cochran

Suggested Bible Reading  
Luke 1:6-17

Suggested Bible Reading  
Luke 1:26-38

 Yesterday we learned that the angel 
Gabriel gave a special message to 
Zechariah.  God also sent Gabriel to a 
Jewish woman named Mary.  Gabriel 
told Mary that God was ready to 
send His Son into the world to be the 
Savior for all people.

 Gabriel told Mary that God had 
chosen her to be the mother of His 
Son, Jesus.  Mary asked Gabriel how 
this could happen since she was not 
married.  Gabriel explained to Mary 
what would happen in Luke 1:35.  
“The angel said to Mary, ‘The Holy 
Spirit will come to you, and the power of 
the Most High God will cover you.  The 
baby will be holy and will be called the 
Son of God.’”

 After that, Mary went to see her 
cousin Elizabeth.  Mary told Elizabeth 
that she would be the mother of God’s 
Son.  Mary praised God and was 
happy that God had chosen her to 
give birth to His Son.

 Mary’s Son grew up and did many 
wonderful things.  And then He died 
on a cross.  Why?  So that you and I 
can have salvation and live forever 
with God.  

 We should be like Mary and be 
willing to serve God every day.  Ask 
God how you can serve Him and His 
kingdom today.

– Opal Cochran



175December 12 December 13

Angels (6) Angels (7)
 Joseph was also a special person 
chosen by God.  God chose him to 
love and care for Mary and her baby.  
God loved Joseph, so He sent an angel 
to Joseph in a dream.  The angel 
explained that God was going to send 
His Son into the world to save people 
from their sins. 

 The angel told Joseph that Mary 
was to be the mother of God’s Son.  
In Matthew 1:22-23, the angel also 
told Joseph that the birth was to be 
a fulfillment of a prophecy of the 
prophet Isaiah from many years ago.  
“All this happened to make clear the 
full meaning of what the Lord said 
through the prophet:  ‘The virgin will 
be pregnant and will give birth to a 
son.  They will name him Immanuel.’ 
(Immanuel means ‘God with us.’)”  

 Like Mary, Joseph was willing to 
obey God.  He married Mary and took 
care of her and baby Jesus.  Joseph’s 
example helped Jesus grow up and 
learn how to follow and obey God.   

 Joseph was willing to obey God, 
even though he knew he would face 
hard times.  Joseph knew God would 
be with him and protect him.  God 
wants us to serve Him, too.  And we 
may face times of persecution and 
suffering because we follow Jesus.  
But we should be like Joseph and trust 
God to be with us and take care of us 
every day.

– Opal Cochran

Suggested Bible Reading  
Matthew 1:18-25

Suggested Bible Reading  
Luke 2:8-18

 Angels also appeared to some 
shepherds as they were watching their 
sheep at night outside Bethlehem.  
Perhaps that night the shepherds were 
thinking about God’s promise to send 
a Messiah.  The Messiah would save 
the people from their sins.  Maybe 
they were hoping that God would 
send the Messiah soon.

 Then suddenly an angel appeared 
to the shepherds and told them some 
good news.  This good news would 
make all people very happy.  What 
was the good news?  We find that 
Good News in Luke 2:11-12.  “Today 
your Savior was born in David’s town.  
He is the Messiah, the Lord.  This is how 
you will know him:  You will find a baby 
wrapped in pieces of cloth and lying in a 
feeding box.”

 Then many more angels joined the 
first angel.  All of them praised God 
together.  They gave glory to God and 
asked that there be peace among the 
people who pleased God.  After the 
angels went away, the shepherds went 
right away into Bethlehem.  They 
found Mary, Joseph and baby Jesus.  

 The shepherds praised God because 
their Savior had been born.  And they 
told everyone that God had finally 
sent His Messiah to save the people.  
God wants us, too, to share this Good 
News with our family and friends 
today!

 – Opal Cochran
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Angels (8)

December 15

Angels (9)
 Sometimes God used angels to 
warn people of danger.  After Jesus 
was born, an angel came to Joseph in 
a dream and warned him about King 
Herod.  King Herod wanted to kill 
the baby who was born as King of the 
Jews.  So Joseph took Mary and Jesus 
to Egypt to live.  

 Matthew 2:19-20 tells us what 
happened next.  “While Joseph was in 
Egypt, Herod died.  An angel from the 
Lord came to Joseph in a dream and 
said, ‘Get up!  Take the child with his 
mother and go to Israel.  Those who were 
trying to kill the child are now dead.’”  
Again, Joseph did what the angel said, 
and Mary and Jesus were safe.

 God has many ways to warn 
people about danger.  We should pay 
attention to God’s warnings.  Jesus 
warned the Jews about the destruction 
that would happen if they did not 
repent.  And He wept over Jerusalem 
because they would not pay attention 
to His warnings.

 The Bible gives us warnings about 
selfishness and loving pleasure more 
than God.  There are also warnings 
about following false teachers and 
about not following Jesus.

 Jesus wants us to pray and watch 
out for the devil and his temptations.  
If we stay faithful to Jesus, He will 
take us to live with Him forever.  
Be sure to pay attention to God’s 
warnings.

– Opal Cochran

Suggested Bible Reading  
Matthew 2:13-35

Suggested Bible Reading  
Galatians 1:1-10

 Through the Bible, we learn that 
God has spoken to people in many 
ways.  He spoke through the prophets, 
and He sent angels to deliver 
messages.  God also spoke to people in 
visions and dreams.  Psalm 19:1 tells 
us that the skies tell us about God’s 
glory.

 But now God speaks to us through 
Jesus and through His Word, the 
Bible.  God wanted us to know Him, 
so He sent His Son.  Jesus showed us 
what God is like and taught us how 
to follow Him.  John, chapter 1, tells 
us that Jesus was with God in the 
very beginning, and He was God.  
Jesus became a man and lived among 
people.  He came to save us from our 
sins and give us eternal life.

 If God sends an angel with a 
message today, it will not disagree 
with God’s Word.  Paul wrote about 
that in Galatians 1:8.  “We told you the 
true Good News message. So anyone who 
tells you a different message should be 
condemned — even if it’s one of us or 
even an angel from heaven!”

 Some people today are looking for 
messages from God.  God has given 
us His plan of salvation through 
Jesus and the Holy Spirit.  And we 
can learn about that plan by reading 
and studying the Bible.  Accept God’s 
messages in His Word and be content 
with His plan for your life. 

– Opal Cochran
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Angels (10) Angels (11)
 Jesus was killed on a cross and 
was buried in a tomb.  Early in the 
morning on the third day, some 
women came to Jesus’ tomb.  When 
they arrived, they found that the stone 
was rolled away from the front of the 
tomb, and the tomb was empty!

 An angel had rolled away the stone 
and was sitting on top of it.  He was 
shining like lightning, and his clothes 
were white as snow.  In Matthew 
28:5-7a, we read what the angel told 
the women.  “The angel said to the 
women, ‘Don’t be afraid.  I know you 
are looking for Jesus, the one who was 
killed on the cross.  But he is not here.  
He has risen from death, as he said he 
would.  Come and see the place where 
his body was.  And go quickly and tell his 
followers, ‘‘Jesus has risen from death.’””  
The women went right away and 
told the disciples that Jesus was alive.  
Later, He appeared to many of His 
followers.

 God sent the angel to roll away the 
stone.  He did that for the disciples 
and for us today, too.  The disciples 
needed to see the empty tomb and 
hear the Good News about Jesus’ 
resurrection.  These people were 
eyewitnesses to the fact that Jesus 
arose from the dead.  And some of 
them wrote down what happened. 
Years later, their writings became part 
of God’s Word.  And it is through 
God’s Word that you and I can learn 
about Jesus today.

– Opal Cochran

Suggested Bible Reading  
Matthew 28:1-10

Suggested Bible Reading  
Acts 1:9-11

 Jesus stayed on earth for forty 
days after He rose from the dead.  He 
appeared to many people — over 500 
at one time.  He showed them that 
He was really alive.  Jesus continued 
to teach His disciples about the 
Kingdom of God.  When it was time 
for Jesus to return to heaven, He told 
His followers to tell everyone about 
His resurrection and the Good News 
about salvation.

 As the disciples watched Jesus 
go up in the sky, two men in white 
(angels) suddenly appeared beside 
them.  Acts 1:11 tells us what the 
angels said to the disciples.  “They 
said, ‘Men from Galilee, why are you 
standing here looking into the sky?  You 
saw Jesus carried away from you into 
heaven.  He will come back in the same 
way you saw him go.’”

 That message from the angels has 
given millions of Christians hope.  
Jesus is coming again!  He is coming 
to destroy all evil and reign over His 
kingdom with righteousness and 
peace. 

 God wants us to wait patiently for 
Jesus to return and take us to live with 
Him forever.  But He also wants us 
to be busy telling the Good News of 
salvation to every person on the earth.  

 While you are waiting for Jesus, be 
sure that you are living like Jesus and 
sharing the message of His salvation 
with everyone! 

– Opal Cochran
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Helping Others

December 19

Don’t Be Afraid
 My friend, Becky, does volunteer 
work at a nursing home.  She leads 
singing for their weekly worship 
service.  For many weeks, Becky 
noticed a man named George.  He 
always sat with his head down.  Each 
week Becky tried to encourage George 
with her smiles and her kindness.

 Then one day Becky looked 
at George and realized that he 
was holding his head high and 
participating in the worship service!  
Love and encouragement had helped 
George praise God.

 In Romans, chapter 12, Paul 
encouraged the Christians in Rome 
to give their lives to God.  Paul 
explained that God had given every 
Christian a special gift to help in His 
kingdom.  Here is what Paul said in 
Romans 12:8.  “Whoever has the gift 
of comforting others should do that.  
Whoever has the gift of giving to help 
others should give generously.  Whoever 
has the gift of leading should work hard 
at it.  Whoever has the gift of showing 
kindness to others should do it gladly.”

 Becky had the gift of encouraging 
others.  That helped George to praise 
God.  We, too, have gifts that God has 
given to us.  We should use our gifts 
to help others know about His love 
and kindness.

 Look for ways to help other people 
today!

– Norma Mezoe

Suggested Bible Reading  
Romans 12:1-8

Suggested Bible Reading  
Isaiah 41:1-14

 I believe that every person fears 
something.  Some children are afraid 
of thunder and lightning.  When a 
storm comes, they run into a closet or 
hide underneath their bed. 

 But as we get older, our fears tend 
to change.  We don’t fear things that 
we see.  Instead, we fear what we 
imagine about ourselves or what 
other people think about us.  For 
example, a man becomes addicted 
to his work because he fears that 
he cannot support his family.  Or a 
woman is afraid of being lonely and 
forgotten so she spends all her time 
on social media. 

 The Israelites were afraid because 
they felt that God had rejected them.  
So God gave them a message through 
the prophet Isaiah.  We can read His 
encouragement in Isaiah 41:10.  “Don’t 
worry — I am with you.  Don’t be afraid 
— I am your God.  I will make you 
strong.  I will help you.  I will support 
you with my right hand that brings 
victory.”

 Don’t be afraid of things in your 
life.  Instead pray and remember how 
much God loves you.  When you 
realize that you are God’s child, you 
will be able to depend on His support 
and help.

 What is your greatest fear?  Give it 
to God and allow Him to renew your 
mind and fill you with His love.

– Eric Swanson
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Seeing Jesus Gifts for God (1)
 Luke, chapter 18, tells us about a 
blind man who begged Jesus to heal 
him.  In Luke 18:41-42 we can read 
the conversation between Jesus and 
the blind man.  “‘What do you want me 
to do for you?’  He said, “Lord, I want 
to see again.’  Jesus said to him,’You can 
see now.  You are healed because you 
believed.’”

 The crowd of people who followed 
Jesus saw Him every day, but they 
criticized the blind man and told him 
to be quiet.  The Jewish leaders saw 
Jesus every day but they resented His 
popularity and refused to follow Him.   

 But the blind man was different.  
Even though he couldn’t physically 
see Jesus, he still realized that He 
could perform a miracle and heal him.  
Maybe the blind man thought that his 
family and friends had forgotten him.  
But when he learned about Jesus, he 
began to believe in Him.  And this 
belief changed his life!

 What does this story teach you 
about your relationship with God?  
Does this story help you remember 
that God is with you even during the 
hardest times of your life?  Does this 
story cause you to think about your 
life and the eternal home that God has 
prepared for you?  

 I hope that you will “see” Jesus 
today and love and obey Him!

– Peter Caligiuri

Suggested Bible Reading  
Luke 18:35-43

Suggested Bible Reading  
Matthew 6:25-34

 Are you busy today doing some 
last-minute Christmas shopping?  Are 
you worried about what to give your 
mother or your best friend?  Many of 
us work hard to share Christmas gifts 
with our family and friends.  But for 
these last five days before Christmas, 
we will look at some gifts that we can 
give to God.

 One gift that we can give God is 
our trust.  Maybe you are a Christian 
and you have already trusted God to 
save you.  But do you trust Him in 
every situation of your life?  Or do 
you sometimes worry and try to work 
out your problems without God’s  
help?

 Jesus wanted His followers to 
understand that God knows what we 
need in every situation.  He talked 
about this in Matthew 6:31-32.  “Don’t 
worry and say, “What will we eat?’ or 
‘What will we drink?’ or ‘What will we 
wear?’  That’s what those people who 
don’t know God are always thinking 
about.  Don’t worry, because your 
Father in heaven knows that you need 
all these things.” 

 All we need to do is trust God.  Are 
you worried about your finances?  
Trust God!  Are you feeling lonely or 
depressed?  Trust God!

 Give God your trust this Christmas 
season.  He loves you and wants to 
take care of you.  

– Jennifer Forrester
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Gifts for God (2) 

December 23

Gifts for God (3)
 God has given each of us the gift of 
24 hours every day.  Some of us may 
live to be more than 90 years old, or 
we may only live for 35 years.  But 
every person has 24 hours each day of 
their life to use for God.

 God wants us to give Him the gift 
of our time.  If God is most important 
in our lives, we need to make sure we 
give Him our time.  First, we can give 
God our time by reading the Bible 
and praying every day.  Reading the 
Bible is how God speaks to us.  And 
through prayer, we communicate 
with Him.

 Second, we can give God our time 
by doing everything throughout 
our day for Him.  Paul tells us in 
Ephesians 6:7 how we can give our 
time to God.  “Do your work, and be 
happy to do it.  Work as though it is 
the Lord you are serving, not just an 
earthly master.”  When we work at 
our jobs, we should remember that we 
are really working for God.  When we 
are doing things with our family, we 
can remember that we are doing those 
things for God, too.

 God has given you 24 hours today.  
Will you give God the gift of your 
time by reading His Word, praying, 
doing your best at your job and being 
kind to others?

– Jennifer Forrester

Suggested Bible Reading  
Ephesians 6:5-9

Suggested Bible Reading  
1 John 2:1-6

 Today we will talk about another 
gift we can give God — our obedience.    
Sometimes we don’t like to think 
about obeying God.  We are stubborn, 
and we want to do things our own 
way.  But God is wise and always 
knows what is best for us.  So we 
should obey His commands.

 In 1 John, chapter 2, we learn 
about two things that happen when 
we obey God.  1 John 2:3-4 tells us the 
first thing that happens.  “If we obey 
what God has told us to do, then we are 
sure that we know him.  If we say we 
know God but do not obey him, we are 
lying.  The truth is not in us.”  Do you 
truly want to know God?  Then obey 
His commands.

 Second, 1 John 2:5 tells us that 
when we obey God, His love is 
working in us.  When God’s love is at 
work in our lives, we will be willing 
to share the Good News about Jesus 
with other people.  And those people 
will see God’s love through the things 
we do every day.   

 It’s not always easy to obey God.  
Sometimes we fail.  But we have 
forgiveness of our sins through Jesus.  
And the Holy Spirit helps us every day 
as we try to be like Jesus.

 Be sure to give God the gift of your 
obedience today! 

– Jennifer Forrester
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Gifts for God (4) Gifts for God (5)
 Another gift we can give God is 
our service.  But how can we serve 
Him?  Jesus told a story in Matthew, 
chapter 25, to show His followers 
how they can serve Him.

 In these verses, Jesus talked about 
a time when He will return to earth.  
He will divide people into two groups 
— godly people (sheep) and ungodly 
people (goats).  In Matthew 25:46, 
we learn what will happen to these 
two groups of people.  “Then these 
evil people will go away to be punished 
forever.  But the godly people will go 
and enjoy eternal life.”

 Then Jesus said that the godly 
people are those who serve others by 
giving them food, something to drink 
or clothing, or by visiting them when 
they are sick or in prison.  Jesus said 
that ungodly people are those who 
refuse to serve others.

 Today is Christmas Eve.  This 
is a great day to look for service 
opportunities.  Share a meal with 
someone who is alone.  Give some 
clothing or blankets to a homeless 
person.  Visit people who are in 
hospitals and nursing homes.  As 
you serve, be sure to share the true 
meaning of Christmas with people 
that you meet.

 And don’t forget — as you serve 
others today, you are also serving 
God!

– Jennifer Forrester

Suggested Bible Reading  
Matthew 25:31-46

Suggested Bible Reading  
Matthew 22:34-40

 Today we will talk about the last 
— and probably the most important 
— gift we can give to God.  We should 
give this gift to God on Christmas 
Day and every other day of the year.  
This important gift is your love.

 I remember some of the gifts that 
my children gave me when they were 
young — a rock from the shore of our 
favorite lake, a hand-painted picture 
of our family, a collage of things they 
picked up on their mountain hike.  
These gifts are not valuable according 
to the world.  But to me, they are 
priceless.  Why?  Because I know that 
my children were not just giving me a 
gift — they were giving me their love.

 In Matthew 22:37-38, Jesus talked 
to His followers about the most 
important command.  “Jesus answered, 
‘Love the Lord your God with all your 
heart, all your soul and all your mind.  
This is the first and most important 
command.’”  How can we love God 
with our heart, soul and mind?  We 
can do this by focusing our lives on 
doing things that please Him.

 Today is Christmas Day.  Maybe 
you are exchanging Christmas gifts 
with your family members and 
friends.  But while you are busy with 
all the gifts and food and good times, 
don’t forget God.  Give Him the gift 
of your love! 

– Jennifer Forrester
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After Christmas

December 27

Jesus . . . Only Jesus
 Christmas Day is over, and we 
have been reminded a lot about the 
events surrounding Jesus birth.  But 
in Matthew, chapter 2, we learn about 
something that happened after the 
wise men visited Joseph, Mary and 
Jesus.

 King Herod wanted to get rid of 
anyone who was a threat to his reign 
as king.  Matthew 2:16 tells us what 
Herod decided to do.  “Herod saw that 
the wise men had fooled him, and he 
was very angry.  So he gave an order 
to kill all the baby boys in Bethlehem 
and the whole area around Bethlehem.  
Herod had learned from the wise men 
the time the baby was born.  It was now 
two years from that time.  So he said to 
kill all the boys who were two years old 
and younger.”  God warned Joseph to 
get away from Herod’s authority and 
take Mary and Jesus to live in Egypt.  
Joseph obeyed God, and Jesus was 
safe. 

 King Herod had many young boys 
killed.  This is sometimes called the 
“Massacre of the Innocents.”  Some 
people do not like to read about this 
terrible happening.  But even though 
it is a sadder side of the Christmas 
story, it helps us understand God’s 
plan for our salvation through Jesus.

 We all face hard times in our lives, 
but just as God told Joseph, He will be 
with us and guide us on the right path 
in life.

– Lauren Simmons

Suggested Bible Reading  
Matthew 2:13-18

Suggested Bible Reading  
Acts 4:1-12

 Editor Jo Krueger asked me to 
write the last five devotions of this 
last devotion book published by Deaf 
Missions.  What shall I write?  What 
do I want to say to you?

 Well, I’d like to say lots of things.  
But most of all, I want to encourage 
you to stay close to Jesus every day.  
Jesus is all-important.  He makes the 
difference between heaven and hell 
forever.  Jesus loves you more than 
any other person loves you.  He gave 
His life for you.  Following Jesus is the 
most important thing for you to do in 
life.

 Not long ago I had the opportunity 
to be with the 94th richest person in 
the world.  This man is worth billions 
of dollars.  He is a great man and an 
active Christian.  But as wonderful 
and important as he is, he is not your 
Savior.

 I have met some United States 
presidents.  Certainly, they are 
important.  But a president is only a 
man.  Jesus is both God and man.

 Acts 4:12 reminds us that Jesus is 
God’s Son and your Savior.  “Jesus is 
the only one who can save people.  His 
name is the only power in the world that 
has been given to save anyone.  We must 
be saved through him!” 

 Remember that Jesus is the One 
you should follow, worship, praise, 
obey and serve!

– Duane King
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God is Great Welcome Deaf People
 I have had a rare opportunity that 
most people don’t have.  And I have 
had this opportunity three times!  I 
had the opportunity to learn what I 
would do if I knew I had only a short 
time to live.

 My doctors told me that my lungs 
were full of cancer and I’d probably be 
dead within a month.  Another time 
they told me that I had an aggressive 
cancer that would probably kill me in 
three months.  During my last illness 
they told me that if I had waited 
another day to go to the hospital, I 
would have died that very day.

 Two of those times I had time to 
think about my life.  What should I do 
now that I know I have only a short 
time to live?  Should I live a more holy 
life?  Should I try to lead more people 
to Jesus?  Should I tell my family more 
sincerely that I love them?  Should I 
plan my funeral?

 I discovered that I wouldn’t live 
life any differently than I did before 
the doctor’s announcement — I just 
continued the same.  But now that 
I have been healed from those three 
illnesses, I have a greater testimony 
than before.  I agree with Paul’s 
statement in Philippians 1:21a.  “To 
me, the only important thing about 
living is Christ.”

 I proclaim that I know God is 
great.  I want YOU to know that God 
is great.  All the time, God is great!

– Duane King

Suggested Bible Reading  
Philippians 1:12-26

Suggested Bible Reading  
Mark 16:14-18

 I recently wrote a book about how 
God has blessed Deaf Missions for 
the first 50 years of its existence.  The 
name of the book is “God at Work 
Through Deaf Missions.”  This book 
is not about me or you or anyone else.  
The book is about how God worked 
through Deaf Missions to share the 
Gospel with Deaf people around the 
world.

 Several years ago, I wrote a tract, 
too.  It is short but effective.  The 
name of the tract is “Bible Reasons 
Why Deaf People are Excused from 
Church.”  This tract lists all of the 
Bible reasons.  But when you open it, 
there is nothing printed inside!  That’s 
because there are no Bible reasons 
why Deaf people are excused from 
church.

 But there is one sad reason why 
many Deaf people don’t go to church.  
It’s because there are not enough 
people willing to learn sign language 
and interpret to make the Gospel 
message clear for Deaf people.  So 
Deaf people often do not feel welcome 
in a church. 

 In Mark 16:15 we find Jesus’ last 
command to His followers before He 
left the earth.  “He said to them, ‘Go 
everywhere in the world.  Tell the Good 
News to everyone.’”  That command 
is for you, too.  Will you help your 
church welcome Deaf people so they 
can follow Jesus, too?   

– Duane King
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A Million Years from Now

December 31

The Last Devotion
 A song I know asks an important 
question:  “Where Will You Be a 
Million Years from Now?”  I don’t 
know where I will be tomorrow, let 
alone a million years from now.  But 
the fact is that I know more about a 
million years from now than I know 
about tomorrow.  How can I know 
that?  Because God tells me in the 
Bible!   

 There are only two places where 
you can be a million years from now.  
One is heaven, and the other is hell.  
Jesus talked about that in Matthew 
25:46.  “Then these evil people will go 
away to be punished forever.  But the 
godly people will go and enjoy eternal 
life.”  

 Heaven is so very wonderful!  On 
the other hand, hell is so very awful 
with fire and suffering.  You will be in 
one of those two places a million years 
from now.

 Jesus makes the difference between 
heaven and hell.  Trust Him, believe 
Him, accept Him, obey Him, serve 
Him . . . and you will go to heaven.  
Refuse Him, turn from Him, don’t 
trust Him, go your own way . . . and 
you will find yourself in hell.

 You don’t want hell.  God doesn’t 
want you in hell.  That’s why He gave 
you Jesus to save you so you can go to 
heaven.

 Where will you be a million years 
from now?

– Duane King

Suggested Bible Reading  
Matthew 25:44-46

Suggested Bible Reading  
Acts 20:32-36

 The first issue of Daily Devotions 
for the Deaf was for January of 1980.  
The first devotion in that book, and 
several of the other devotions, were 
written by me.  Now, Deaf Missions 
will no longer be publishing Deaf 
Devo.  You have been reading the last 
issue.

 And here I am now writing the 
last devotion for this book.  So I have 
had the honor of writing the first and 
the last.  WOW!  It’s been quite a trip 
with many ups and downs through 
the last 40 years.

 I pray that you have been blessed 
by the devotions in this book as well 
as many other devotions through the 
years.  This is the last book you will 
receive from Deaf Missions, but you 
can save this book and re-read it again 
and again. 

 But remember — you do not have 
to have a devotion book so you can be 
devoted to God.  I encourage you to 
continue studying the Bible every day 
and praying in your own way.  

 Now I want to share with you 
Paul’s words from Acts 20:32a.  “Now 
I am putting you in God’s care.  I am 
depending on the message about his 
grace to make you strong.”  

 Farewell.  Goodbye.  Whether or 
not you and I have met on earth, let 
us both be sure that we DO meet in 
heaven.  God bless you! 

– Duane King
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 It’s been almost 40 years since the first Daily Devotions for the 

Deaf booklet was published for January of 1980.  Since then, 
Deaf Missions has published a devotion for every day…almost 
14,610 days and that many devotions.  That’s a pretty good 
record.  And, as I remember, all but a very few books (maybe 
only one!) were mailed on time.  That’s a good record, too.  

 Now, the book will not be printed and mailed any more.  
This will be the last book you will receive.  Times change, you 
know.  Since 40 years ago, the Internet appeared.  The editors 
of the devotion book changed.  The way we printed the book 
changed.  I semi-retired from Deaf Missions, and Chad Entinger 
became the Director.  The cost of mailing the books changed.  
The focus of Deaf Missions changed to translating the Bible into 
American Sign Language.  And, now, we are working with Deaf 
people in other nations so that they may read the Bible in their 
own native sign languages.

 This book contains 366 devotions — one for every day of the 
year.  Some of the devotions are from past issues (including the 
very first issue in January of 1980), and some are new.  But you 
can be sure that all of the devotions are based on God’s Word.

 Praise to God for His guidance through 40 years of 
publishing the devotion book!  And thanks to the many 
supporters of Deaf Missions.  May God grant special blessings 
to those who have written devotions, illustrated them and 
helped prepare the book for mailing.

                                               

                                                  Duane King, Founder

                     

 God blessed me with the job of being the devotion book editor 
for 20 years, but now that is ending.  So it is with much gratitude 
(and sadness!) that I write this last letter to you.  I cannot thank 
you enough for being faithful readers of Daily Devotions for the 

Deaf and Deaf Devo through the years.  

 I thought a lot about what I should share with you in this 
last letter.  Finally I decided that I just want to encourage you to 
stay faithful to God.  How can you do that?  You can re-read this 
devotion book next year or find another devotion book to read 
or find devotions online . . . but just make sure that you continue 
to read your Bible and pray every day.

 Peter wrote a letter to Christians who were forced to leave 
their homes because they followed Jesus.  He encouraged these 
Christians to remain strong in their faith.  So I will use Peter’s 
words in 1 Peter 2:11-12 as my final words to you.  “Dear friends, 

you are like visitors and strangers in this world.  So I beg you to keep 

your lives free from the evil things you want to do, those desires that 

ƛLJKW�DJDLQVW�\RXU�WUXH�VHOYHV���3HRSOH�ZKR�GRQūW�EHOLHYH�DUH�OLYLQJ�DOO�

around you.  They may say that you are doing wrong.  So live such 

good lives that they will see the good you do, and they will give glory to 

God on the day he comes.”

                                                      May God bless you!

                                 

                                                           Jo Krueger, Editor
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